FIFTH INTERIM REPORT OF NO. 1 NEUROLOGIGCALIL HOSPITAL, RCAMC., CASF.

October 4th, 1940.

Dear Friends and Associates:

This is the month of anniversaries of crises. 1st of
September: of the German invasion of Poland. 3rd of September:
the initiation of the Franco-British vs. Gernen war, 30th of
September: the Munich Agreement.

It has shown "belliogenic" pregnancy again in the conception
of a Sino-Itealo-German treaty. Whaet a war-oestrus and rhythm
September hasi

From the point of view of your unit in the field, there is
not much to report as of September apart from the gradual trans-
formation of our new home building into a hospital.

We were admitted to the mansion only on the 5th instant.
Then began the gathering of equipment from tent stores into various
apartments selected for the different contributing functions.

Cone, Humphreys, MeCormick and Stewart presided over the
unpacking and checking of instruments and special apparatus.
These were laid out and note made of discrepancies, There were
quite a few of these. No generators or transformers, no suction
or stimulator units, no electric blanket, no Castle lights, no
distribution system, no sterilizers.

Hyland superintended the breparation of a dispensary and
the unfulfilled requisitions were ncted there. No chloroform,
or ether, nc anaesthetics of any type and there lacked many of
the staple drugs. Some few of these we have been able to get,
Complete supplies have been indented for, but we have been unable
to get delivery,.

Hanson and Richardson developed the various laborastories —
medieal, clinical and physiochemicul. Several essentials were
not found here either., A freezer microtome without the freezer
attachment, no burettes, nc batteries for phote-electric, no
media, no hemccytometers, no reagents for sulphapyridine
determination.

Beds were placed with mattresses and linen. No want of
supplics in that department.

Conc and Stewart superintended the operating room setup and
fcund the special tables and furniturc in good order,

Childe mounted his mobile x-ray unit and has alrcady produced
some exeellent films,
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Owing to the delay in fitting of windows with black-out
curtains, we officers could nct move in for many days to our
quarters in the West wing, upstairs. When we did we had only our
beds and trunks. Therc was no other furniture. Linoleum had been
laid throughout the threc floors.

We heard of our Nursing Sisters' impending arrival on the 2nd
inst. They did not arrive, however, until the night of the 4th,
journeying on to London during the night., Wc were not allowed to
go to the landing point. They werc housed in London during four
days of almost unceasing siren alarms and spent each night in
mixed groups, on cmergency bcdding, in basements, without slecp.
I went to London to urgec their being scnt to the unit at once,
although we had only moagrc convenience for them. They came
within 24 hours and have becn very gratcful and comfortable in
the comparative quict and safcty. Adequate furniture has come
since. Ultimately we shall achieve whot we lack., We have found
two kerosene sterilizers. Baech will take two large and onc small
drum, or one large and threc small. 'c have begun working with
them, getting a storc of sterile supplies together, but pools or
moisture condense on thc drum covers in cooling and the drying is
a long process.

The opcerating room tables ctec., have bcen sct up in one of
the wards with a linolcum floor just in casc wc should be obliged
to mect an cmergent cvent. But lacking what you have rcad above,
the hope of such a necessity is not entertained. You will see
that the surgical status quo is most unhappy. It will be two or
thrce wecks beforce this department can function.

On thc other hand both Conc cnd Russel have cnswercd & number
of calls to sec head cosucltics in consultation ot different parts
of the south eountrys.

The Mcdical program is more pleccsing. As from Saturday, the
28th, we hove declarcd oursclves rondy to rcceive paticnts and we
have five to start, Thot mokes o record, three wecks from
occupction to cdmissionse

Alterations have procecded .in fashioning sclected rooms into
en opcrating suitc, but ~sphnlting of floors hos not yet begun.
Many plumbing nceccssorices hove been asscnted to, but it will be
weeks before they arc crectceds

There is the large question of additionnl huts to be built
and the lumber has come from Cnancda. Again a deley for their
building. Our first oncs will be for housing the mcn, who arc
still in tents, cnd the nights are of = "fortyish" temperature.
Following the men's gquartcrs will come huts for O.R., administra-
tion, kitchen, x-ray, dental and wards., There should bec about
12 or 14 in all. They will be placed so that further hut units
may loter be cdded. At the prescnt we must depend on the main
house capacitye Tant proves to be about 80 paticnts. Through the
hard work therc has been a bit of the intrigue clcement thot the




child fecls plonning his play housc in the veeant let, in the
adjusting of the idecl to what chsnce has put in his way.

Re the huts, I ~ppend o small drawing to show thc approximnte
setup on thec grounds ~nd of thc opcrating hutts subdivision. We
expect delivery of the first hut-stuff ncxt wcek.

