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General Reſurrection, & c. 

P A R T  l.

E V E R  ſince ſin  entered into the world 
and de ath by ſin, this earth has been a 

vaſt grave yard, or burying-place f o r  her chil
dren. I n every age, and in every country, 
that ſentence has been executing, “  Duſt 
thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhall retun ." 
M ankind at firſt conſiſted only o f  one pair, 
but how: inconceivably nume rous are now  
the ſ ons of A d a m ! One ſingle nation com
monly contains many millions o f  men, and 
theſe millions form only one generation. 
How many, then, m uſt be the millions th at 

 have appeared on the earth in the long ru n 
o f  near ſix thouſand years ! Let imaginati
on call up this vaſt army ;— infants that have 
j uſt lived to ſee the light, multitudes of 
the young and middle aged, and all the o ld 
and grey-headed alſo— perſons of all coun
tries and o f  ſucceffive generations— let them 
all pa ſs in review before us, and how vaſt 
and aſtoniſhing is the multitude! I f the poſ
terity o f one man, A braham, by one or his 
ſons, w as according to the language o f D i
vine Promiſe, “  as the ſta r s  of heaven and as 
the ſ and of the ſea  ſhore, innumerable,”  who 
can compute the m ultitudes that have ſprung 
from all the d ifferent Patriarchs ? Who can
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number the long line o f  children th a t  hav e 
proceeded from Adam, and all the families 
of  the earth that have ſprung from the loins 
o f  Noah ! But what is now become o f  this 
v aſt and inconceivable ho ſt ? A las !  they 
are again turned into earth, their or iginal 
e lem en t; they are all ſ unk into the grave, 
excepting only the preſent generation ; and 
we alſo are going down, one after anothe r, 
into that place appointed for all living. There 
has hardly, perhaps, been one moment o f  
time, during the ſpace o f  many thouſand 
y e ars, in which one perſon or other has not 
been dropping into the grave ; and in ſome 
ſeaſons, through the ſword o f  war, the de
vouring peſtilence, or other viſit a tions o f  
God, thouſands have been mowed down at 
once, and have formed one undiſtinguiſhed 
heap o f  dead. T he greater part o f  m an
k ind, beyond companſon, are now ſleep
ing under ground. There lies  beauty, 
moulder ing into duſt, a prey to the v ileſt 
w orm s; there lies the mean and humble 
beggar ; and there lies the head that once 
wore a crown. There lie the mighty giants, 
the Samſons, and the C æ ſars o f  the world. 
T h ere  lie the wiſe and the learned, as weak 
and helpleſs as the fool. There lie ſome 
with  whom we ourſelves have converſed, 
and w h o  were once our dear friends and 
our com panions; and there lie our fathers 
and m others; and there perhaps alſo lies
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a tender wife or h u ſband, a child , a ſiſte r  
or a brother.

And ſhall they lie there a lw ays ? Sh all 
this body, the curious workmanſhip o f  God,
"  fearfully and wonderfully, made, " continue 
always i n  theſe ruins, and ſhall it never be 
reſtored ? This we know, that “  It is not 
a thing impoſ ſ ible with God to raiſ e the dead." 
He that could firſt form our bodies out o f  
nothing is juſt as able to form them anew, 
and to repair the w aſtes  o f  time and death . 
B ut what has he declared to be his intenti, 
on in this caſe? for on this the matter turns ; 
and it is a point which is fu ll y revealed in 
the Scriptures. "The hour is c o m in g ," ſays  
that Sacred Book, “  When all that are in the 
grave ſhall hear the voice of the Son of man, 
and they ſ hall come fo rth ; they that have done 
well, to the reſ urrect ion o f life ; and they that 

 have done evil to the reſ urrection of damnation."
“  Behold,"  ſ ays S t. Paul, “  I  ſhew you a myſ
tery  ; we ſ hall not all ſl eep," (that is, mankind 
will not all be ſleeping in death when the 
day o f  the Reſurrection comes, for there will 
be one generation remaining then alive up
on earth ; “  but we ſ hall all be changed; in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump, fo r the 
trumpet ſ hall ſ ound and the dead ſh all be raiſ ed 
incorruptible, and w e ſhall be changed." "For the 
Lord himſ elf ſ hall deſcend from heaven with a 
ſ hout, with the voice o f the Archangel, and with
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the trump of God ; and the dead in Chriſt ſhall 
riſ e firſ t  ; then we which are alive and remain 
ſha ll be caught up together with them to meet 
the Lord in the a ir."

