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THE

S U R P R I S I N G  A D V E N T U R E S

O f  the Renowned

B A R O N  M U N C H A U S E N .

A B O U T  the beginning of his present Majesty’s 
reign, I had some business with a distant relation, 
who then lived on the Isle o f  T h a n e t ; i t was a
family dispute, and not likely to be finished soon.—  

I  made it a pract ic e ,  during my residence there, 
the weather being fine, to walk out every morning. 
A fter  a few of these excursions, I observed an object 
on a great eminence, about three miles distant; 

I extended my walk to it, and found the ruins of  
an ancient tem ple: on the eastern end were the 

 remains of a lofty tower, near 40 feet high, over
grown with ivy, the top apparently flat : I surveyed 
it on every side very minutely, thinking that if I 
could gain its summit, I should enjoy the most de
lightful prospsct  of the circumjacent country.—
A n imated by this hope, I resolved, i f  possible, to 
rain t h e  summit; which I at length ef f ected by 
m eans of the ivy ,  tho' not without great difficulty 
and d a n g e r .  T h e  top I found covered with this 
ever-green, e xcept a large chasm in the middle.—  
Curiosity prompted me to sound the opening, in

 order to ascertain us depth, as I  entertained a su-
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spicion that it might probably communicate with

 some unexplored subterranean cavern in the hill ;  
but having no line, I was at a loss how to proceed. 

 After revolving the matter in my thoughts for some 
time, I resolved to drop a stone down, and listen 

 to the echo ; which I had no sooner done, than I

 heard a rustling below, and suddenly a monstrous 
e agle put up its head right opposite my face; and 

rising up with imsistsble force, carr i ed me aw ay,

seated on its shoulders.— I instantly grasped it round 
the neck, which was large enough to fill my arms ;

a n d  its wings, when extended, were ten yards from 
one extremity to the other .— As it arose with a
regular ascent, my seat was perfectly easy, and I

e n joyed the prospect below with inexpressive p lea
s u re.— lt  hovered  over Margate for some time, 

then directed it course to D o v er-cliff. wh ere it a 
l ig h t e d ,  and I thought o f  dismounting, but was 

prevented by a sudden discharge of musketry from 
a party of marines that were exercising on the beach. 
It instantly re-ascended, and flew over ever the sea 

t owards Calais ; but so very high, that the Channel
to be no broader than the Thames at London-bridge.

In-a quarte r  o f  an hour I found myself  over a th ick

w o o d  in  F ran ce,  w h ere  th e  eag le  d escen d ed  very
r a pidly, which caused me to slip down to the bark 
part of its head ; but ahghting on a large 
t r e e ,  a n d

raising its head, I recovered my seat as be fore, but 
saw no possibility of  disengaging myself, without

the  danger of  being  k il led  by  the  fa ll:  so  I  deter-mined to sit fast. — Af t e r resting a few minutes,

it took wing, and proceeded — In three days I saw

th e  ro c k  o f  G ib ra lte r  v e ry  d is t in c t ly .—  T h e  d a y
being clear, notwithstanding my degree of elevation, 
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the earth’s surface appeared just like a  map, where 
land, sea, lakes, rivers, mountains, and the like, 
were perfectly distinguishable; and having some 
knowledge of geogeaphy, I  w as  at no loss to deter
mine what part o f  the globe I was in — M y  eagle, 
however, proceeded and looking before me with 

inexpressible pleasure, I observ ed that he was pre
paring to alight, and descended on the t op of a very 
high mountain.— A t  this time the moon, far dist ant
in the west, and obscured by dark clouds, bu t just
afforded light sufficient to discover a kind of shrub
bery all around —  T h e  eagle began to stagger 
 against t he shrubs ; I endeavoured to keep my sear, 

but was soon thrown to some distance am ong the 
bushes. —  In attempting to rise, I put my hand on 

a large hedge-hog, which happened to lie among 
the grass upon its back : I t instantly c losed round 
my hand, so t hat I found it impossible to shake it off. 
I  s t ruc k it several times against the ground vvithout 
effect ; but while I was thus employed, I heard a  
rustling among the shrubbery, and looking up, 

I saw a huge animal within three yards of m e ! I 
could make no defence, but held  out both my hands, 
when i t  r u shed on me, and seized that on which 
the hedge  hog was fixed. —  M y  hand being soon 
relieved. I ran to some distance, where I saw the 
creature suddenly drop down and expire, w i t h the 
h edge hog in  its throat ! —  As soon as day appeared, 
the eagle fled off, and I travelled to the town in
tend ing for Rome. —  I travelled post, and finding, 

myself in a narrow lane, bade the positillion g ive a 
signal with his horn, that other travellers might not 
meet us in the narrow passage. — He b lew  with all

his might,  but his endeavours were in vain ; he could
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not make the horn sound, which was un accountable 
and rather unfortunate ; for soon after we f ound 

 another coach coming the other way : there was
 no proceedi ng ; however, I got out o f  my carriage,

and being pretty strong, placed i t, wheels and all,
on my head: I then jumped over a hedge about 
nine feet high (which, considering the weight of 
the coac h, was rather difficult) into a field, and 
c a m e  out again by another j ump into the road be
yond the other carriage.— I then wen t back for the 
horses, and placing one on my head, and the other 
under my l eft arm, by the same means brought 
them to my coach, and proceeded to an inn at the
end of our stage. —  After  we arrived at the inn, 
my postillion and I refreshed ourseIves: he hung
h i s  horn on a peg near the kitchen fi r e, and I sat
on the other side.— Suddenly we heard a T eren g !  
tereng! teng ! teng ! W e  looked round, and now 
found the reason the postillion had not been able 
to sound his horn ; his tunes were frozen up in i t ,  

a nd came out how by thawing, plain enough, and 
much to the credit of the driver, so that the honest 

fellow entertained us for some time with a successive 
v ariety of tunes, w i thout putting his mouth to the 
horn, to our great astonishm ent! 

