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J O S E P H ,  &c.

"  A L L  theſe things are againſt  me,” ſaid good 
old Jacob, when he was told o f  what had 

happened to his ſons in Egypt; for we may remem
ber that they had been obliged by Joſeph to leave 
their brother Simeon behind them, and had even 
been required to bring Benjamin alſo : On hear
ing  this, old Jacob cried out, "  Joſeph is not, and 
Simeon is not, and ye will take away Benjamin: 
all theſe things are againſt me.”

Ah! how little did Jacob know of the real na
ture of  thoſe events which were befalling him! The 
very things which he ſaid were againſt him, in 
fact were making for him, for they led the way to 
the recovery o f  his ſon Joſeph, who had been loſt, 
and alſo to Jacob’s removal, with all his family, 
i nto the plentiful land of Egypt. I do not wonder, 
indeed, that this poor old man, bowed down as he 
now was with age and infi rmity, and deprived, as 
he had been, firſt of one dear ſon, and then o f  
another, ſhould be unwilling to let his preſent fa
vorite  Benjamin be carried o f f  into Egypt.— And 
yet, what could he do? The famine now again 
g rew very ſore in the land, and at laſt ,  when all 
the corn from Egypt was eaten up, even J acob
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himſelf is repreſented as a ſking his ſons to go ag ain 
and buy a little food.

“  Then Judah ſpake unto him, ſaying, The 
man d id ſolemnly p ro teſt unto us, y e  ſhall not ſee 
my face, except your brother Benjamin be with 
you.— Unleſs therefore thou ſend him, we will not 
go down to Egypt.” Then Jacob ſaid unto his ſons, 
“  W hy did ye tell the man that you had a brother?” 
And they anſwered, "  The man did examine us 
cloſely about our kindred, and therefore we told 
him, for how ſhould we know that he would bid us 
fetch our brother to him?” Then Judah ſaid very 
earneſtly, "  I p ray you ſend the lad, that we may 
not all die, we and our little ones, and I will be  
ſu rety for him.” And Jacob ſaid, “  I f  it m uſt be 
ſo, do then as you deſi r e .  But take ye the beſt 
fruit i n  the land, balm, and honey, and ſpices, and 
myrrh, and nuts, and almonds; and take double 
money in your  hands, and the money that you 
brought back in your ſack’s mouths carry again; 
peradventure it was an overſi ght. Take a l ſo  your 
brother with you, and God Almighty give you m ercy  
before the man, that he may ſend away your other 
brother,  and let Benjamin return alſo.— If  I muſt 
be bereaved of  my children, there is no help for  
it, I muſt be bereaved."

Thus did the ſons o f  Jacob depart, all of  them 
trembling with anxiety and fear, and uſing many 
precautions to avoid giving offence to the g reat 
perſon to whom they were going.

Now this, I may obſerve, is a picture o f  what 
ſometimes happens to us. God is perhaps p re 
paring to favour us with ſome great bleſſi n g ,  j u ſt  
as he was now about to favor the family of  J a c o b ;  
but before he gives us p o ſſeſſion of the bleſſi n g ,  he
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leads us through ſome dark and dreary path,  and
we fancy a great evil is coming upon us. W hen 
therefore God is opening the way to theſe new 
mercies, we hang back , and ſay with good old J a
cob,  “  All theſe things are againſt me.' But though 
loth to move forward, yet what can we do? Some 
p eril greater than that we had been dreading 
awaits us i f  we make more delay. With  a 
heavy heart, with a complaining tongue, and with 
weeping eyes, we ſet forward in this path, which is 
in fact, nevertheleſs, the path to our chief happi
neſs. Thus do we often quarrel with our  bleſſ ings. 
And this I take it is a common caſe; for what are all 
our  complains but complaints againſt Providence, 
and do we not often murmur even at thoſe very 
dealings of  Providence which afterwards p rov e the 
moſt remarkably for our good ? 

Reader,  look back to your paſt l i fe : con ſi d e r  
thoſe ſeaſons in it when you have been forced by 
neceſſ ity on ſome unpleaſant buſineſs, or when you 
have been hindered in your purſuit o f  ſome favo
rite plan, or contradicted in your  opinions or your  
wiſhes. Now and then perhaps your ſi tua t ion  in 
life has ſeemed quite melancholy and deſperate ;  
miſery has appeared to threaten you on every ſi de, 
and you have had only a ſad choice of  evils ju ſ t  
l ik e  theſe ſons o f  Jacob, who thought they had only 
to chuſe between a famine at home, and the dread 
o f  more ill uſage in Egypt. And yet has it not  
afterwards proved, that God was bleſſ ing you by 
means of  thoſe very things which were thought at
the time ſo terrible ?