Let us now realiſe the m ajeſty and ter
ror of this tremendous day. When the mul
titudes o f  the dead are ſleeping in the ſi lent  
grave; when many perhaps o f  the living 
are thoughtleſs o f  the great e v e n t ; when 
ſome men are running eagerly, as they 
are now, after r iches and honours and 
ſo me after ſenſ ual p leaſures ; while they are 
eatin g and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage; while ſome are aſ leep in the 
dead o f  n ight ; while ſome are planning 
future miſchief ; and ſome are in the very 
act o f  ſi n  ; w h ile th e c ourſe o f  nature ſeems 
to go on as u ſ ual, ſo that unbelieving ſcof
fers take occaſi o n from thence to aſk, “ Where 
is the promiſe o f his Coming ? fo r  ſ ince the Fa
thers fe ll  aſleep , all things continue as they were 
from the beginning o f the creation"— When, 
perhaps, a  few only are ſerving God, and 
are l o o k i n g  for their Saviour’s appearance—  
wh i le the multitude in ſhort no more expect 
the approaching judgment, than the people 
o f  Sodom did th e  de ſtruction that beſel 
them on that fine clear morning when Lot 
fled away ; or than the people of the old 
world expected the Deluge on the day when 
Noah entered the ark— then ſuddenly ſhall
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the Heavens open over the a ſtoniſhed world, 
and “  the trumpet ſha ll ſound and the dead ſ hall 
he raiſ ed in c o r r u p t ib le ;" for in an inſtant the 
ſ ound ſhall reach all the manſions o f  the 
dead, and "  in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye,"  the dead ſhall be ra iſed, and the 
living ſhall be changed. T his call will be 
as effectual in raiſing each o f  the ſ ons o f  
men as ever that call o f  C hriſt was, “  L a 
zarus, come forth .”  O , what a ſurprize will 
it be to the thoughtleſs w o r ld ! Should this 
alarm burſt over our heads this moment, 
with what terror would it ſtrike many a one 
who reads this deſcription o f  it ? How dread
ful, then, will be the ſurprize and conſter
nation when this event ſhall actually come 
to paſs ! Now, indeed, there are many who 
ſtop their ears : Now, though the voice o f  
Mercy calls, though R e a ſon pleads, and 
Conſcience warns, yet multitudes will not 
hear ; but then there ſhall be n o one among 
the millions o f  mankind that ſhall be able to 
d iſobey the ſummons, for the living ſhall 
ſtart and be changed, and the dead riſe at 
the ſound. But for what purpoſe ſhall they 
r iſe? It is in order that they may come to 
judgment. “  For we muſ t  all appear before 
the Judgrnent-ſ eat o f Chriſt , and muſt g ive  an 
account o f the things done in the body, whether
they be good or whether they be e v i l ."—And
theſ e  ſhall go away  into everlaſt in g  puniſ hment, 
and the righteous into life eternal. " — " A nd I



ſaw  ( ſays  the A p o ſtle) the dead, ſm all and 
great, ſtand before G o d ; and the books were 
opened, and the dead were judged out of  thoſe 
things which were written in the books accord
ing to  their w orks; and the ſea gave up the 
dead that wer e in it, and death and hell (th at 
is the place o f  d e p a r ted ſ p ir it s ) delivered up 
the dead which were in them, and they were ju d g 
ed every man according to his works,”— and who
ſo ever was not found written in the Book of 
L ife  was caſt into the lake of f i re." — A nd I  

