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JOSEPH IN PRISON.

H O W  little do we k n o w  w hethe r the things 
w hich befal us will turn out for o ur h ap p i­

neſs or m i ſ e r y ! I f  I w a s to be made a k in g  to ­
m o rro w, I am not ſ ure that it w o u ld  not p ro v e  to 
m y  hurt ; and i f  on the contrary I was to be ſo ld  to ­
m o rro w for  a ſla v e ,  it is far from being clear that 
it  m ight not be fo r  my g o o d , for  G o d  has all  
e vents under his direction, and he can bring ſtrange 
things to paſs ju ſ t  as he p le a ſes.

Joſeph (as w e  h ave  a lready  told y o u )  was ſo ld  
b y  his Brethren as a ſl a v e  to a com pany o f  M id ia­
nitiſh merchants. N o w  “  the Midianites b ro u g h t 
Joſeph d o wn to E g y p t  and ſold him to Potiphar, 
w h o  was an officer or captain o f  the guard  to k in g  
Pharaoh.' '  Joſeph fe ll ,  as it ſeems, into good  hands, 
but the Scriptures take c are to inform us to what cauſe  
his was to be attributed, for  there we read that
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" the L o r d  was with J o ſ e p h : ” hence it was that 

"  he becam e a p ro ſp e ro u s man, and he was taken 
into  the h ou ſe  o f  his maſter the E gyptian . "  And his 
m aſter ſaw that the L o rd  was with him, and th at  
the L o r d  made all that Joſeph  did to proſper in his 
h an d.”

W h a t  a great thing is it to h a v e  G od 's  b le ſſi n g  
w ith u s in e v e ry  thing we do ! Some p eop le  are 
a lw ays  ta lk in g  o f  their g o o d  or bad lu c k ,  and a c ­
co rd in g  to  ſuch perſons Joſeph was m erely  a l u c k y  
p e r ſ o n ; he w a s  lu c k y  firſt, they w ou ld  ſay, in g e t ­
ting ſo goo d  a m aſt e r ,  and ſtill m ore  lu c k y  in find­
ing  e v e r y  thing g o  well to which he ſet his hand.
In  fact h o w e v e r ,  there is no ſuch thing as lu c k ,  as 
w e  h a v e  o b ſe rv e d  before, and as we ſhall have o c-  
c aſion again and again to o b ſe rv e  in telling this 
ſ to ry .  L e t  us learn therefore to thank G o d  and not 
to  thank o ur ſtars, or to thank fortune w h e n e v e r  
we ſu c ceed  in any thing, fo r  w h atev er  it be, we ſu c ­
c e e d o n ly  becau ſe  the L o rd  is with us in that 
th ing.

Joſeph  b y  d e g r e e s  found ſuch  fa v o r  in his m a ſ­
ter's ſi g h t  that “  he was made o v e r ſe e r  o f  the h o u ſe ,  
land all that Potiphar had was put into  h is hands.” 
S u c h  was the co n fidence p laced in him, that at laſt 
P o tip h ar  ſ eems to have  done nothing for h im ſe lf ,  
b u t  to have  left it all to Jo ſep h , fo r  we read that 
"  he knew  not o u gh t that he had, ſa v e  the b re a d  
that he did eat,” w hich  is as m uch as to ſay ,  that he 
k n ew  indeed w hat food was ſet before  him at his 
o w n  table  in o rd er  that he might eat it, but as to a l l  
th e  r e ſt  o f  his affairs, he k n e w nothing a b o u t  th em .
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N o w  though Potiphar might be wrong in doing 
ſo  little for  him ſelf, y et  what an honor was it to 
J o ſ eph to be thus com plete ly  tru ſt e d .  I have kn o w n  
ſom e com m on ſervants indeed in my days, who b y  
being v e r y  rem arkable  for their faithfulneſs, h a ve  
riſen firſt to be upper ſervan ts , and then even to 
be ſtewards to their m aſt e r s .  L ik e  Joſeph  they 
h a v e  ſet out with d oing firſt one little thing well,  
and then another, and ſo they h ave  gone on till 
they have had v e ry  large ſums truſted to them , and 
h a v e  got into places o f  p ro d igious confi dence, and 
i f  it were not for  the num ber o f  ſervants who p re ­
tend to  be v e ry  tru ſty when they are not ſo, the 
ſ ort o f  c a ſe I am ſpeaking o f  w ou ld  p rob ably  hap­
pen much o ften e r than it d o e s.

