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THERE is nio part of our religion which is bet-
ter known than the great and important fact,
that Jesus Christ our Savior died on the cross for
is; and yet it is often known to little or no pur-

wrious circumstances attending his death ; how he
wsagonizing in the garden, a little before that
iacadful event, saying, ¢ Father, if it be possible,
| let this cup pass from me, nevertheless, not my
wil! but thine be done.” And now, his disciples
during this agony of their Master, were unable,
| throug}i weariness, to keep their eyes open, and
lhree timess following feil asleep. You, probably,
| dso remember very well, that he was betrayed
EOOH after by one of these his own Disciples, and
frayed even by a kiss, Many affecting circum-

}m'ilrea(ct?er?mog lpeople who before had admired his
it Jeru,s?r; 1ad welcomed him as he rode meekly
" Bl 4X€m upon an ass, crying out, * Hosanna

Son of Duvid! Hosanna in. the highest,’—

pose. We all have heard also, more or less of the

Sances attended his being led out to execution.—
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- whose hands were the Old Te

x i | g g v o 1 | Auv'm
others with himy, onreither. side one, andJestif

Now turned against -him. The Chief Dricsic
€N, |

stament Sepire,
= v o | rl Ao
those. true oracles of God, which foretolq O;u‘e.b’
: ", L o
Jesus Christ, and ‘who ought is

- therefore
b(-;en. the first todo him honor, ' and to wjlcOm(:d}:(‘e
coming—even the chief priests, I'say, becams his

> &G S

enemies, nay, his chief enemics ; fy 1t Was they
who secretly stirred up the people, having takeg
counsel among themselves how they might Dt
him to death. Pontius Pilate also, the chief p,
gistrate, who was bound by his office to do Justice
and who was appointed to be a judge for this yery
end; even he, while he confessed that he saw o
fault in him, consented to give bim up. Thes.
diers insulted him, thinking. no doubt, to abiai
praise from_their superiors for cvery. aftront whid

they could offer, to  this despised - Chuist.; Thy
mocked him, and dressed him up ina purple b
and they put on him a crown of thorns, and they
spit on him, and they smote him with the. palws of
their hands; and said, ¢ Hail, King of, the s
and ﬁﬂ&”y‘ 3“ t:lf‘&e lllu Cﬂiﬂy‘ii ]1e<, ’U‘e]_ng agreed to-
gether,—¢ they took Jesus-and led him avayrol
he bearing the cross; went forth into.a place cilltd

i

-the Place of a skull, which is called. in the Hebe

Golgotha, . where they crucified. him, and A
the midst.” ({Then the soldiers took.his g@f?’?nf
and, made four parts, to cvery soldier,a B?rt' aai‘
also his coat, which was without a seams lhﬁ}’t;sb-ut.
therefore among themselves, let us not I'S:Q.d 3 i é
czist lots for,it, that the Qld 'i’cstﬁﬂi??en-t-“?{igﬁgﬁ
might be fulfilled, which  saith, They pa;ﬁt'fhe
raiment among them, and for my | ves,m‘ﬂtodﬁ_
4id cast ‘ots, And they gave him vinegal




! : . and when he had tasted. there~
 mingle Wlltg %1&(2 ’d';l;gk. And sitting down they
iy (;vloilm there. And they that passed by T€
w.atfih}e-m] wagging their heads and sayingf—'l hou
Vdvet d;lstrgyest the temple, and buildest it in three
tﬁ;s, qave thysel. If thou be the Son of G(;d,
ome down from the cross. Likewise also “18
chicf priests mocking him with the scribes and el;
Jers said—He saved others, himself he cam}?t
ave, The theives also which were crucified with
wini cast the same 1n his teeth. . Now. from! the
axth hour there was darkness all over the Jand,
atil the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour,
Josus cried with a loud voice, My God! my God !
why hast thou forsaken me > And straightway one
of them that stood by took a sponge and filled it
sith vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to*
Iink. Jesus, when he had cried again with. a loud
wice, yielded up the ghost. And Blhold the veil