Conc and Botterell arc not continuing ot present their
experiments on animnls, Thc building ~t which thoey worked was
struck ond the cats token celscwherc. They will bring the brain
contents down herc and earry on. We will loter hnve license to
"expcriment" herc, nnd quortcrs for the nnimmls arc being pre-
prrcd. Conc and Botterell nre herc but restless, though helping
to co-ordinate dctails and get action. Botterell tnlks of going
to Edinburgh for ~ timc with Dctt. Officers arc tripping to
the S5th ond 15th Generazl Hospitnls for spceicl contacts ~nd to
kecp their intercests nctive,

On Wednesdny the 18th inst., ©11 thc stoff, in o 3-ton
tremendous truck, (our only transport then) went to Oxford to a
mecting of the British Ncurosurgicrl Socicty. Comprrisons of
the exporicnces of differcent clinies on trentment of hend injuries
was made in some detnil., A good denl of discussion followed,

I append 1 schematic digest of the differcent centers rcporting.
Cone mcy be writing to Dr. Penficld his reactions thercon.

The Dontal Department is instelled and Captoin Jokill hes
revicewed the wholc porsonncl. He is £lso doing much for dentnl
rclief and prescrvation for Nurses, Officcrs and men.

We are wcll, mostlye. Hylnd hnd five dcys in bed with
tracheitis and "adnexitis". Conc staoyed 2 doys in bed with
kindred nffeetion., Humphreys hes been fighting similor melaise
but not badly. All ~rc up agnine. Last Stturdny cvening we put
on an informnl smnll party ns « sort of wclcomec to the Nurses,
though somc timc ~fter their ~rrival. Quiet, but very pleasant
and we got ccquainted,

I append also copies of rcperts, thot werc delnycd, from
Humphreys ond McCormick rc their visit to St. Hugh's in Julye.

It is possiblc thrt in next month's report there will be
something to tell you of cases, Among thosc prescent onc is an
epilcptic, onc o psychosis though little affected mentnily, and
2 third oppecrs 10 have an inerensce in C.S.F.

" As to funds for which I ~m responsiblec I still have five
orders of 20 pounds intact and morc thnn the equivnlent of o sixth
in funds. Bcsides this, lonns to responsibles, fully rccoverablec,
represent the equivalent of ~n seventh.,

As soon as the coneenbtrated rush rallentandocs a bit I will
scnd an itemized rcport of the investments mndc,
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Cone asked me the other doay whether I was sending these
serial notecs to Dr. Moartin. Is it wise to fecl that Dr, Penfield's
rclays to our President «re adequate?

With enthusinstic and unfeiling sincerity from cvery Officcr
and indecd from cvery individunl mon,

Yours foithfully,

(signed) Col. C.E. Cross,

Tor (the' unpibi

Fditoricl Note:

The answer to Dr., Cone!s question is yes., This letter was
written on Cetober 4th nnd rcccived on Cctober 23rd. The previous
letter was hold up in tronsit ond aftor nrrivel, but is being
distributed also. Thce letters of Humphreys and McCormick ~rc very
intercsting profession 1lly #nd m"y be re~d by nnyonc in tho
officirl book of ccrrespondcnce now in my office. Thoy will be
rend to the Fellow's Socictye.

Wilder Penficlad.

A letter dated September 22nd from Capt. 0.W. Stewart contains
the fellowing information:-

»The nurses arrived in London about twc weeks age, and their
arrival coincided with the first big scale air attacks on London.
We feared that such an initiation would be extremely unpleasant
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for them. e had been somewhat accustomed to it by the gradual
build up in activity. However it turned out that the news they
had been getting in Canada had sufficiently exaggerated the
happenings that the real thing did not seem so severe. Hanson
and I went to London two weeks ago today to greet them and were
caught in the second raid thut night..,.

"On the whole our equipment has been well handled. There are
of course itcms missing but steps are being taken to sccure them,
We have 1t all unpacked and the temporary operating room set upe.
The beds are up and we are now walting for more sterilization
facilitices. We will probably begin taking neurolecgical cases this
week and perhaps surgical oncs too. You can realize how much it
means to all of us to be at work agtin. Yestcrday Arthur Childe
spent the whole dey sctting up x-ray cquipment and this morning
took his first films. His first case woas Miss Scott, who fell
yesterday from a bicyecle cnd injured her wrist. Therc is a
fracture of the radius but no displacement and it should hegl
guickly and not ccuse her any discomfort..e.

nLost Wedneosdoy ten of us pilcd into the baeck of o three ton
truck =nd went to Oxford to attecnd the mecting of British
Neurosurgecons, Mr, Dott is precsident of the society. Prof. Colrns
«nd Prof. Jeffcrson wcrc both there. We thoroughly cnjoycd the
whole day. The morning session wos taken up with discussion of
gun shot wounds of the head. Quitc a number of the case reports
came from districts rceciving woundcd from the morec heavily bombed
areas,  somec . of the reports were from Fraonce.

"All of us rre well =nd I -m surc our dispositions hnvg been
greatly hclped by the work now at hond and the preparations thnrt
have bcen under waye. QCur "moss® nights are alwoys o pleasant affair
and we 2ll speak of home nnd our associntions there cnd wish th~t
you could drop in with us®.
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