"  And it came to p a ſs, ’’ ſays the Scripture, “  from 
the time that Potiphar had made Jo ſep h  o ve rſe er  in 
his houſe, that the L o r d  b le ſſed the E gyptian ’s 
houſe  for J o ſe p h 's ſake, and the b le ſſi n g  o f  the 
L o rd  was upon all that he had, both in the h o u ſe 
and in the f ie ld .”

W h a t an encouragem ent is this to take good  p e o ­
ple into o u r  fam ily ,  for G o d  perhaps m ay bleſs us 
fo r  their ſakes. Such a g o o d  man as Joſeph is a 
b le ſſi n g  w herever he goes.

But now comes a new ſcene in the life o f  Joſeph.
His proſp erity  was great, but the g re a te ſt  p r o ſp e n ty  
is ſometimes ſuddenly  interrupted. Potiphar had 
a v e r y  w icked  wife, and "  ſhe caſt her e y e s” v e r y  
crim inally  on Joſeph . J o ſe p h  indeed w as  “  a  

g o o d ly  p e r ſon and well  fa v o u re d ” and this v e r y
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g o o d l i n e ſs o r b e a u ty  o f  h is p ro v e d  a m isfortune to 
him. H o w  fooliſh  then are thoſe perſons (w hether 
y o u n g  men o r  y o u n g  women) who think that to be  
ha n dſome and w e l l l o o k i n g  is the gre a te ſt o f  b l e ſ­
ſin g s .  It m ay  turn out  perhaps to be the greate ſt 
ſhare, it may p r o v e  the w o r ſt c a lamity that e v e r  y et 
b e fe l y o u ,  as happened in J o ſep h ’s caſ e.

It appears that P o tiphar' s wife,  the w ic k e d  w o ­
man j u ſt now mentioned,  “  ſp ake  to J o ſeph day by  
day ," and tried repeated ly  to ſed u c e  him; "  but 
J o ſeph refuſ ed, and ſaid unto his m a ſte r ' s  wife ,  behold 
m y  m aſte r  o b ſe r v e th not what is with me in the 
h o u ſe, and he hath committed all that he hath to 
m y  hand. T h e r e  is none greater in this houſe than 
I , neither hath he kept  b ac k  any thing from me, 
but thee, b e c a u ſe thou art his wife.  H o w  then 
can I do this great w i c k e d n e ſs and ſin again ſt G o d ? ”

H ere  let us ſtop, in order  to c o n ſid e r  one o f  the 
m o ſt ſtr i k i n g  parts o f  the charact e r  o f  J o ſeph. H e  is 
in the ſtr o n g e ſt manner tempted to ſin  by a w ic k e d  

 w o m a n :  he might a l ſo hope for her  f a v o r  i f  
he co n ſe n te d ;  he had to dread her wrath if he r e ­
f u ſed : e v e r y  thing united to m a k e  the temptation 
ſtr o n g ;  he was invited b y  her, not o n c e  o n ly ,  but  
again and a g a in ;  not p u b l ic l y ,  ſo as to endanger a 
d i ſ c o v e r y ,  b u t  quite  ſ e c r e d y .  B y  what means then 
did J o ſeph reſi ſt the temptation ? H e  r e ſi ſte d  it, 
part ly  b y  re f lecting how ungenerous a thing towards 
his m a ſter it w o u ld  be to y ie ld ,  and partly  a l ſo by 
ſaying to h im ſe l f  as he a l ſo ſaid to the w om an,

"H o w  can I do  this great  w ic k e d n e ſs and ſin  
againſt  G o d ? ’’