- ofthe temple was rent in twain from the top to the

bottom, and the earth did quake, and rocks rent,
ad the graves were opened, and many bodies of
the saints which slept arose and came’ out of the
grayves alter his resurrection, and went into the holy
g;tgtu;ixgi ”ppﬁ;efl unto many. Now, when the
i 11;]1; : e)i th_zllt were Wl!'h him, .watch_mg
e \the (%S,ﬂ?ldk?’ and those tlllngs that
£ S;m Ofch;gz’: greatly, saying, Truly this

| Woiéé?ffi ﬂ;fldsto{? ?-f the death of Christ—a most
§ tses to bo 1?1 Cfo}ng story.. But what are the
i) guarci ade of 1t¢ Now in the first place, 'I
my readers against some comymon er-
subject, and then I will describe what it
perly affected by the death of Christ,

| 107s on this
48 tOAbe pro




First, then, I would warn you, that : :
nough simply to believe that Jegys thr'at ' isngp,,
as the Scriptures here describe and wlStreaH.y ied,
tor: There is indeed a knov'vled easf 110 Impog,
which as I'shall presently shew, is gof ?1‘ this tru
ance; but there is also a certaip, carelelgh P
feeling knowledge of it, which perh s,
creases our guilt and condemnatiop. God forhy
says some, that I should be so wicked as n torbld
~ hieve that Jesus Christ died for me. God fo gf’ -
‘80, that I should take part against him. g Iolr. o

story, and that I should be like Judas or I’zad'hIS

y : : ) ntly
Pilate, or the chief priests, or the soldiers, o ;
of the multitude who cried out, Crucify oy 2‘1;],
him !” It is admitted that you believe the’y cruccli%’
_ed him wickedly, and were guilty of his blood: ami
that you would not for the world have had the’stain
of that blood upon you. But stop, my friend, g
you sure that you do not resemble in some res];ects
these very people ? The great sin of the multituge
nay, and of many princes and chief persops i
those days, was their thoughtlessness and ign:
rance of Jesus Christ, “* For had they knownit s
the Scripture tells us, they would not have cruc-
ﬁed the Lord of Glory. Most of those who joine
in the cry against Christ, seem to me to have been
your irreligious, ignorant, and unthinking sort of
people, who trouble themselves very little with
thinking who is good, and who is wicked. The
were ready, thevefore, to follow any blind gt
and to commit almost any wickedness witho!
knowing what they were doing.

Now, if you are a thoughtless ignorant pers™
who have never considered at all what is true g&

t‘

ot ¢

liness, and what is true religione—if you are 0it°
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religion merely on trust,

Lo have hitherto taken part with Christ only,
| nd wh vou happen to have lived among peojle
foegaiee jm that side, you exceedingly decelve
19 al?‘f ou fancy you are 2 real believer.—
no):V that you were in France, where
| nany talk against Cbrist, and bring for.ward "pla-u-
. gble and well-sounding arguments against Chris-

hose Who take up your

tianity—o0r Sup
ponths in England,among people (and some sgch
qere are in this country ) who are always talking
jgainst Christianity, 1 fear such faith as yours
yould presently give way, and you who now sup-
nse yourself a Christian, weuld turn against that
Gyior about whom you have hitherto troubled
yourself so little 5 just Jike that mob of unthink-
ing people who at one timxe€ cried out, ¢IHosanna
i the son of David I’ but, presently afterwards
turned round and said, ¢ Crucify, Cfucify him!'—
' Tuke care then, in the first place, that your’s is not,
which is in fact no believing at all—which lasts no
longer than while Christianity is fashionable among
those around us.

But beware also of another way of believing im
thedea.th of Christ, which is of almost as little use
plication to y:mrselvle s gn M ot
g e €s, SO as to_m uence your own
b vorld: Tkl say seme, 1S the Savior of th.e
‘ s they also call him commonly, ¢Our Savi-

