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TROUBLES OF ZLIFE.
Bcing a familiar Dcfcription of the Troubles

Of the Poor Laborer,
Of the Little Shopkeeper.
Of the Great Trade{man,
Of the Sick Man.

Of the Difappointed Lover.
Of the Unhappy Hufband.

O/ the Widower who has lately loft
his \Vlfe

AND 'LASTLY,

- Of the Child of Sorrow,
Who has met with Trouble upon Trouble, and is

without Hope in this World.

TO WIIICH 1S ADDED,

| The Story of the Guinea and the Shilling.

- Being a Curs for Trouswr in general,

TOETHER WITH

Suitable Chyiftian Comfort under each of the Cafc&

above'nentloncd
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-every one however that believes this

‘cially are apt to imagine that the world
. 1s full of pleafure and enjoyment; theix

'TROUBLES of LIFE, &e.

grasmmensy!

44 Y AN i1s-born to trouble as the .
fparks  fly, upward.” It is not

melancholy truth. Young people efpe~.

hearts beat high with expetiation as
they enter into it; they truft that all
their fchemes will anfwer, and they
feldom calculate on trials, loffes, and -
difappointments, I propole herein the
firft place to prefent to my young and ?
A 2 danguine
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fanguine Readers the pi&urc of a few of
the chief troubles of life which are of-
ten too much concealed from them. The
view of thefe may ferve perhaps to cool a
little the wonted ardor of youth; and to
prepare the inexperienced mind for fcenes
which it may by-and-by chance to fee
realized.

But now in what way fhall I enter on
the vaft field that is before me? for when
I take up human Sorrows as my fubjeti,
methinks I fee a thoufand forms of mi-
fery prefent themfelves before me. I
will begin with one of thofe forts of mi-
fery which are the moft common. I mean
thofe which great Poverty brings with it,

the DPOOR EABORER,.
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Reader, thou art one, as I will {up-
pofe, who heretofore by dint of hard

work didft provide thylelf with bread,
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and didft even lay up for a time fome
trifling flore; but now thy family has
grown large; thy wife, dear woman!
hath brought thee twins laft year: thine
own health alfo has begun rather to de-
cfine, fo that as thy charges increaie
thy means of living grow fmaller and
tmaller : thou art not yet reduced to ac-
tual' want, but thou art in dread of it,
for the flender ftock ‘which thou had&
got together, is now wafting day by
day : already ‘Poverty begins to ftare
thek ‘1n ‘the - face”: already thou haft
pawned a fpoon or 4 piece of lefs ne-
ceflary’ furniture, or perhaps a Sunday
Coat, and in another weck thou muit
part with thy wife’s cloak, and perhaps
an upper blanket alfo: thou doft hope
indeed to redeem the more needful ar-
ticles, but 1t'is very doubtful whether
thou wilt ‘ever doit; thou feemelt to
be ‘defcending gently by the ' fame ‘way
‘that many have trod before thee down
into the workhoufe; or if fome friendly
hand forbid not, perhaps mto a dreadful
ail.
J We''will now draw a Pifture of thét
diftrefs to obtain''4 living which is comn
"mon mn a llttle hlgher life. 5
| The
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‘The LITTLE SHOPXEEPER.

It ma} be thou art one, who havmg
married a .year or two ago, didft then
fet out merrily in the world in fome
tittie thop fitted up on the occafion, and
every: pound, as thou didft then cal-
culate, would produce by this time an-
other pound by due diligence in thy
calling. The little fubfance which t thy
decealed fat}*er lefe thcc, and thy wite

brought tnce, were. put together for a
\capltal, from which were to arife thefe

ample profits of the fhop; ;s—but, alas!
the war has happened trade is. grown
aull thou has gone into it at awrong;
time; or haft: cholfer ‘a wrong branch of
commerce; thou dldﬁ *um dealer ;in
Silks juft when the ﬁlk trade began de-
chmng, in Gauzes which went out of fa-

fhion
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fhion in the fame year, or in‘hair pow-
der, and now the ufe of it istaxed: of
thou haft hired perhaps a large houfe for
the fake of having with it a better

fhop, meaning to lct & part i lodg:-

mﬁ‘s, and to l’lve with thy little family
in one’ {nug corner of it; but thou
haft failed' in getting lodgers ; thy cuf-
tomers alfo pay but {lowly, fo that thou
art no" longer punttual i fatstying
thy own engagements : thou waft” oblig-
ed ‘the other day to borrow a fmall
fum of an eld truﬁy friend* but un-
dér promife of fecrecy, left it fhould
hurt thy credit; and thudav thou didft

apply to- a fecond. friend in like man-

ner, but he was tow in purfe, he was .