Joſeph knew that the eye  o f  G o d  was u p o n him 
at all times and in all p laces,  and I have no d o u b t  
that he had long acted under the influence o f  this 
knowledge.  W h a t  was it that had made him ſuch a 
faithful ſteward o f  his m a ſter’s goods ? It was his 
being aware that G o d  could  ſee the ſm al le ſt d i ſ ­
honeſty  in him, and that God's  eye was u p on  him 
e ven when his m aſter ’s back  was turned. A n d  what 
was it that made him now reſiſt another kind o f  
temp tat ion? It was the ſame principle o f  regard to  
A lm ig h t y  G o d .  T h is  principle  ſeems to have  been 
v e r y  pow erful  in him, and alſo to have  been a lw a y s 
at hand. Joſeph (I warrant y o u )  was not uſed  to 
paſs days and hours together without thinking o f  
G o d ,  as ſome people  do. H a d  this been the c a ſe, 
I queſt ion whether he w o u ld  not have  y ielded to 
one or other o f  his temptations.

A n d  now  let  me requeſt  my R eaders to take a 
hint from J o ſe p h ,  and to try themſelves  in the f o l­
lowing manner. Say  to y o u r ſ e lv e s ,  what am I in 
ſecret ? W h a t  am I when no e y e  but  that o f  G o d  is 
upon me ? W hen on the one hand ſome fellow c re a ­
ture invites me to ſin , when m y own inclinations are 
on the ſame ſide,  when a preſent opportunity  o ffers, 
when there is al ſo  no danger o f  d i ſc o v e r y ,  ſo that 
m y  reputation may be ſafe, and when m y  w orld ly  
intereſt  will  not be hurt by the indulgence ,  but will  
rather be prom oted by  i t  ; when, in ſhort, againſt all 
th e ſe temptations which b e ſet me, there is nothing 
to o p p o ſe  b u t the fear o f  G o d  in the heart, how do 
I then act? Is the fear  o f  G o d  ſo ſtrong in me as to 
gain the v ic to ry  ? A m  I able to c o n q u e r  my tem p­
tations, h o w e v e r  ſuited to my age,  c i r c umſtances ,
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and condition in l i fe, b y  ſa y i ng as Joſeph d i d ?
"H o w  ſh all I do th is great  w ic k e d n e ſs and ſi n  

a g a in ſt  G o d ? "  N o w  this is true R e l ig io n .  W e

a r e  ap t m any o f  us to c o m p lain o f  the difficulties 
or R el ig io n ,  and to ſay that w e have  n o t learn ing
e n o u g h  to underſtand it, but ſurely  that fear o f  
G o d  which has been ſp oken  o f  is v e r y  e a ſy to be 
u n d e r ſt o o d .  I o n ly  w i ſh it was as e a ſy to be tru ly  
felt .  Some there are w h o  fan cy  themſelves  re­
ligions b e c a u ſe they a ttend at re lig ious places o f  
w o r ſh ip, b e c a u ſe they u n d er ſtand well  ſome r e l i ­
g ious  d o ctrines, b e c a u ſe they remember to have 
o n c e  e xp er ien c ed  certain religious feelings,  or  b e ­
c a u ſe they have  n ow  a number o f  religious phraſes 
a lw ays  in their mouth.  L e t  ſuch perſons a l ſo try 
their  R e l ig io n  by the ſame teſt. D oes  it enable y o u  
to  c o n q u e r  y o ur ſins?  W h e n  all things ſeem to 
unite on the ſide o f  ſin, does y o u r  Rel ig ion  in any 
m eaſure  enable you  to get the v ic to r y ?  Secret  
ſe l ſ-denial ,  ſecret conqueſt  o v e r  ourſe lves ,  ſecret 
p reference  to G o d  a b o v e  all the world ,  ſecret c o n ­
ſc io u ſ n e ſs o f  having been enabled, by G o d ’s  grace,  
to o v e rcome o u r temptations, and o f  h a ving ,  l ike  
J oſeph,  ſ tood firm to G o d  and duty in times o f  p e ­
cu l ia r  and repeated trial, theſe are ſome o f  the 
proo fs  o f  true R e l i g i o n ; theſe are ſome o f  the beſt 
e v id e n ce s  o f  our being in a ſtate o f  grace.  I would  
v a lu e  theſe evidences  a b o v e  any comfortable  frames 
and feelings,  and they are more in m y opinion than 
a thouſ and fancies, or  im preſſi o n s ,  that o u r  ſa l ­
vat ion  is ſure. R eader,  i f  y o u  hope to ſtand u n ­
d i ſm ayed  before G o d  on the Great D a y  o f  Judgment, 
try y o u r ſ e l f  by  this teſt. W e  read b ut little in 
Scripture  o f  J o ſe p h ’s religious opinions,  (not that 
theſe a re unimpo rtant) we read n o th ing about the