hi .
M they shall be saved: but here lies the great

Mischief—th | ' '
b tiomsclins ey have not applied this matter to

pose you were to go and live a few

that idle thoughtless way of believing in Christ,

or;’'—th : :
» —they trust in a general way, that through

He is our Saviorythey are apt to
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say! but, He is My Savior, ig a lan | |
they ‘have not yet attained. ' THax
with the general trith, {op they h}ava o i
uneasy and cast down on dccount of the’f)
therefore they have never needed to be:
and raised up. Neither have they fe]t thC
some new and powerful motive tg obed-ies o
as the true knowledge of the death of Chrc'e’ i
plies; they are therefore almost as colg tiSt'su~‘
ferent, though they know the general tr aln i
more ionordant . 1 fi - iy
bi - persens 1 first spoke of, But the
hreamng of this rebuke will be rendered stj]] mor
plain by preceeding next to shew what it is to b:
properly aftected by the death of Christ.
e kb s e e EVY W
4 mu g 1on of knowledge,
~OIME persons, perhaps, have been to church map
hundred times'in their lives, and still they know
little or nothing ‘even of Jesus Christ—the great
subject of all” préacliing. = Ask yourselves then,
who was Christ? He is called in Scripture the Son
o1 God,” he ‘'was not a mere man like us, but he
came down from heaven and he went back to hea
ven again. He was with God the Fatherin the be
giming, for the Scripture saith, «The Word (hat
is Christ) was with God, and the Word was God;
and the Word was made fiesh, and he dwelt among
us.” Now, if we know that Christ is thus great, and
divine, we shall know also, that there is good
thuson for-trusting in him. If a common iy
were o promise you something great, perhapsyo
would not trust his promise, because you might
suspect that he had promised rnore than sucha‘OTt’g
as he could perform ; but if a King’s Son were ;
proniise you the same thing, you would put col




' | ' ' B —
nce in hi b ? ”
in him, ecause ] _ .
" ; 1€ W ‘
thought the thing were ever ‘Las a King’s Son, and
pave no doubt at all on tl so great, you \»j {\
is the Son of G e matter. N vould
| sod ;—He is ' ow Chri
worthy to be trus : is therefor st
i rusted in, witl re great and
t‘hmgsm which he Clai{\: 1 respect to all th i
J fed to fulfil all the ends fis our trust.  He is ose
world, and to accom *1_ or which he Came? quali-
Salvation. But h plish the great w into the
~ 1t how d at work 1
: . oes he ¢ rk of <
swer, chiefly by the dyi ; accomplish it ? I our
the point en which }’Img for us—this is t}'--I an-
dwell. : nmean . : nerefore
by his death, 1 ere princij 1T
We are all si or our si tion, or a-
re all sinners. W ns. Man is . a
day, and every hoix : ¢ ought to obe Ga sinner.
do nothing but wl : of every day {/’V od every
every thin wat God 'e ought to
~every thing we IoUE; commands. ¢ to
| é‘lota thought oug! tecause St cile andd to do
| does not ap ght to be ‘i | mands it.—
| approve-—r e ‘indul o ——
the heart. llti\ge not a Sing}e 'Wig}ed which God
B 5 e é.st“inzsl‘zinw' sh or affecti ~
A . ST, N 5" e £ a_\.r’. =
soul, and mind, ar lLhy God with all ths s, ‘Thou
as thyselt.’ , and strengt hy heart
yselt.” Rut d gth, and th art and
thou love thy nei o you thus love Gf‘y neighbour
good being hab;t‘“%hqnu' nlso ? 1 _OL}, and dost
continually itually in your s this great and
L e your thoughts, an¢ anid
peﬂSe } I 39 c{') tO VOury oy = S’ anJ aye % “
A i P At yvourself,— H Ire you
teSt also to Sex‘;c e you for the Lo*i?w shall |
ures, and care every one of rd’s sake ear-
them ? Apd areful not to ‘)ieL‘yOm‘ fellow crea-
| , is it alwa cie = -
%,OOd lmentiomlt déWJYS ﬂmis W&it; yourself before
ook b S and aip ' | yous D :
ack &) aims never fl: . o the
you cast oﬂ‘n?“ to your C(){!f'iur(:: »-ﬂflg within you ? 21
ke youy sloth betimes ¢ ct'this morming ;—=di
Lllse < & 6\') s 7 3 o g ’-—.d' ®
: yO . id
toprav u ought!
P a‘,eras ol 3 b“ ! Dld $
v yououg hE wi you be-
ght with earn
nestness,

fide
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with warm affection towards God, wit} Pevar
with deep humility, with becoming devutionpeli;?,
you read his word as you had Cpportunity : D¥d
you pursue whatever was the mosg Proper dyt “:,
the next houy wjth ;1lacrity, and in gz perfect 1‘? l?t
frame of spirit ¢ Has no im patient thought l"isengu
this day—no evil desire-—has no angy }} word pro?
ceeded out-of your lips? Now, if in €Xaiining yoy
conduct for a sipgle morning, you find mucl iy
may be traced in you, what then must have beep
the sin of your whole lives! O think op this sub.
ject, and apply it to your own hearts ! Think, |
mean, of those offences against God.which in child:
hood, in youth, and in riper age you have com.
mitted. Think also, of all the good which you
might have done, and have neglected to do. Per.
haps many a false step in life has been deliberately
taken by you, and many a gross and dreadful siy
committed, besides all your other innumerable of:
fences ; and if you do not see much sin to have been
in you, it is only because your ignorance. has hid-
den from you your guilt; because your conscience
is blinded, and your whole life has been one con
stant course of forgetfulness of God, and neglect
of his will anid commandments.