There  are many perſons, I am perſuaded, who 
have even had their ſouls ſaved much in the ſame
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way in which this family of  Jacob had their lives 
preſerved. They  have hung back and ſt r u g gled 
hard fo r a while againſt thoſe very things which 
have opened the way to their eternal ſalvation : they 
have been dragged from a life o f  ſi n  and miſery as 
unwillingly as ever J aco b ’s ſons were dragged from 
Canaan and brought into the fruitful land of Egypt. 
For  how unwilling are men to have their ſouls 
ſ a v e d ! how unwilling at leaſt to take thoſe means 
which are abſolutely neceſſary for it! How many 
ſervants, as well as apprentices, and others are there 
who can hard ly be per ſuaded to attend at public 
worſhip, or at leaſt to give their minds to it when 
they are there; and yet is not this one of  the means 
o f  ſalvation ? They muſt be forced to church by 
the authority of  their maſters, or by ſome neceſſi t y  
almoſt as urgent as that which drove the ſons of 
Jacob from Canaan into Egypt ! Again, how many 
children are there, who, though invited freely to a 
Sunday School, nevertheleſs hang back from going 
thither as much as ever the ſons o f  Jacob hung 
back from going into Egypt. Perhaps too their 
parents have at the ſame time been as unw illing to 
part  with them through ſome falſe ſondneſs or other, 
as ever old Jacob was to part with his ſon Benja
min, though it proved afterwards to be the making 
o f  that whole family.

But let us return to the ſtory. Joſeph's Brethren 
ſet off from Canaan under a great fright, as I have 
already told you, and they took double money in 
their hand, and they carried Benjamin w ith them, 
and having come down to Egypt, they ſtood before 
Joſeph,  N ow when Joſeph ſaw them and ob
ſerved that Benjamin alſo was with them, he o r
d ered a great dinner to  be made ready, and he
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a ſked them to come to it. And Jo ſeph’s Brethren
w ere afraid, on account o f  the money which they
had carried oſt in their ſacks, and they got near to
Jo ſeph ’s ſteward, and ſaid to him, "  O ! Sir,  we
came down hither before to buy food, and it came
to paſs, that when we got to the inn on our way
home, we found every man ’s money in his ſack’s
mouth, and therefore we hav e brought it back to
y ou . W e cannot tell who put it there, and we
have now brought other money alſo, in order to
buy food.— And the ſteward ſaid, Peace be to you,
I  had your money, and he brought Simeon ou t 
to them."

And when Joſeph came home, they drew near 
end o ffered him the preſent which they brough t , 
and bowed themſelves to the earth before him. 
And Joſeph aſked them of their welfare, and 
ſaid, "  Is your father well, the old man of whom 
you ſpake: is he yet alive? And they anſwered, 
T hy ſervant our father is  in good health, he 
is yet alive ;  and they bowed down their heads 
again to the ground. And Joſeph lifted up his 
eyes and ſaw his brother Benjamin, and ſaid, Is 
this your younger brother,  o f  whom you ſpake to 
me? and then turning to the lad. “  God (ſaid be) 
be gracious unto thee.”— Joſeph now was much 
moved, for his bowels did yearn oyer his brother, 
and he ſought where to weep, and he entered into 
his chambe r and wept there.”

Religion does not deprive men, (as ſome have 
imagined) of  their natural affection and feeling, for 
Joſeph was a religious man , and yet how did he 
overflow with kindneſs towards his Brethren. It is alſo 
remarked in the N e w Teſtament of  one greater than 
Joſeph,  I  mean of  our  Saviour, on the occaſi o n  o f
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the death of Lazarus, that "  Jeſus wept.” R eli
gion regulates, no doubt, all the natu ral feelings 
o f  m en; but it does not deſtroy them.

Preſently afterwards the meat was ſet on table, 
and Benjamin’s meſs was five times as great as any 
other, and they eat and drank together, and were 
cheerful.

