
Dr . Stan~e) Cobb, 
~ssBchusetts Genera " Hosnital , 
Frlli t Stref~t, 
Boston 14 , hass ., U. S •• 

Dear Dr . Cobb : 

September 25th , 1953 

I un.'erstand fr n Dr . ?cnfield tl et , yO'l "ould like 
to kn ow w h t o&ycholo ,i cal t.st~ are .ov be ing used as rart f 
the ten.pol"{·l- lobe study . 1-1y 0 n test battery has broadened a 
little since th discussions in iontreal last spriT g , b lt in 
essence it rOnlulns the same . I am enc os4.. ng a. sunmary of the 
examination as it now stands at d if anything is not clear I shall 
be glad to let you have further details . 

I would like to point out that my "0 rk deals primarily 
wit}) inte ectual functions: if yOl like , I am looking for co ~itive 
rather than er1otional disturbances . For thts reason no oer's rma.lity 
tests are included in the battery . As you may remember , the ~in 
er'.phasis is to bo on memory nnd n pareet,tu' 1 disorders of var'ious 
kinds . 

I should add thht exact y the SHl'IO test'" are p'iven to 
a control ,roup of pat ionts with eri ef'to~Ctdc fOCi outside the 
te r:;~ 1'a1 lobe, frontal r pnriotal cortex, so thut one can see 
whother any defici ts found iJJ'O specj fic to the temporal lobe . 

The findin~s to date are essenti?lly as I described 
them to you in t 0 spring . First, thc patients with temporal - lobe 

eBlons ma -0 p orer scores th"- n does the control gcoup on tests in­
V:l 1. vin o cOrl,lex ri ct,l~I'eS deal i~lg with. s cene.s of ~veryday life (Lc'ii ll 
Picture AnoITlz 1.y and • cchsler n.ctare rlrran ernent). 
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This is a very clear- cut result , so I am nOlfl tryi ng 
to find out whdt it is that makes these p~rticular tests 
difficult . The second finding is that patients w:i th right 
temporal-lobe lesions as a group , do ~orse than those with 
left- sided lesions on tests of spati al ability , visual and 
t actual; here the narked indi vidual differences pose a 
special problem . 

It is sti l l too early to say anything about the work 
on memory . I am adding new tests to the battery , but these 
are still in an experimental sta~e . Time perception is, I 
thi nk , a close l y rel ated probl em which will re 'iuire systematic 
study . 

I \lould be most p;rateful for any suggesti ons as to how 
the r;re s ent test batte r y cou l d be improved . 

Yours sincerely , 

Brenda II ilner. 