And how, therefore, 1 say, are all these sinsto
be pardoned ? Will your future cbedience serveas
a plea before God? Alas! you cannot expect to
do in future any thing more than your wholefu-
ture duty, even if you canbe supposed to do that,
the future theretore shall not be able at the utmost
to atone, for more than itself.—Will you then 54,
that your sins are small, and shall be forgiven on
account of their smallness? But are they notsibs |
against the great God,and does not yourconscren;?
witness In consequence of what has been alreay




j1 |

1. that they are both many and great? Will you
aid lead that they were committed through ig-
gt ez:md thougl‘ntlessness? I answer, that this r
nm:antclfoughtlessness was a sin. Or will you plead, |
'vel{’wrt that your sins, do not in themselves de- ‘
mr:;e pimishmeht? [ answer, that at this rate you
:a 15 well say, that no sin deserves punishmeng; :
for if one sin, why not a.nother ¢ And ‘how then is
God’s government, or indeed any government to
e maintained, if sin and ignorance are to be all
Jike, and if the guilty are not.to be liable to any
punishment,,for their guilt ¢ : .

Now this is a plain and practical way in which
| every one, as I think, may learn to understand the
. great ends of Christ’s coming into this world. IHe
'~ ame ‘to die for us, the just for the unjust, that
he might bring us to God.” He came ‘to seek
and to save them that were lost, (for without him
we are all lost) and to give his life a ransom for
1s’—¢ Behold then the lamb of God which taketh
away the sins of the world.’—* For he was brought
2 a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep belore
the shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.”
—That Jesus whom wicked men crucified between
two thieves, one on either side, and Jesus in the
midst—that Jesus who hung on the cross as a cri-

mlqal for our sakes, was wounded for our sins, and
bruised for our iniquities. He bare our sins on his
owi body on the tree. Qur sins are imputed to :
him, and his righteousness is lmputed to us, if we
ae of the number of those who confess their sins,
and who_by a hearty repentance, and frue faith turn
unto him, ,

While therefore we read the melancholy tale of

i 'Deat;h_of Christ, we must not forget what a part

/
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wethad in it. Tt is not the soldier only: that Dier

the side of Christ, It is .not the Jews only t?ed
crucified him—it was not Judas, op Pontiug Pila;:t
or Caiaphas, or the chief priests only that g4 thi;
deed—it is our sins that have crucified hipy. We

. should  ““look on him whom wg have pierceq

God would have interposed in order to deliver i
own Son from the base and wicked treatment whicy

-he was exposed to from his enemies, if the
) re had

not been a grand design to be accomplished by .
namely, your salvation and mine. While we Weep

over a sullering Savios, let us then weep over thoge

sins of our own which caused him to suffer. Ang

while we blame Pilate, and Herod, and Judas, ang
all the rest of the wicked tribe, let oup blame be
chiefly directed among ourselves, whose guilt hag
made this costly sacrifice necessary, and for whose
sake Christ was contented to die—was contented to
bear his cross to Golgotha, and then to be crucified
upon it. This then is the way to be properly af
fected by the story of the death of Christ.

But further, we should be affected” also with a
sense of gratitude for the benefits derived from
Christ’s death. It is not sorrow, or contrition only
that we ought to feel on reading Christ’s death—ve
ought also to feel thankfulness and joy for our deli-
verance. Clirist has suffered that we might gofree,
What thanks and praise are due to both God the
Father, who spared not his own Son, but delivered
him up for ws all; and to Christ himself for the
willingness with which he became obedient unto
death—even the death of the cross—for the willing:
ness with which he bore his agony in tlye garden,

and then carried his cross, ‘and then<had hi‘s bodi’_
nailed to the accursed tree—for the willingness, t