N ow when the dinner was over,  Joſeph, who 
was ſtill unknown to his Brethren, commanded that 
all their ſacks ſ hould  be filled with corn, and that 
every ones money ſhould  again be put into his ſack, 
and moreover, that a ſilver cup, being Jo ſeph’s own 
cup, ſhould, together with the money, be put into 
the ſack of Benjamin; and when the morning was 
come they all went away. And before they were 
got far from the city, Joſeph ſent his ſteward after 
t hem, who charged them with having ſtolen J o 
ſeph’s cup out o f  the houſe. And they immedi
ately denied the charge, a n d  ſaid vehemently. W ith  
whomſoever of us it is found, we will agree that 
he ſhall die, and that we will all o f  us be your 
ſlaves (or bondmen,) and a ſearch being made, be
hold the cup was found in Benjamin’s ſack.— Then 
they rent their clothes for grief, and laded every 
man his aſs, and returned to the city. And Jo ſeph  
ſaid unto them, W hat deed is this that ye have 
done ?  And Judah, (the ſame who had promiſed 
Jacob  that he would be ſu re ty  for Benjamin) re 
plied, W hat ſhall we ſay unto my L o r d ; God hath 
found out the iniquity of  thy ſervants : Behold, we 
will now be bondmen to my Lord. And Joſeph 
ſaid, not ſo.— But he in whoſe hand the cup is 
found, (namely Benjamin) he ſhall be my ſlave o r  
ſe r v ant. But as for you, get you all away t o your 
fa ther in peace.”
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What a ſit uation had theſe ſons o f  Jacob  got into 

how! Could any thing be more melancholy and diſ
t reſsful! “  O  Jacob! J a cob !” they would ſay, “  how 
ſhall we ever ſee thy face in peace, if  we bring not 
back Benjamin with us. W e ll do we remember 
the words which d id break for th from thee at par t
ing with u s. ‘ Joſeph is not , and Simeon is not,  
and now ye will take Benjamin from me.”

T h e re is one reflection to which I beg to call the 
m inds o f  my readers in this place. J acob’s ſons 
are now accuſed un ju ſtly; they are  brought into 
trouble through no fault o f  th e i r s : whereas, for
merly they had committed a great ſi n ,  I mean that 
o f  ſel ling their brother J o ſeph, and had ſ uffered 
n o par t icular inconveniences from it.— They had 
no t  ſuffered when they did wrong, and yet now 
they ſuffer for doing r ight;  for they certainly, as I 
ſhould think, did right in going down to buy corn 
for themſelves and their aged father, and even in 
bringing Benjamin with them, under all the cir
cum ſtances of  the caſe. Let us for a moment ſtop 
here and put o u r ſelv es in the place o f  theſe ſons 
o f  J acob.  They might now methinks be tempted 
to ſay, “ Surely there is no righteous governor of the 
w orld, for when we do right we only ſuffer for it, 
a nd when we did wrong we all e ſcaped unpuniſ h 
ed. Wewill not believe therefore in a Providence : 
all things happen alike to al l ;  this world is go
verned by chance; nay, and the chance is often in 
favor even of  the wicked.” To all ſu ch profane 
rea ſoning, if I had ſeen Jo ſeph’s Brethren at this mo
ment of  time, I would have anſwered, “  Stop a lit
tle, I be ſeech you;  do not decide ſo haſt i l y , for  
remember your ſt o r y  is but ha lf  over. By-and-by 
perhaps your innocence in the p re ſent matter will
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be cleared up, and for aught you know your former 
ſin, though long  ſin c e  committed, may come to be  
found ou t .”

Let us apply this remark to  ourſelves. W e often 
ſ eem to profit for a while by ſ ome bad thing that 
we have done, or at leaſt we ſuf fer no preſent p u 
n i ſhment. O ur fraud, our lying, or our act o f  v io
lence, ſucceeds for a certain time; and perhaps 
preſently afterwards we chance to get  into trouble 
by  doing ſomething,  which, on the whole, really 
ſeems to have been our duty. Do you never feel 
tempted to diſbelieve in Providence on ſuch o cca
sions ? If  you are, I would ſay  to you, as  I j uſt  
now obſerved that I would have ſaid to Jo ſeph ’s 
Brethren, Wait  a while I beſeech you; Remember 
your ſtory is but half over. Do not dec ide  till 
you obſerve the i ſſue. See whether in the end you 
will not be ſorry f or every bad thing you have ever 
done,  and glad of  every thing which, through God’s 
grace, you have been enabled to do aright, and 
even though this ſhould not be the caſe now, it 
certainly will on the day of judgment.