ſ aw (continues the ſ am e Apoſt le)  a new 
heaven and a new earth, fo r  the firſ t  heaven 
and the firſt  earth were paſſed away.— And I  
heard a great voice out of heaven, ſ aying, Behold 
the Tabernacle of God is with men, and he w ill 
dwell with them, and there ſhall be no more 
death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, fo r  the f ormer 
things are paſſed away.— And He that ſ at on 
the Throne ſ aid , Behold I  make all things new. 
In l ike m anner  we are told in an o ther 
place, t h at “  the heavens and the earth are 
but kept in ſt ore until the day of deſt r u ction 
and perdition o f ungodly men ; "  and that when 
this "  great and terrible day of the Lord" ſh a l l  
come, then “ the very elements ſ hall melt with 
ſervent heat— the earth alſo, and all the works 
thereof ſhall be burnt up"— “  the heavens ſhall
depart as a ſc roll"— “  they all ſhall wax old
as doth a garment, and as a veſ t ure ſhall they 
be changed; "  and there ſhall then be “ new 
heavens and a new  earth, wherein dwelleth
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r ighteouſ neſ s ." Well might the A poſtle ſay,

"Seeing then that all theſe things ſ hall be diſ
ſo lved , what manner o f perſ ons ought we to 
be in all holy converſ ation and godlineſ s !  ”

There are m any things ſpoken o f  in ſcrip 
ture that ſhall follow the grand ſcene o f  the 
Reſurrection, w hich remain to be deſcribed; 
but we ſhall ſpeak in this place only of one 
further point, and that is o f  the perſon who 
is to be our Judge. It will be Je ſu s  Chriſt, 
“ f o r  the Father ; (ſays the Scripture) " ju d g 
eth no man, fo r God hath committed all judgment 
to the Son, becauſ e he is the Son of M an.”  
"  This ſ ame Je ſu s ,"  ſ aid the angels juſt after 
his Reſurtection) “  which is taken up from  
you into heaven, ſ hall ſ o come in like manner 
as ye have ſ een him go into heaven.”  Once he 
was "  deſpiſed and rejected of men;" “  he was 
led as a lamb to the ſ laughter, and as a ſ heep 
before his ſhearers is dumb, ſ o he opened not his 
mouth;" he was "mocked, and buf f etted, and 
ſpit upon;" he was h im ſelf arraigned before 
th e bar o f  Pontius Pilate, and he was hung 
upon the Croſs, as i f  he was the vileſt male
factor, the whole multitude having joined 
in crying, Crucify him, Crucify him.— But 
now, “  Behold he cometh in the clouds ; and 
every eye ſ hall ſ ee him, and they alſo which 
pierced him, and all nations of the earth ſ hall 
w ail becauſ e o f him." For the Lord Je ſ us ſ hall 
be revealed from  heaven with his mighty angels
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in flaming f ir e , taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the Goſp el of our 
Lord Je ſu s  C h r i ſ t ;" now alſo he is "  come 
to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe.” Some men think 
that to forget or to diſobey Chriſt is no 
great m atter ; they are good, as they call 
it, in their own way, and therefore they are 
ſatisfied. But ſuch men ſhould be reminded 
that i t is not at the bar o f  their own reaſon, 
nor even at the bar merely of their own 
conſciences that they are to be tried, b ut 
that they are to be tried at the bar o f  Je ſu s  
C h riſt. " The word that I have ſpoken to you,”  
( ſa id our Saviour to the Phariſees) "  it ſh all 
judge you at the laſt  day."  Let us further en
quire, then, what Chriſt hat h ſpoken to us 
and what the Scripture in general hath ſaid 
re ſpecting the manner o f  our trial on the day 
of judgment, for this is the way in which a
lone we can truly know whethe r we ſhall be 
accquitted or condemned.
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A N  H Y M N

On the Second Coming o f Chriſt.

LO ! He comes in clouds deſcending, 
He that was for ſinners ſla in ;

While the hoſt o f Saints attending 
Swell the triumph o f  his train !

Every eye ſhall now behold h im ;
Every creature bend the knee :

They that mock'd him too and ſold him, 
Pierc’d and nail’d him to the tree.

See, the Angels all adore h im !
Hark, the trump proclaims the day ! 

All the nations ſtand before him, 
Heaven and earth are fled away !

Come, thou Saviour long expected,
Sit on thine e ternal throne!

Thou that waſt by man rejected,
Claim the kingdom for thine own.

E N D  OF P A R T  I.




