






































































The Atlantic Provinces Transportation Commission in letters 
cted to the Vice President of Canadian National's Atlantic Region 
to the Minister of Transport, viewed the resulting delays which 

were caused by the inadequacy of the vessels in the Newfoundland 
ferry service with deep dissatisfaction as they represented higher 
costs to Newfoundland receivers in the form of inventory, increased 

, risk of loss, damage and deterioration, lost production time, demur- 
rage charges due to bunching at rail terminals and, where goods 

, were urgently needed, the necessity of turning to premium priced 
,, transportation. While this Commission noted that difficulties in  

handling rail traffic to Newfoundland had been increased with the 
sinking of the Potrirk iclorvis, i t  none the less urged that a back- 
log representing not more than two days capacity be permitted to 
occur. The Commission further suggested that immediate steps 
shou!d be taken by the railway to charter such additional vessels as 
would be required to prevent a repetition of the delays experienced 
in the fall of 1972 and that more advanced long range planning was 
required for this vital inter-provincial link. 

In an extensive reply to the Commission's letter, the CNR 
outlined both the railways' actions in dealing with the backlog 
situation during the fail of the year and its plans to prevent such a 
recurrence in  1973. 

During 1973 Canadian National will have the vessels iVillinrrr 
Carson, Lcif Eirikssurt. Pri~lcess of T a s ~ ~ t o ~ ~ i n ,  and Anlbrosr Sltea 

" in year-round passenger service with the loltn Holrriltogr Grey 
joining them in May in a joint passenger-rail freight role. The 
Frrdcrick Carlcr and another chartered vessel, possibly the Sterrfro 
S,,o Trade will provide rail car space while the Strrr+ra Carrier 
will handle a combination of express containers and trucks. It has 
been planned by Canadian National to keep its three rail carriers in 
service during the period May - November and, at other times, to 
have a minimum of two. In the matter of an acceptable level of rail 
car backlog, Canadian National states that, with the capacity of the 
ferries to be in  operation in  1973, it should be possible to prevent 
more than the equivalent of two days "backlog" or approximately 
300 cars in the "pipeline" east of Moncton from accumulating at any 
one time. To overcome problems caused through cancelled sailings, 
Canadian National advises that it is necessary to have a slightly 
greater capacity to handle traffic on the Gulf than the daily traffic 

The Honourable Jean Marchand, in response to this Commis- 
sion's complaint, drew attention to the fact that tenders would be 
called for a replacement for the Patrick Morris early this year 
and that, in addition to this, the Ministry of Transport and other govern- 
ment agencies would be examining the potential of alternate means 
of servicing the transportation needs of Newfoundland. The Minister 
stated that he hoped to have some announcements of developments 
in regards to better transportation service between Newfoundland 
and the mainland. 





course, the major movement of Christmas trees had already taken 

In the meantime, Canadian railways published on November 13th 
a very low rate to certain International Boundary points on Christ- 
mas trees to help in alleviating the effects of the International Class 
rate adjustment on shipments of trees particularly to the southern 
United States. The railways are to be complimented for doing every- 
thing in  their power to alleviate the effects of revised class rate 
structure on the Christmas tree exporters. Subsequently, the Com- 
mission drew the factor of the delay of the U.S. regulatory agency in 
granting short notice permission to the attention of the President of 
the Canadian Transport Commission lor its information and guidance 
in future situations where short notice permission is required for 
rate changes between Canada and the United States. 

CONTAINER DIRECTORY 

During 1972 it became apparent that the opportunities presented 
to businessmen of the Atlantic Region by the very rapid expansion of 
the number of container lines calling at Halifax and Saint John had 
not been fully appreciated. In order to demonstrate to the business 
community that these new shipping services were providing fast, 
frequent service to reach ports in the major trading nations, the 
Atlantic Provinces Transportation Commission, with the co-operation 
of container terminal operators and shipping interests, assembled 
information on the details of the services of the container lines call- 
ing at the two Maritime ports as well as other information on terminal 
and miscellaneous charges for transportation, all of which was 
published in a "Directory of Ocean Containership Services Between 
The Ports Of Halifax And Saint John And World Ports". issued by 
this Commission in November. The Directory was particularly well 
received and to date over 1700 copies of the Directory have been 
distributed to firms and individuals within, as well as outside the 
Atlantic Region. In order to maintain the usefulness of the Directory, 
the Commission plans to provide updated information on a regular 
basis. 

NATIONAL (U.S.) MOTOR FREIGHT CLASSIFICATION - 
CANADIAN ADOPTION 

During the latter part of 1972, the Canadian Transport Tariff 
Bureau, the tariff publishing agent for a number of truck lines operat- 
ing between points in Ontario and between Ontario and other pro- 
vinces, and the Quebec Tariff Bureau, the tariff publishing agent for 
a number of trucking companies sewing Quebec and between Que- 
bec and the Maritimes, on behalf of their members announced plans 
to adopt the class ratings in the National Motor Freight Classification 
published by the American Trucking Association to replace the use 
of class ratings in the Canadian Freight Classification. Both Bureaus 
contended that the CFC is becoming obsolete as far as the present 
LCL ratings governing less than truckload shipments are concerned 
and they felt that such ratings will eventually be eliminated from the 
classification. 

36 









24, 1972 meeting of the Directors of the Atlantic Provinces Transpor- 
tation Commission the paper of Proposed Functions of the Commis- 
sion was thoroughly considered and subject to certain revisions, ap- 
proved. Page 9 of this Annual Review contains a paraphrase of the 
functions of the Atlantic Provinces Transportation Commission as 
adopted by the Directors. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OF ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

Again this year, the Commission can report that its services have 
been utilized in a substantial measure by Provincial Government de- 
partments, their industrial development agencies, municipal groups 
and joint federal-provincial sponsored agencies in their industrial 
development efforts. Over 90 specific requests involving industrial 
development projects were received covering a wide range of pro- 
ducts. In addition, a considerable volume of work was carried out 
for a consulting firm retained by the Province of Prince Edward Island. 

Much of the Commission's work throughout the year is in the 
nature of assisting business and industry with transportation and 
distribution matters and is not reported in detail since this would 
reveal commercial information of the companies using the Com- 
mission's services. Nevertheless, the following illustrations will pro- 
vide some indication of the nature of some of the activities in which 
the Commission has been able to provide tangible and specific as- 
sistance to industry and commerce throughout the region. 

The Commission assisted the Department of Agriculture in the 
Province of Newfoundland in negotiations with Canadian National 
Railways regarding rates on grain from the Lakehead to points in  
western Newfoundland. 

On behalf of New Brunswick grain growers the Commission 
negotiated lower rail rates on movements of grain from western New 
Brunswick to points in the United States. 

The Commission assisted a lightweight aggregate company 
operating at Minto, N. B. in its negotiations with the railway for rates 
to points in the Maritime Provinces and the Province of Quebec. In 
addition, it also provided information regarding rates for its compet- 
ing sources of supply to points in the United States. 

Through negotiations with the railways, the Commission secured 
freight rates on compressed logs on behalf of a new plant in New 
Brunswick that expects to commence production during the summer 
of 1973. 

The Commission assisted a biscuit manufacturer in the Maritimes 
to secure adjustments in its rates to destinations in Western Canada 
to enable that company to improve its competitive relationship with 
similar manufacturers in central Canada. 

The Commission on several occasions negotiated truck rates for 
