particular time and manner o f  his firſt becom in g  
relig io u s ;  we read not a word about the religious 
form o f  w o r ſhip which he preferred, nor  about the re­
ligious party  that he f o l l o w e d, nor the religious name 
he b o r e ;  but we read, that he re ſi ſted hard temp­
tations, and that both in his proſperity  and in his a d ­
ver ſ i ty  he was fai thful to his G o d ;  and we find a l ſo ,  
as I ſhall preſently  ſhew y o u ,  that although his 
Brethren had uſed him v e r y  cruel ly ,  yet he b e ­
h a v e d  v e r y  k indly  and charitably  towards them, 
and fo rg a v e  them freely ,  and re jo ic ed  o v e r  them 
to do them good.  M ay my religion be like his, and 
may the c learer  k n o w le d g e  which G o d  has g iven  
me both o f  h im ſel f  and o f  a Savior ,  make me the 
more earneſt to do his will ,  and to w alk  worthy o f  

h at “  vocat ion  wherewith I am ca l le d .”

B u t  to return to the ſ to ry .— "  A n d  it came to paſs 
abo ut  this time that J o ſeph went into the h o u ſe to 
do his b u ſi n e ſs  and there was none o f  the men o f  
the h o u ſe there within. A nd Potiphar’s wife caught 
him by his garment, and he left his garment in her 
hand and fled and got  him out. A n d  it came to 
paſs,  when ſhe  ſaw that he had left his garment in 
her hand, and was ſl e d  forth,  that ſhe called unto 
the men o f  her h o u ſe, and ſpake unto them 
ſaying.  "  See  he hath brought  in an H eb re w  
“  unto us to m o c k  us” (or to o ffer an in ſult  to us,)  
“  and I cried with a loud v o ice ,  and it came to 
“  paſs, when he heard that I lifted up my v o i c e  and 
“  cried,  that he left his garment with me and fled 
“  and got  him o u t .” A n d  ſhe laid up his garmen t 
b y  her until his L o rd  came home ; and they ſpak e 
unto him accord in g  to the ſame words, and it came 
to paſs, when his maſter heard the words o f  h is
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w ife, that h is wrath was kindled. A n d  J o ſe ph ’s 
maſter  took him and put him into the priſon, a place 
w h e re the king’s priſoners were b ound and he w a s 
there in priſon ?”

W h a t  a change ! in ſt e a d  o f  h a v in g  the com m and 
o f  e v e r y  thing in Potiphar’s houſe,  where  he w a s 
l o o k e d  up to, and honoured  and reſpected, he is 
ſhut  up in priſon among thieves and other w icked  o r  
ſuſpected perſons.  A n d  why was he thus ſhut  up?  
F o r  doing w r o n g ?  N o !  but  for doing right. It 
n ow  and then h appens in this w o r l d ,  that a man ſuf­
f e rs for fulfi l l ing his duty .  It is a miſtake to ſ u p ­
poſe  that v ir tue  here b e lo w  is always its own r e ­
ward. R eader ,  i f  y o u  act e v e r  ſo right, I cannot 
p r o m iſe y o u  that in this uncertain world  y o u  will  
be rewarded for  it. Y o u r  conduct  may chance to 
be  miſrepreſented, or  not ſufficiently underſtood.  
Som e enemy may injure y o u ;  ſome falſe and h o l low  
friend or lo v e r ,  w ho is b e co m e  offended, may turn 
againſt y o u .  Som e one w hoſe  feelings,  or  whoſe  
intereſt  y o u  m ay have  w ou n d e d  through y o u r  u n ­
bendin g  virtue and integrity ,  may ſet h im ſelf  up as 
y o u r  enem y,  and may com e and g iv e  ſalſe e v id e n ce  
againſt y o u ,  and may charge y o u  poſſi b l y  with the 
v e r y  ſi n  to which that perſon him ſel f  has tried in 
vain  to ſeduce  y o u ,  and from w hich ,  o f  all the ſins 
in the w o r ld  y o u  are happily  the moſt clear.  L e t  
us learn from this part o f  the ſtory  o f  Joſeph to l o o k  
to G od for his favo r ,  and not to care ſo m uch as 
we are apt to do,  about our character with our  fe l ­
low-creatures.  It is better to  go to pri ſon, l ike J o ­
ſeph, for the ſak e o f  a g o o d  c o n ſc ie n c e ,  than to 
l iv e  in ſi n  with Po t iph ar ’s wife in the midſt o f  a
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palace ,  even  though we ſh o u ld  con trive  to l iv e  in 
credit  alſo.

