
Explanatory note on the conf6stion in the Neurological Institute 
and the need ror an extens on for members of the armed toroes . 

by 

Dr. John Kershman , Executive Assistant . 

The extent to which the Montreal Neurologioal Instittlte is at 

present congested can best be illustrated by reviewing brietly the 

history ot its expansion. 

The Institute opened in September 1934 with a tot al bed ca2acitl 

at 47 PAtients distributed as follows : 

Female public beds 16 11 floor 
'Male tt " 16 III tt 

Semi- private beds 6 IV " Private tt 9 IV n 

Total -47 

Faoilities , such as dressing rooms , reoovery rooms, kitohens, 

nursing servioes and operating rooms were all oaretully planned to 

·provide adequat e oare tor this number ot patients . 

Atter the first yearot operation , the beds were tully oocupied 

and these facilities were preswnably in total use . Thus in 1936 the 

average daily census throughout the year was 48 . Since then there 

has been a gradual expansion as illustrated in the following : 

Average daily oensus 1936 48 
1937 50 
1938 50 
1939 54 
1940 53 
1941 - 56 
1942 66 

In 1942 theretore , with the same tloor spaoe and faoilities as 

in 1936 , the Institute w~s taking care of 140% ot the original quota 

of pat ients . 
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year this has been impossible du.e to th,e bed shortage in these plaoes. 

It would be deplorable it the presen.t desree ot overorowding 

should go on. indefinitely, a..nd it is difficult to imagine that any 

turther inorease oan take plaoe. We must sh()rtly considerolosing 

our doors to the gradually increasing number of people who come to 

us tor relief. Indeed to':'day patients who are not emergenoies must 

wai t at lea.st 3 - a weeks or longer tor a bed and there is a long 

waiting list. 

The waiting list at the moment is as follows: 

Public patients awaiting admission 
Pr! Tate and semiprivate patients 

awaiting admis$ion 
Total 

P~blio patients: . 

40 

-* == 
J?utdown tor admission in Ootober 1942 ... 8 

November n 9 
December rt 7 
January 1943 - 14 

Three patients ha\Te theretore been waiting three months to g,et in. 

As a matter ot tact t.he~e are s,om.e waiting a longer time and have given 

up and have gone to other hospital. ,or some other disposal was luade . 

During the past two yea~s there have been referred to us an in­

creasing number ot men from the armed torces: 

January 
July 
January 
July 

to June (6 months) 1941 
rt December rt 1941 
tt June n 1942 
n December n 1942 

23 
48 
72 

- 118 

admissions 
" n 
et 

Thus in the last six months ,of 1942 the re wereflve times as many 

patients as in the first six mO.nths ot 1941. This illustrates very 

well the trend and there oan he no doubt that the numbers will rise 

sharply as soon as our 61"lllY takes a more aotive part in future ,oftensives . 

At the present time, one in every seven or eight admissi,ons is 

a service case, anCions-seventh ot ,our bed oocupancy consists ot servio. 
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ea s. The peroentae 18 higher it the oh1ldren oooupying cots 

are omitt d. Thus, ta-day there re 7 pati nts , 11 ot the ervloe 

oases . Tber ar 9 ohildren ocoupying (jots 0 tb t the adult popu-

1 tiOD Is 67, ot whom 11 or one-sixth ~l re s rvloe oases . 

It i apparent trom the figures quoted abov that the lno ease 

in our t.otal bed oooupanoy ls not due to the armed torQea alone but 

ls fro the oivilian population as well . 

Up to the present we huve always given tlrstoonsld ration to 

tbe needs of th armod torce nnd their p ti nt have always h d tir t 

olaim on any a.vallable beds . It Inust be pointed out, however, t at 

tor oertain ea80ns it wl11 ba 1 lJossible to oontlnu indefinitely 

suoh a polioy . 

spite the ereat inorease in ed o'oupanoy the Neurologioal 

lnati tute h s nev r b en selt- sllPPOl"ting nd h s alhays :raoed a 

large nnual defioit . Nearly all the lnoroase 1n bed ocoupanoy 

bas be n fro publio and oharity patients , and suoh patients nevor 

pay tor mar than traotion ot the co t ot th 11" oare. In 1941 

when our oosts were very aaretu~ly oheoked and all possible eoonomies 

undertaken , the oost .p r patient p r dtty as t6 .50 . The aver g 

pub11c pay patient only paid v.40 and Q . P . C .A ~ pat! nts, until very 

reoolrtly, only paid 2 . 00 per daY' • '!'he Neurologloal Institute has 

no endowments upon which to draw to ma e up this detioit . In recogni­

tion ot this tact and the import nt public duty whioh th In~ tl tut. 

performs. the City ot i:ontreaJ. have been 3king an annual grant ot 

15 t 000 • fllld the Provino e ot Qu beo an ann\1a.l grantor 20,000 . 

Bv n this doSS not altogether oover the annu 1 cost but it Is du 

to the generosity of the City and Frovince th~t the Inst1tut htis been 

able to 0 rry on its ork. r re th retore obllgat d to oontinue 



to cue 'tor tbe patients of tbe 0Ity and Pt."ovll1o despite over-

01'0 dins. an.d tbe oon8O ti0D must be kept with1n the bOUJ1ds ot 

our tacU1 ties . It le obV"ioWJ" fr_ physical. point of v1." 

alone , that the peak has been reached . It would. b impossible to 

oontiDue t.his and add to It th$oare ot, the inoreasing number ot 

patients rtom the arm 4 services und r existIng OOhdltlons . Yet 

it is equally obviou that our tighting en should be prov1d (\ ter. 

and d er e the best oaTS that we can sive t;hem and tb statt of 

the Institute ls Hadf to do all 1n its POW'elr to solve tbia pro'blem. 

January 20tb, 1943. 