H AVING at length arrived at Rome, after ſ t ay
i n g  a  ſh o r t  while th ere, I set o ff f r o m  Rome on

 a journey  to R ussia, in the midst of winter, on horse
bac k , as the most convenient manner of t r avelling. 

I w a s b u t  lightly,c l othed, and of this I  felt the
 inconvenience, the m o re I advanced north east.—

Charity, however, induced me to throw my ma ntle 
o ver an old man, lying : most naked, on a  b leak
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common in Poland.— At length night and darkness 
o vertook m e ; no village was to be seen : and the 
c ountry, was covered with snow — T ire d , I alight ed, 
and fastened my horse t o  some t hing I f e  a pointed 
stump of a tree, which appeared above the s n o w  ; 
and lay d own on the snow, where I slept so soundly, 
that I did not open my eyes till full day-light.—  

C o ncei ve my astonishment, to find myself  in the 
midst of a village, lying in a church yard — M y  
horse was not to be seen; but I heard h im soon 
after neigh somewhere above me. —  O n looking 
-upwards, I beheld him hanging, by his bridle, to 
the weather cock of the steeple. —  Matters were 
now very plain : the village had been covered with 
snow over night; a sudden thaw had taken place; 
I had sunk down g e ntly to the church yard as the 
snow had melted away ; and what in the dark I had 
ta ken to be a stump of a tree, appeari ng above 
 the snow, proved to have been the wea t her-cock 
of the steeple ! I took one of my pistols, s hot the 
bridle in two, brought down the horse, and pro
ceeded on my journey.

I was at Count P r z obosky ’ s noble country-seat, 
in Lithuania ; and being at tea, I remained with 
t h e  ladies in the draw ing room, while the gent le
men were down in the yard, to see a young horse 

of blood, which was just arrived from the stud.—  
W e heard a noise ! I hastened down stairs, and 

found t he horse so unruly, that nobody durst ap
pr oach or mount him.— A t one leap, I was on his 
back, took him by surprise, and worked him quite 
into gentleness and obedience. T o  shew my horse
manship to the ladies, I forced him to leap in at
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o n e  o f  the windows of t he draw ing-room ; walked 
I round several times, pace, trot, and  gallop; and,  

 at last, made him mount the tea-table, there to 
repeat his lessons in a style wh ich was exceedingly 
pleasing to ths ladies; for he performed them amaz
ingly well, and d id not break a singl e cup or saucer !
T h e  noble L ord, with his usual politeness, begged  

I  w o u ld  accept of this young horse, and ride him 
to conquest and honor, in the campaign against 
the Turks, which was so on to be opened, under 
the co mmand of Count Munich.

SOME years before my bear d  announced ap
p roaching manhood, I expressed a strong desi re of  

seeing the world; from which I was discouraged 
by my parents —  A cousin, by my mother’ s side, 
took a liking to me, and was much inclined to gra
tify my curiosity. —  His eloque nce had more effe c t  
than mine, for my father consented to my accom
panying him in a voyage to the Island of  Ceylon, 
and we sailed from Amsterdam — T h e  only c ircum
stance which happened on our voyage w orth notice, 
was the wonderful effect s  of  a storm, which had torn  
up by the roots a great number o f  trees of enorm
ous bulk, that had been carried by the w ind so high, 
that they appeared like the feathers o f  small birds 

floating in the air;  for they were at least five miles, 
above the earth ! However, as soon as the storm 
subsided, they all fell perpendicular into their r e 
spect i v e  places, and took root again, e x c e p t  the 
largest wh ich happened, when it was blown into 
the air, to have a man and his wife on its branches, 
gathering cucumbers, which here gro w  on trees! 
T h e  weight of  this couple, as the tree descended,
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overbalanced the trunk, and brought it down in 
a horizontal position : It fell upon the chief  man of 
the Island, and killed him on the spot, to the great 
joy of the inhabitants!

O n my return to England, I had occaſion to 
go down to Wapping to ſee ſ o me g oods ſh ipped 
for Hamburgh : after that, I took the Tower W h a rf 
in my way back. I was ſo much fatigued, that  
I ſ te pped  int o one of the cannon to compoſe me, 
where I fell faſt aſleep. This was about noon; 

it was the fourth of  J une : at one o' clock, the 
cannon were diſcharged in memory of the day ; and
I was ſhot over the houſes, on the oppoſire ſide of 
the river, into a farmer’ s yard, where I  fell upon 
a large hay ſtack, without waking, and continued 
there, in a ſound ſleep, till hay became ſo extrava
gantly dear, (which was about three months after.) 
that the farmer  found it his intereſt  to ſend him 
wh ole flock t o  mar ket:  The ſrack I  was repoſing 

 upon, was the largeſt in the yard, containing above 
500 load; they began to cut that firſt .  I waked 
with the voices of the people, who had aſcended 
the ladders to begin at the top , and got up, totally 
ignorant of  my ſit uation: In attempting to run 
away,  I fell on the farmer to whom the hay be
longed, and broke his nec k , yet received no in
jury m yſe l f !

Thus, have I related the moſt intereſt in g  part 

o f  my  adven t ures.

F  I N  I S .  