W e  before rem arked, that when J o ſe ph was ſold  
as a ſ lave to Potiphar, and when his affairs ſ eemed 
at the w o r ſt, y e t  "  the L o r d  was with him and b le ſ ­
ſed him, and g a v e  him fa v o r  in the ſi g h t o f  Potiphar 

h is  m aſte r .” T h e  ſame G o d  who ſhew ed favor  to 
him in his form er diſtreſs, ſhew ed him the ſame fa­
v o r  now  ; for  when he had got into priſon we again 
read that "  the L o rd  was with Joſeph , and ſhew ed 
him m e rcy ,  and g a v e  him fa v o r  in ſi g h t  o f  the keeper  
o f  the priſon. A n d  the keep er  o f  the priſon c o m ­
mitted to J o ſe p h ’s han d all the priſoners that were  
in the priſon , and w h atever  they did there, he was 
the doer o f  it. T h e  keeper o f  the priſon lo o k e d  
not to any thing that was under his hand, b e ca u ſ e 
the L ord  was with him, and that which he did the 
L o r d  made it to p ro ſp er .”

“  A n d  it came to paſs, after theſe things, that the 
bu tler  o f  the k in g  o f  E gypt and his baker  had o f ­
fended their lord the k ing o f  E g y p t ,  and Pharaoh 
was wroth againſt them, and put them into the priſon 
where J oſeph was b o u n d ; and the captain o f  the  
guard  charged J o ſe ph with them; and they dreamed 
a dream, both o f  them, each on one n ight;  and J o ­
ſeph came in unto them in the m orning, and lo o k e d  
upon them, and behold  they were ſa d ;  and he 
a ſk ed  them, "  W h e re fo re  lo o k  ye  ſo ſad ly  to- day  ? 
and they ſaid unto him , W e  h a ve  dream ed a 
dream , and there is no interpreter o f  it. A n d  J o ­
ſeph ſaid unto them, D o  not interpretations b e­
lo n g  to G o d ?  tell me them I pray  y o u . "



In ancient times it p lea ſed  G o d  o c c a ſi o n a l l y  to 
ſ end dreams, in order to make kn o w n  future ev ents;  
but  let not any one therefore ſuppoſe  that by  the 
help  o f  dreams he can d iv e  into futurity  now.