J ofeph  h im ſe lf to his B re th re n .

W hen Joſeph ha d made this propoſal o f  keeping 
Benjamin as his ſlav e or ſervant, and offending  the 
other ſons of  Jacob home in peace to their father, 
Judah came forward and related all that had pa ſ
ſed in the old man’s  houſe when they were bring
ing Benjamin away. "  My father ſaid to us," o b 
ſerved Judah. “ Behold I have had two ſons and 
the one went from me,” meaning Joſeph, "  who is 
torn in pieces, and i f  ye take this a l ſo away, and 
mi ſ c h ie ſ  befal him, ye ſhall bring down my grey
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hairs w ith ſorrow to the grave."  “  Now therefore,” 
ſ ays Judah, "  let me abide inſtead of the lad as a 
bondman to my, Lord, and let the lad go up with 
his Brethren. For how ſhall I go up to my father 
ſeeing that his life is bound up in the lad’s life ; and 
i t ſhall co me to paſs when he ſeeth that the lad is 
not with u s that he will  d ie. ’

"  Then  Joſeph could not refrain himſelf before 
all them that ſtood by him, and he bid every 
ſt r a n g e r  to go o ut. Then Joſeph made himſelſ  
known to his Brethren: and J oſeph wept aloud, 
ſo that the Egyptians in the houſe overheard 
him. And Joſeph ſaid unto his Brethren, I am 
J oſeph. Doth my father yet live ? And his Bre
thren could not anſwer him for they were troubled
at his pre ſence.

No wonder that Jo ſeph ’s Brethren were troubled 
at this ſpeech. O how bitter a thing is ſin. It cauſes 
trouble at thoſe moments which ought to be given up 
to joy. It ſpreads a gloom over our happieſt hours,  
and while thoſe who are not loaded with the ſame 
guilt are giving way to the moſt  delightful feelings, it 
makes the man who is bu rthened in his conſcience 
to feel a double pang, to feel  I mean, both 
o n account of  the ſi n  itſelf, ſ o on account 
o f  his regert at being unable t jo in  in the general 
joy  that is going forward.

Joſeph nevertheleſs comſorts his Brethren. "  Now 
therefore,” ſays he, “  be not  eved nor angry with 
yourſelves,  for God did ſend  e before to preſerve 
all our  lives, ſo  now it was n you that ſen t  me hi
ther but God.” How freely does Joſeph appear by this 
ſpeech, to forgive his Brethren! here is no malice, 
no hatred, no ſpirit of  revenge, no word even of  
reproo f  for all  the evil they had endeavored to do
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him ; but the injured per ſon is himſelf  the com
forter of thoſe who had tried to injure him. H ere 
perhaps ſome one may be ready to ſay : “  true, 
J o ſeph did right to forgive h is Brethren, for we are 
all bound to forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us;  
m ethinks however,  he might as well have ſaid 
ſomething to them of their ſin for the ſake of  their 
own good." I anſwer that there is a time for all 
things, and that this was not the time for Joſeph to 
adminiſter reproof. His Brethren were likely ju ſ t  
now to be caſt down through over much ſorrow, 
and the thing they needed at this moment was there
fore comfort rather than reproof. Your people 
who take all occaſions to reprove without regard 
to t ime,  or place, or circumſtances, though they may 
ſay they mean only to do good by it, are apt to be 
harſh people. They are only indulging their own 
ſpirit, and though they may perſuade themſelves 
that they are of  a forgiving temper at bottom, in 
fact are not ſo much ſo as they think.