g 3
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iy which he sndared all until the hour came,
ay, WIth ¥ 7 atved  the vinegar, he cried out,
when having’ FECE" 520, oy BTN bk
and said, “1t18 finished 1" ool YA ~las
Gratitude 1s there_fore mpst cleiaﬂ_,y duq to Christ
op this mercy; and inthe idea of this gratitude, I
mean to include” 3 thankful 'fmd-‘wx_llmg obedience.
What ! is noreturn due to him for these sufferings
which I have shewn were ;2.11'01?_ oui".u,(;com:t?‘ ,O.r',
ifyou admit that we should give }_n"‘m‘ p_l‘a?sed,‘ will
vou say that this praise should be withour lips only?.
No, surely it shotld ‘be with otirlives; we should
io from the heart whatever he commands us.—
When the apestle Paul thought of Christ dying for
hit, he'was led to say, that “they which live thro”
Christ, should now no longer live to themselves,
but unto him 'that died for-them, and rose agdin.’
Do'you then live to yourself or with a view to
Christ’s service 7 Ask yourself that question.
What do you chiefly aim ‘at in life ¢ To please
your own’ humour—to advance yourself and your
fimily in the world-—to be comfortable as long as
you are in it, and to pass through'it with reputation,
honor, ‘and prosperity, having plenty of all the
. good things of this life, and caring much for your-
self, and little for other people ? Or have you re-

ally learnt’ by the study of the death of Christ'to '

l‘lje_zl”s’ Pail did, no longer to yourself, ‘but t6 him
who' (}i‘ed‘ for ‘you? “The story of “our'"Savior’s
de-aj;%,“_' l‘ight’ly understood, should make you come
tQ,SUFh a determination as the following ;—° O
mf‘frc_l;h‘ll Savior.” ‘it 'should teach us to say, * thou
h?}S%{;bt;Spared to give up thy life a sacrificé for
My sin, that so (notwithstanding all ‘my offence

dguinst God, which might have brou oht down Just

punishiment ipon'me )1 might be entirely delivered’
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from my guilt, and be made heir of Everlagt;
glory. 1 bless thee for this astonishing 5
mercy, and my life shall now be dedicateq
thee. , My heart is filled with gratitude [mt l}mto
who has even died for me, and this gratiludz t}:ee’
teach me obedience. I will spend my days ons t
in doing thy will. Much hast thoy sacri‘ﬁceda;‘th
me-—what then shall be my return? [ wij sun,e;)r
der to thee my time, my talents, my all; | Wi;i
deny myself—I will renotnce all selfish plans of
llving,: [ will also mortify my body; I wi] resist
my pride, my vanity, and all' my various sins ; |
will now be thy servant, for thou hast bought me
by thy, blood, and I will think no service hard, ang
o sacrifice great for thy sake.’

_ But lastly, I would observe, that they only are
rightly affected by the death of Christ,” who coni.
fue to be rightly affected by it. It is not enough
to feel while you read this story some such emo-
tions as | have described. You must think often
of this Savior who has this day been set forth as
crucified before you. You mast think of him not
on this day but to-morrow also: not to-morrow
only, but all the days of your life ; not occasion-
ally, in short, but babitually. The common mo-
tive of a true believer’s actions is a regard to .h‘m '
who died for him. The thought of his Saviors
erucifixion, recurs to him in all the various periods
of life; and I may add more particularly, that it
recur's to him in every hour of trial—in every se
son of temptation, of provocation, .of hardship and
of disgrace. Are you dejected ? What is your de-
jection to that of Christ ? Are you in pain? Wha't
is your pain to his pain, and your sorrow to the SO‘(i
row of hissoul! Are you contradicted, reviled, and
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.47 Behold your Savior wearing a crown of
despL® ressed in a purple robe, mocked, insulted
tlwl‘ﬂ‘-”i‘t ;pon» ‘and then crucified between two
a".d sts having Barabbas a murderer, preferred be-
;Brlg hm.  Again, do you meet \.\:ith unkind usage
o veturn for all your kindness and benevolence to
others ? Does nohojy thank you, though you try to |
1o every body geod ¢ Lo they hate you even, and .
revile you, though you lay out your whole life in
endeavouring to serve them? Behold your Savior
laying dewn his life for his enemies; and when he
. yasreviled, not reviling again! Father, says he,
| forgivethem ! forgive these my murderers, for
. whom lam now dying ! ¢ Father, forgive  them,
| for they know not what they do !” O what a spirit of
persevering kindness does the right knowledge of
- Christ’s death teach ‘'us! in short, is there any
grievance in our case? our very grievances may
remind us of Christ crucified, for that cup of bit-
- terness of which we merely taste, he drank up even
h to the dregs, for the whole wrath of God fell upon

-

his head, and therefore our Savior’s death is at once

a motive to all cheerful obedience, and a cure for

all our complaints. May we then use the doctrine .

for this purpose, and thus may we shew that we
'  have a true faith in Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE END,
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