
























































































In late November 1970 this Comission received numerous in- 
quiries from potato shippers concerning what appeared to De a change 
in the railways policy of allowing 10 days free time at the export 
ports of Halifax and Saint John before the assessment of what are 
technically called "refrigerator car detention charges" for export 
potato shipments held at these ports awaiting unloading. Refrigerator 
car detention charges might best be described as a second demur- 
rage penalty for detaining railway refrigerated car equipment. It had 
been the railways practice for many, many years that ten days free 
time be allowed before the assessment of either demurrage charges 
or refrigerator car detention charges and there had been no amend- 
ments in the railways' tariffs which would indicate a change in this 
policy. 

Investigation by this Commission revealed that a management de- 
cision had been made that the tariff provision which, for years had 
been interpreted as providing ten days free time, would no longer be 
interpreted in that way and that only two days free time would be al- 
lowed before the assessment of refrigerator care detention charges. 

The implementation of this shorter free time period would have 
meant an increase in cost to potato exporters of approximately $70.00 
per car - a cost which the potato exporter could not anticipate at 
the time a number of export contracts were signed and which he had 
no way of recovering from the buyer. 

Because of the serious effect this change of policy would have 
upon the Maritime export potato business, assisted by this Commis- 
sion many parties made strong representations to the railways to 
reinstate the ten days free time period before the assessment of the 
refrigerator car detention charges on export potato shipments via 
Halifax and Saint John. As a result the railways did revert to the for- 
mer practice of allowing ten days free time on this traffic for the 
1970-71 shipping season. 

The Commission has made no estimate of the savings secured by 
the Maritime Potato Industry as a result of this particular develop- 
ment. Nevertheless, i t  is safe to assume that savings several times in  
excess of the Commission's budget did accrue to New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island potato exporters. 

The Railways announcement that they were reverting to the for- 
mer ten day free time period indicated that this reversal of policy was 
of a temporary nature only and that the free time period would, fol- 
lowing consultation with the industry, be reduced to two days effec- 
tive on July 1, 1971. This Commission immediately recommended to 
the New Brunswick Department of Agriculture that steps be taken to 
enter into discussions with the railways at an early date with a view 
of maintaining the ten day free time period and securing such ad- 
ditional relief from increased rail rates and accessorial charges as 
possible. As a result of this recommendation a potato co-ordinating 
committee was organized in New Brunswick and an interlocking co- 
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her resignation at year end to accept employment in Newcastle, N.B. 
During her two years with the Commission Miss Stephens exhibited 
a loyalty and dedication to her work which, coupled with her pleasant 
personality, made her a valued employee. 

In the Commission Annual Report for 1969-70, it was indicated 
that the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador had decided for 
economic reasons to discontinue its financial support of the Commis- 
sion, effective April 1, 1970. The Commission's Newfoundland Vice 
Chairman has met during the year with the Deputy Minister of Econ- 
omic Development and the Commission is somewhat encouraged 
that the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador may again join the 
other three Atlantic Provinces in supporting the work of the Atlantic 
Provinces Transportation Commission. At year end no firm decision 
has been taken by the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador on 
this matter. 

To the Governments of the Maritime Provinces, the Atlantic 
Provinces Transportation Commission expresses its thanks and ap- 
preciation for their continued and increased financial support. Through 
this increased support, the Commission was able to carry on its 
activities to the benefit of a greater number of Maritime companies. 
The dollar benefit to the regional economy of the Commission's 
efforts during this past year was certainly far in  excess of the financial 
support received from the Provinces. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. M. Crosby 
Chairman 

Craig S. Dickson 
Executive Manager 