But I wou ld obſerve further, that this extreme 
kindneſs of  Joſeph would, in my opinion, tend to 
affect the hearts of  his Brethren more than the 
ſevereſt reproof. “  What  (they would now ſay to 
themſelves) have we ſold for a ſlave a Brother ſo 
kind, ſo generous, ſo excellent as this ! H ow little 
did we know of him when we took u pon us to ſell 
him! how raſh ly  did we judge concerning his true 
character, and concerning his intention in thoſe 
words which gave us ſo much offence ! H e  was 
a better man than we, though we all talked ſo 
much againſt him, and even thought him hardly 
fit to live." I would here beg all my readers to 
take care how they ſpeak evil o f  perſons without 
due knowledge o f  their character.  Eſpecially I
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on  account o f  his having ſaid or done ſomething 
which happens to wound your own pride, or to 
give pain merely to your ſe lf. H e may be a good 
man on the whole, even though he ſhould  have 
erred in this particular, and you may err more by 
the revenge you take for what he has ſaid that is 
offenſi v e  to you, than he has done by ſaying it. 
T ake heed then le ſt  ſome day or other ſhould come
when the very perſon whom you are ſet againſt, 
ſh all have his character cleared before all the world 
in ſpite of  every thing you have ſaid againſt him. 
Take heed leſt  you ſhould be proved to have been 
the greater ſinner of  the two on that day when you 
ſha l l each of you appear before God and all his 
h oly angels. O that we could all learn ſomething 
of  this k ind, and affectionate, and forbearing temper 
o f  J oſeph. He was as remarkable for it as he was 
for conquering thoſe ſecret temptations which I be
fore ſpoke of.

Joſeph having diſcovered himſelf to his Brethren, 
is now impatient that they ſhould go to his father, 
"  H a ſt e  ye,” ſays he, “  and go up to my father, 
and ſay unto him, Thus ſaith thy ſon Joſeph, God 
h ath made me Lord of  all Egypt.—Come down, 
tarry not, and thou ſhalt dwell in the land of  G o 
ſhen, and thou ſhalt be near unto me, thou and 
thy ch i ldren, and thy children’s children, and thy 
flocks and thy herds, and all that thou haſt ,  and 
there will I nour i ſh thee, for there are yet five 
years of famine to come." “  And Joſeph fell on 
his b ro ther Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benja
min wept on his neck." “  Moreover he ki ſſed all 
his Brethren, and wept upon them, and after that 
his Brethren talked with him.” “  And the ſ ame
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hereof was heard in Pharaoh’s houſe, and it pleaſed 
Pharaoh and his ſervants. And Pharaoh ſaid, Bring 
your father and your houſeho ld: take waggons out 
of  the land o f Egypt for your  little ones , and for 
your wives, and bring your father and come. And 
they did ſo. And Joſeph gave to each of  them 
changes of  raiment, and he ſent to his father ten 
a ſſes laden with the good things o f  E gypt, and ten 
more a ſſes laden with corn and bread and meat for 
his father by the way.”

Accordingly Jacob having been invited by his 
ſons, and having alſo been encouraged by G od 
in a dream, arrived in E g y p t ;  and all the ſouls 
that went with him, beſides his ſons’ wives, were ſix
ty and ſi x .

“  And Joſeph made ready his chariot and went to  
meet his father and fell on his neck and wept a long 
time. And Jacob ſaid, Now let me die ſi n c e  I  
have ſeen thy face, that thou art yet alive. And 
Joſeph brought in Jacob his father and ſet him be
fore Pharaoh. And Pharaoh ſaid unto Jacob,  " H ow 
o ld art thou ?” And Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, “  The  
days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred 
and thirty y e a r s : few and evil have the days of  the , 
years o f  my life been.” And Jacob bleſſed Pharaohid 
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt ſeventeem s 
years, and he died.” 

"  N ow when Joſeph’s Brethren ſaw that their fa
ther was dead, they ſaid, Joſeph will peradventure 
hate us, and will requite us for all the evil that we 
did unto him. And they ſent a meſſage to  Joſeph,  
ſaying, that their father before he died commanded 
them to requeſt of  Joſeph, that he would forgive 
their treſpaſs againſt him . And Joſeph wept to 
think that they ſhould ſpeak thus u nto him. And
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Joſeph ſaid, '  Fear not. As for you, indeed, ye 
thought ev il againſt m e ; but God meant it for good. 
N o w therefore I will nouriſh you and your little 
ones. '  And he comforted them and ſpake kindly 
unto them. And Joſeph lived an hundred and ten 
years. And he ſaid to his Brethren, God will ſurely 
v i ſi t  you, and bring you out o f  this land into the 
land which he promiſed to Abraham, and Iſaac, and 
Jacob.  And Joſeph died.” 

