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In r~e b::ld1n::f the NeurOlogicallt'l~ ~ 
Insti tute it would seem to be of the utmost importance 
to connect this I.nstitute closely with the Royal Victoria 
Hospital. For that reason, from the very beginning of 
the plans, it was expected that the Institute could be 
connected directly with the main corridor of the Hospi~al 
so that patients, food, staff and others could move quick
ly back and forth. This is eSJe c ially re cessary because 
the same staff will be looking after patients in the Hos
pital and in the Neurologieal Institute, the food for the 
patients in the Institute will be prepared in the Hospital 
and many activiJ;ies will be common to both imtitutions. 

To this end it was proposed that a bridge should 
be built from the Institute directly across to enter the 
passag;eway between the Ross Memorial Hospi tal and the Royal 
Victoria. Complete plans were drawn for this project and 
costs determined. 

At a meeting in Sir Arthur Currie t s of fi ce on Se pt .22/32 
when Sir Arthur,.Dr.Martin,Mr.Glassco,Mr.Chenoweth,Mr.MecDoneld & r (!t. lffftl.j. 
were present, Mr. Chenoweth proposed that the bridge should . -
end at the end of the third floor off the Outpatient Depart-
ment and that a corridor should then be constructed direct-
ly from it through the present Pediatrics Ward to the main 
corridor of the Hospital. This compromise was somewhat 
less desirable than the first proposal be.cause of the lorg 
course through the Outpatient Clinic and the much greater 
distance from the Ross Memorial Pavilion. It was, however, . 
agreed to a bandon the proposed p3. ssage to the Ross ccr ri dor 
with the understanding that this direct passage could be 
made through the present Pediatrics Ward. 

On October 6th 1932 Mx. Chenoweth then wrote to the 
Medical Board proposing the abolition of a, Pediatrics Service 
in Ward N, proposing that other Hospital activities should be 
placed in this space and proposing that the carridor. above 
mentioned, be carried through from the bridge 01' the Neurolo
gica 1 Insti tu te directly to t he main corridor of' t he HO~ i tal. 

On October 11th 1932 a memorandum was addressed to \ , .. J 
Yx. Chenoweth and approved by the Medical Board which ~ ~~~ 
the abolition of' a Pediatrics Ward but without. making any m~n- f:f 
tion of the p3.ssing of the corridor through tha t floor. Mon~y 
was appropria ted by the Uni vers i ty to 00 nstruct the corridor " 
through that floor from the bridge to the main oo,rridor in the 
flospit al and the building of the Neurologi ca! Ins ti tute was 
begun in May 1933. Approximately six months later when Dr. 
Meakins inquired of Mr. Chenowet h when the corridor would be 
passed through the Pediatrics ward he was informed that no 



J 

-2-

such corridor would be constructed. Mr. Chenoweth had evidently 
decided that inasmuch as a Pediatric Service was not to be gi'YJen 
up there should be no such corridor. 

On May 28th 1934 Mr. Cheno~ethts decision was brought to 
my attention quite inadvertently. The bridge is nor built and 
attached to the Outpatient Department, but to reach the main hospi
tal corridor rrom the bridge it is now necessary to go down in the 
OUtpatient Elevator to the Main Assembly Hall o~ the Outpatients, 
pass through this to the Hospital Elevator and up to the main cor
ridor. Both or these elevators are at present in operation only 
a portion or the time. Such a conm ction would correspond with 
the removal of the Neurological Institute at least one hundred yards 
or more farther away rrom the Hospital. With such an arrangement 
there could be no justirication ror building the bridge at that 
point or at that level. 


