
FIFTH INTERllvi REPORT OF NO. 1 NEUROLOGICAL HOSPITAL, RCA-MC., CASF. 

October 4th, 1940. 

Dear Friends and Associates: 

This is the month of anniversaries of crises. 1st of 
september: of the German invasion of Poland . 3rd of September: 
the ini tiation of the Franco-Bri tish vs. GerEmn wur. 30th of 
september: the Munich Agreement . 

It has shown "be11iogenic " pregnancy agnin in the conception 
of a Sino-Ite.lo-Germnn treaty. Whet a war -oestrus and rhythm 
September hasl 

From the point 0 f view of your unit in the fi eld , there is 
not much to report as of September apurt from the gradual trans­
formation of our new home building into a hospital. 

Vve were admi tted to the mnnsion only on the 5th instunt. 
Then began the gathering of equipment from tent stores into various 
apartments selected for the different contributing functions. 

cone, Humphreys, McCormick and Stewart presided over the 
unpacking and checking of instruments and special apparatus . 
These were laid out and note made of discrepancies~ There were 
quite a few of these. No generators or transformers, no suction 
or stimulator units , no electric blanket, no Castle lights, no 
distribution system, no sterilizers . 

Hyland superintended the preparation of a dispensary and 
the unf"u.lfilled requisi tions were neted there. No chloroform, 
or ether, no anaesthetics of any type and there lacked many of 
the staple drugs . Some few of these we have been able to get . 
Complete supplies have been indented for, but we have been unable 
to get delivery. 

Hanson and Richardson developed the various laboratories -
medical, clinical nnd physiochemical& several essentials were 
not found here either . A freezer microtome without the freezer 
attachment , no burettes, ne batteries for photo - electric , no 
media, no hemocytometers, no reagents for sul phapyridine 
determination. 

Beds were placed with mattresses and linen. No want of 
supplies in that department . 

Cone and Stewart superintended the operating room setup and 
fcund the special tables and fUrniture in good order . 

Chi1de mounted his mobile x-ray unit and has already produced 
some excellent films. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



-2-

owing to the delay in fitting of windows with black-out 
curtains , we officer s could net move in for many days to our· 
quarters in the Wost wing, upstairs . When we did we h&d only our 
beds and trunks . There was no other furniture. Lino leum had been 
laid throughout the threo floors. 

We hoard of our Nursin8 Sisters ' impending arrival on the 2nd 
inst . They did not arrive, however , until the ni ght of the 4th , 
journeying on to London during the nigh t ~ ~le were no t allowed to 
go to the landing point. They were housed in London during four 
days of almost unceasing siren alarms and spent each night in 
mixed groups , on emergency bedding , in basements , without s l eop . 
I wont to London to ur ge thoir being sent to the uni t at once , 
although we had only mougre convenienco for them . They came 
within 24 hours i:::md have been very grateful and comfortable in 
the comparative quiet s nd safety. Adequate furniture has come 
since . Ul timo.tely we shall a chiove who.t we lack . Vie ho.ve found 
two kerosene sterilizers . Ec.ch will tGke two large and one smal l 
drum , or one Inrge o.nd three smull . :1e ho. ve begun working wi th 
them, getting a store of sterile supplies together , but pools of 
moisture condense on the drum covers in cooling and the drying is 
0. long process . 

The operating room tablos etc ., ho.ve been set up in one of 
the wards with n lino l eum floor just in case we should be obliged 
to meet an emergent event . But lacking what you have read above , 
the hope of such a necessity is not entertained . you v:ill se e 
that the surgicc.l stntus quo is most unhappy . I t will be two or 
three weeks before t:lis do]X,rtmont CCln functio n. 

On the other h 1--.. nd both Cone c nd Russel have (~ nswerod c. numbGr 
of cc. l ls to sec hO I. d c~su~, l tics in consul tC.tion [~ t different pnrts 
of tho south country . 

The Medicc,l prog r r,m is more ple[~s ing . As from Sc, turd[, y , tho 
28th , we hr. vo decl;~ red our sel ves ro r"Ldy to receive pc. tien ts Cl nd wc 
hnve five to st[',rt . Tl1:, t mr:kes c, rocord , three weeks from 
OCCUP[1, tion to c.dmissions . 