In the days o f  Jo ſeph  men were  in m uch d a r k ­
n eſs and ignorance  co ncerning  the true G o d.  Jeſus 
C h r i ſ t  had not appeared,  the N ew Teſtament had 
not been written, nor  as yet  e v e n  the old.  Signs 
and wonders were therefore uſed,  in order  to p r o v e  
that the G o d  o f  J o ſe ph  was the true G o d .   But  now  
w e  no lon ger  need ſigns and wonders,  for the H o l y  
Scriptures  p la in ly  declare  H im  to us, and i f  any man 
ſ h ould  n o w  fo l lo w  his dreams, it is more than p r o ­
bable ,  that in doing ſo he w o u ld  be ob l ige d  to 
di ſregard  Scripture and his own com m on ſenſe alſo.  
It is worthy  o f  remark indeed, that ſoon after the 
law  o f  M o ſe s  was g iv en ,  (which fell  far ſh o rt  o f  the 
R ev e la t io n  made to us by  Jeſus Chri ſt ,  ) people  were  
e x p r e ſs ly  w a r n e d  to beware,  left b y  fo l lo w in g  ſome 
d ream er  o f  dream s ,  they ſhould  f o r ſa k e that G o d  
w ho  was n o w  made known to t h e m ;  for it is writ­
ten in the 1 3th chapter o f  D eu te ro n o m y ,  "  I f  there 
a r i ſe among y o u a dreamer o f  dreams, ſay ing,  Let 
us go after other Gods and ſerve  them, even  though 
the ſi g n  or the w o n der  ſhall come to paſs, y e t  thou 
ſhalt not go  after that dreamer o f  dreams, for the 
L o r d  y o u r  G o d  hereby  p ro v e th  y o u  to kn o w  whe­
ther y o u  l o v e  the L o r d  y o u r  G o d , "  and will  “  ſ e r v e 
him and c le a v e  to him.”

But  to return t o  the hiſtory o f  Joſeph.  G o d  it 
ſeems having  ſpecial  m e rc y  for  him, and having  
great deſigns in v ie w ,  and havin g  firſt ſent two re-
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markable dreams to Joſeph, now ſ ends two other 
dreams to the c h ie f  butler  and baker o f  k in g  Pha­
raoh, who were in p riſo n  w ith him, and enables him 
to interpret them.

“  A n d  the c h ie f  butler  told his dream to Joſeph , 
and ſaid to him, ' In m y  dream, behold a vine  was b e­
fore me, and in the vine were three branches, and 
it was as though it budded, and her b lo ſſoms ſh ot  
fo rth , and the cluſters th ereof  brought forth ripe 
grapes; and Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I 
to o k  the grapes and p r e ſſed them into Pharaoh’s 
c u p ,  and I g a v e  the cup  into Pharaoh’s hand.’'

"  A n d  Joſeph ſaid unto him, ' T h is  is the interpre­
tation o f  i t .' T h e  three branches are three days; 
yet  within three days ſh all Pharaoh lift up thy head 
and reſtore thee unto thy p lace;  and thou ſhalt d e l i ­
v e r  Pharaoh's cup in to his hand after the form er 
manner when thou w aſt butler. But think on me 
when it ſhall be well with thee, and ſh ew  kindneſs,
I  p ray thee unto me, and m ake mention o f  me unto 
Pharaoh, and bring me out o f  this h o u ſe. F or  in­
d e e d , ’ (added Joſeph,) ' I  w a s  ſto l e n  away out o f  the 
land o f  the H ebrews, and here alſo I have done
nothing that they ſhould  put me into this d u n ­
g e o n .”

N o w , “ when the c h ie f  baker ſaw that the interpre­
tation was g o o d ,  he ſaid unto Joſeph, ‘ I alſo was in 
m y dream, and b eh o ld  I had three white baſkets 
on my head, and in the uppermoſt baſket there 
was o f  all manner o f  b ak ed  meats for Pharaoh, and 
the birds did eat them o ut o f  the baſket on m y
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h ead ,"  A n d  Jo ſep h  anſw ered and ſaid, “  T h is  is 
the interpretation thereof. T h e ſe  three baſkets are 
three d a y s ;  yet within three days ſhall Pharaoh lift 
up thy head from o f f  thee, and ſhall  hang thee on 
a tree, and the birds ſ h all eat thy fleſh fro m  o f f  
th e e ."

“ A n d  it came to paſs on the third day, which was 
P h a ra o h ’s birth-day, that he made a feaſt unto all 
his ſervants, and he reſtored  the c h ie f  butler  unto 
his b u t le r ſhip  again, and he g a v e  the cup into 
P h a ra o h ’s h a n d ; but he hanged the c h ie f  b ak er  as 
Jo ſe p h  had interpreted to them, y e t  did not the 
c h ie f  butler rem em be r J o ſep h .
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