Thus  ends the hiſtory o f  Joſeph. I have already 
o bſerved that one of  the chief things to be learned 
from it is the doctrine of  a particular Providence. 
“  It was not y o u ” (as Joſeph ſaid very juſ t ly  to his 
Brethren) that ſent me into Egypt ; but it was God,” 
that is, it was not you only. Men indeed were the 
inſtruments, and men are accountable to God for 
every part of  their own conduct juſt as much as 
if  there was no Providence in the caſe. Still, how
ever, though man may act as he pleaſes, yet God 
over-rules all things ſo as to bring abou t his own 
purpoſes.  God in this inſtance had a plan in view. 
He had made a promiſe to Abraham, the grandfather 
o f  Jacob,  who was the father of  Iſaac, that from 

im the Savior ſhould come, for that “ in his ſeed 
all the families o f  the earth ſhould be bleſſed.” In 
fulfilment of  this promiſe, Iſaac and Jacob  were 
born. I ſhould here remark by the way, that to J a 
cob the name of Iſrael was given, ſo that when the 
Scriptures ſpeak of  the I ſ raelites, it is the ſame thing 
as if they ſaid the children o f  Jacob. O f  theſe there 
were twelve tribes, every one of  the ſons o f  I ſrae l 
b ecoming the father o f  a whole tribe. Theſe I ſ rae
lites after a time were b rought out from Egypt, hav 
ing been very ill-treated there by King Pharaoh, and
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they became a great and famous p e o p le ; for God
w rought many miracles i n  t h e  midſt o f  them, and 
gave them the law of the T e n  Commandments, and 
ſet up his worſhip among the m, and ſeparated them 
from the reſt of the world, which continued in igno
rance of God and o f  the Scriptu res. It was from 
theſe Iſraelites (or Jews, as they were afterwards 
called) that the promiſed Savior came. And bleſſed 
be God, this Savior  is not the Savior of the Jews 
only, but He is now preached to us, “  upon whom 
the ends of  the world are come.” How important 
then is the ſtory of Joſeph in this view. It was a 
neceſſary link in the great chain of Providence, 
and this chain reaches from the beginning of 
the world even to the end of it. N or is it with 
the life of Joſeph only, that the Providence of 
God concerns itſelf. Your life and mine, and all 
the  various events of it, great and ſmall, from 
our birth unto our dying hour, are equally under 
the divine direction. T he  ſame God who ſent the 
I ſhmaelites to th e pit’s mouth, when Joſeph was ſo 
near being left to periſh there, the  ſame God who 
gave Joſeph favor in the ſight o f  Potiphar his maſte r, 
and who afterwards delivered him ou t of priſon and 
made him ruler over all Egypt, appoints alſo to us 
the bounds o f  our habitation, and orders our 
l ot in life. I f  then, like Jo ſeph, we ar 
ing God, let us not fear to tru ſt him, and 
we ſhould fall occaſionally into ſtraits 
did, yet let us hope when the end of o  
come, and whole of  our ſtory
that w 
and me 
o f  our
of J o
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 N o r  let us wonder at the va ſt confuſion and diſo r

der  which we ſometimes ſee in the world in general. 
Let not our faith fail us if now and then the wicked 
ſhou ld  ſeem every where to p ro ſper, and the whole 
company o f  the righteous ſhould come under adver
ſi t y .  The hiſt o r y  o f  Joſeph ſh ews that it is the plan 
o f  Providence ſometimes to withdraw in appearance, 
his protection and favor from his own ſervants,  and 
to put off to a future ſeaſon the evil day which 
is coming upon ſinners .  Soon however the time 
will come, when all that has bee n crooked ſhall 
be made ſt r a ig h t , and all that has been dark  in P ro
v idence, ſhall be cleared up.

The ſtory o f  Joſeph, as we alſo o b ſerved, is but 
a ſmall par t o f  Scrip ture ; it fills but a few pages o f  
that large and comprehenſi v e  volume, being con
n ected however with events which go before and 
with thoſe which follow after. Juſt  ſo methinks 
the hiſtory of this whole globe o f  o u rs is but like 
a ſi ngle leaf  in a great volume, and i t  cannot be 
fully under ſt o o d  until the dealings o f  G od with all 
his var ious creatures ſhall be made known, until 
the whole book of his P rov idence ſhall be opened, 
and until all thoſ e events, both paſt and future, 
with which G od’s government o f  this world may 

nnected, ſh a l l be fully revealed.  Let us wait, 
re, in the ex e rciſe of faith and hope, remem- 

s the A po ſt le ſays, that while we are here 
' W e know but in par t ;  but when that 

fect is come, then that which is in part 
away.—For n o  b r o u g h  a

e now
ſo we