Al tere, tions h~, ve pro ceoded .in f [l shioning s01e cted rooms into 
f, n opern. ting suite , but '~ sph,'.. l ting of floors h[lS not ye t begun . 
Mnny plumbing ~ ccessorie3 h~ve boen [ls s ented to , but it will be 
weeks before they c.re e r ected . 

There is the I nrge quostion of nddition~l huts to be built 
[',nd the lumber hns como from C':'.. nc,dc. . Ag ~',in Cl d01'~ y for their 
building . Our first ones will be. for housing tho men , who l'. re 
stil l in tents , c:nd the nights c.re of '.', "fortyish fl temper["ture . 
Following the men ' s qUClrters will come huts for O. R., :'.dministrc.­
tion , kitchen , x- r;-,y , dent"..l ['\ nd wc:.rds . There should be r.bou t 
12 or 14 in nll . They will be pl[lced so tha t furth er hut units 
mny l r. ter be c.ddod . At the present we must depend on tl1e ma in 
house cnpncity. Thrt proves to be [lbout 80 pcticnts . Through the 
h~rd work there hns been [l bit of tho intrigue clement th~ t the 
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child feols pl~nning his plny house in tho v~c~nt lot, in the 
adjusting of the idoc.l to whQ t ch.-.nco hc'..s put in his w:..y. 

Ro the huts, I c.ppend ~~, sm".ll drc.wing to show tho r:pproxim:', to 
setup on tho gro'J.nc.s r, nd of tho oporr.t ing hut's subdivision . Wo 
expoct delivery of the first hut - stuff next vvcok . 

Cone c. nd Botterell c,ro not continuing c, t present their 
experimont s on i: nimr.ls. Th0 building ~, t whi ch th ey worked wc..s 
struck <"'.nd the cn ts t r'lwn Glsewl:ero . They will bring the brC'..in 
contents dOYJ'n here c~nd c r~rry on., He will lr~ tor h~ '. vo license to 
"exporimont" hero, ~ nd gu .:-.rt e rs for tho i-, nim: Is c.. ro being pro­
p C'.. rod. Cono c nd Bottorell ~ro here but restless, though holping 
to co-ordinQte dot~ils c nd got nction. Botterell t~lks of going 
to Edinburgh for ". time with Dctt. Officers ['.ro tripping to 
tho 5th '~nd 15th Gener~.l Hospi t'~, ls for spccic.l contc,c ts :~ nd to 
keop their interosts ~ctive. 

On Wodnesd~y the 18th inst., e ll the st~ff, in C'.. 3-ton 
tremendous truck, (our only tr.':'.nsport then ) went to Oxford to 0. 

meeting of the Bri tish Nourosurgicr.l socioty. compC'. risons of 
the exp~ri~nces of different clinics on tre i'. tment of hor.d injuries 
W:1S mc,do in some dotr.il. A good do~l of discussion follo·wed. 
I ~ppend ne schem .... ,tic digest of tho differont conters reporting. 
Cone mc.y be writing to Dr . Ponfiold his rer~ ctions ther eon. 

Tho Dentr:..l Dopnrtmont is instr.llod ~md Cnptc,in Jokill hr,s 
reviowed the whole personnel. Ho is c.lso doing much for dent: l1 
rolief o.nd prese rvr.tion for Nurses , Officors Gnd men . 

We [',re well , mostly . Hyl'""'. nd h;~ d fi ve dr~ ys in bed u i th 
tr~choi tis n.nd "ndnexi tis H • Cone st ~:.yod 2 dcys in bed wi th 
kindred :'. ffection o Humphreys hr,s been fighting similc.r mLlnise 
but not br:..dl y . All r'Te up r~g"'.in. v~st S~turdc~y evening we put 
on r:.. n informr. l sm".ll pr'.. rty ·~,s <. scrt of welcome to the Nurses , 
though some time "~ ft e r their ·'Triv r:~l . Quiet , but very ploC'. s::-.i.nt 
c nd we got ~ cquQinted. 

I c.ppend 8.1so copies of r epcrts , th ' t wero delr'.ycd , from 
Humphreys <'. nd McCormick r o the ir visit to st . H1.Agh ' s in July .. 

It is possible thr.t in next month ' s roport thore will be 
something to tell you of c[~ses .. Among those present onc is o.n 
epileptic, one ( psychosis thoug h li ttle c. ffectod mont~.lly , [~ n:i 
, third c.ppe~rs to hc.ve cn incre~se in C.S.F_ 

As to funds for which I ;--,m responsible; I still hr,ve five 
orders of 20 pound.s intclCt ~ nd more th;--. n the equi vllent 0 l' c sixth 
in funds . Besides this , loc,ns to responsi bles , fully r ecovernb le, 
represent the eguivc.lent of n. seventh. 

As soon c. s tho concentrnted rush r~llentnndoes c bit I will 
send (, n i temizod r eport of tho investments mr,do. 
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Cone nsked me the other dc-,y whether I vms sending these 
sericl notes to Dr . ll/rr~rtin . Is it wise to feel thr:t Dr. Penfield f s 
rGlo.ys to our President ",re r:dequQ te? 

\Ni th enthusi:~, stic ;",nd unfc,iling sincerity froI:l every Officer 
nnd indeed from every individur'.l mC.n , 

your sf," i thfull y , 

(Signed ) Col . C. E. Cross , 

for the unit . 

EditoriC',.l Note : 

The C',.nswer to Dr . Cone ' s question is yes . This l etter w;,,~ s 
wri tten on Cctober 4th c.nd recGivod on Cctober 23rd . The previous 
letter Wf'..S hold up in tr:"'.nsit ;' nd pfter cTrivcl , but is being 
distributed nlso . The letters of Humphreys Gnd McCormick { 'TO. very 
interesting :profession' lly f',nd m: y be re :' d by ·"'.nyone in the 
officif'.l book of correspondence now' in my office . Th0Y will be 
rer:d to the Fellow ' S Society. 

Tiildor Pcnfiuld . 

A letter dated September 22nd from Capt . O. W. stewart contains 
the following information:-

"The nur ses arrived in London about two. weeks agc, and their 
arrival coincided with the first big scale air attacks on London . 
We feared that such a n initiation would be extremely unpleasant 
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for them. ,'fe had been somewhat accustomed to it by the gradual 
build up in activity. However it turned out that the news they 
had been g etting in Ca nada had su f ficiently exaggerated the 
happenings t ha t the rea l thing did not seem so severe. Hanson 
a nd I went to London t wo weeks ago today to greet them and were 
ca ught in t he s e cond r a i d thLt night ••• 

"On the whol e our equipment hQS be en well ha ndl ed. There are 
of course items mis sing but s t e ps a re be ing t uken to s e cure them. 
We ha ve it all unpa clce d a nd thu t emporary opera ting room set up. 
The beds a r e up and we a r e now waiting for more sterilization 
f Qcilitie s. We will prob ably begin taking neurological cuses this 
week and per haps surgicul one s too. You ca n rea lize how much it 
me ans to all of us to b e a t work ugnin. Yesterda y £rthur Childe 
spont t he whole dny setting up x-rQy equipment nnd this morning 
took his first films. His f irst cuse we s Mis s scott, who fell 
yesterd~y from a bicycle a nd injur ed her wrist. The r e is n 
frGctu r e of the r adius but no di spl a cement (: nd it s hould he etl 
quickly a nd not c~use he r ~ny di s comfort o • • 

"Lr: st \{ednesd" y t e n of us piled into the b:'l ck of ['. threo ton 
truck Lnd went to Oxford to ntt end th0 me eting of British 
Neurosurgeons . Mr . Dott is pre s ident of the socie ty . prof . C~irns 
::nd Prof. Jofferson wer e both thero . We thoroughly enjoyed the 
whole d[',y . The morning session W(~ s t aken up wi th discussion of 
gun shot wounds of the he ~ d. Quite a numb er of the c~ se r eports 
Ci:me from districts receiving wounded from t he more henvily bombed 
~ren s. So n e of the r eports were from Frcnce. 

"All of us r.re well : '~ nd I :'In sure our disposi tions h"-ve been 
greQ tly hel ped by t he v.' ork now n t h~'. nd [',nd the prep~ , r ~' : tions th r , t 
h~ VG b een unde r w~y,. Cur "mess Il nights ,r; rG i'. lvl (' ys Cl. plens c.nt n. ffnir 
['C nd we c, ll spe n.k of home · .... nd our i'. S soci(''. tions t here ~ ~ nd wi sh th r , t 
you could drop in with us". 
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