borrdwing at that time himfelfy or he

was-engaged ff-then; in fhost,: ne did-

not care to truft thees—theou muuit try
a third: friend " to.day,.-and “if he fails
thee thou muit break perhaps to-mor-
row:. thou. hafl been. going: on: for
- .. Q

months: - the ' fame (’axiy dr aci of
’D'ankrt ptcy, and yet thou: are counted

- live in- comfort, for thou - carrieit

abant with- thes a4 checrful toekj; 1n-

thy face f{its fmiling plenty,. and tdlc,

‘and. comforty and, lambi«ctxun, and thy
: thop-




dhop jhines with it’s ufual luftre:; for

| 1t 1s: thus thou. firivelt to uphold thy

credit, o that thou -doft ‘bear; thy part
N with many chers,_'i’n ,fpreadil}-g v(‘)ivclr
the world an outward, fhew of happinefs
and, profperity, but . at it;h@i'fam_g time
there, s grief, sand pain, and gnawing
care, and fear and‘:gonﬁernationﬂ_in ‘thy

: - .Nor. ought we to think that all thofe
| even are free from keen anxiety about
: }hémegﬂns of living who feém to be placed
out of the reach of real poverty, and
oy whofe bread at leaft, comparatively {peak.
Ve ing, 1s very fure; for let it be remem:-
bered, that Imaginary wants may, be the
caufe of Real Mifery, o g

‘The GREAT TRADESMAN,-

= I
~ g
p ..l_:%' 5 = f | | ' i
f— 1 H ‘T\‘ ixi ‘\
, ki | & |
T L \
e
ri!il h l'?‘ Tk \., \ x
} 1 1 AR
. ; = —_— -
e e —— e __ " z = :
=————\jii : s
B G ¥4

Obierve that gredt and once thriving
~ trader, he bad faved “awhile' dg96 Sen
v thoufand




thoufland pounds} but inithe'12ft year he
has gone a little back in the world; fome
new patent ~has been invented; . {fome
cheap fhop has rifen up; fome unex-
pected rival has entered the town; he
has been fo long ufed to & large|in-
come, and he“has formed all his plam.
on {o certain ap expeétation of it’s ‘eon-
tintance, that he feels almoft as mtich
at the dxoppm@ off of his tradeas if he
was fuffering with aftual hunger. "+To be

thrown, as he calls it, out of his former

bread, to fee the downfal of his once

)Ppwuable and thriving fhop, to part alfo

with -his ‘pleafant Country Box, and to
fell his new Horfe and Whilky; at the
{fame. time to reduce his_whole {cale of
living, and to change the plan of edw-
cation alfo for his Children, and to re-

‘tire in fhort with only eight or ten thou-
fand Pounds in hand inftead -of the c¢x-
'pL&ed twenty, is one of the moft hard

and trying cafes, as he gravely tells you,

| that ever was experienced.

"But let us draw another pl&ure of

Ly Human Mifery.

®

The
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“The SICK MAN.:

i “Thod ‘art one perhaps on whom money
" flows in apace, but thou art of a.very !
Hickly: conftitution, ‘Alas! all thy wealth
canwnot pu'g‘chai}: for theea healthy‘,bédy._: d
‘1t cannot foothe thypain or ftop the courfe |
of thy diforder; Phyficians are called in |
‘but it is in-vain: they do but fend thee |
From place 1o place in fearch of health |
—thy {themes in life. too are all now
‘broken, for thy life itfelf is in danger. |
“Once thou didft hope to ‘fec many days, |
and to marry fome woman of thine ac¢- |
_quaintance whofe image 18 ftill haunting ‘
‘thy imagination, and to “be .the ‘joyful
Parent of Children, but' this fad’ difor-
der has dafhed all thy hopes to pieces:
‘though rolling in wealth and in the prime
of -life, though bleft with friends whe

-might
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- might be very ferviceabls, and though
fecretly loved by her on whem thy own
affe€tions have been fixed, yet all thefe

' bleflings oniy ferve to give a {harper
. edge to thy difappointment, for in the
moment of attaining every thing which
thy fond heart could with, the cup of
happinefs is fnatched from thy lips, and
thou art driven away to an untimely
grave. : \ :

But let us turg to another cafe of mi-

fery.
 The DISAPPO‘I‘NTED LOYVER.
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| Thou art one perhaps that is crofled
' in love; with-warm, and eager, and im-
patient affe@tions thou purfueft one who
negletts, avoidsy or even defpifes thee—s

perhaps fhe loved or fcemed to love thee

once, but, fhe has lately jilted thee; or
perhaps
N ¥
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perhaps fhe loves thee flill, but pru-
dence forbids -the match; friends have
interfered firongly with their authority ;
and the obedient girl has kindly though
relolutely entreated thee ‘to'take leave of
her for ever. Thou art confident ne-
verthelefs in thy own mind, that if the
were partner of thy lot thou couldft
bear any ftate of life with pleafure; po-
verty would be no poverty, pain itfelf
would lofe it’s pature in her beloved fo-
ciety ; bat without hery life is infupport-
able, and that Death which others dread
s become the very objeéteof thy gloomy
withes and expeé&tations.

Thee UNHAPPY HUSBAND.
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¢ But now to reverfe the pitture, ‘thoy

art one perhaps who inithe fondnefls and

eagernefs of youth haft married the very
objeét of ‘thy choice. ‘O what a happy
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man ! what an enviable lot is thine?
But let us wait a year or two and obferve
the iffine.  In a little time the charm is
broken : Beauty foon fades !.a horrible
temper alfo, quite unperceived at firft,
is broken out. She whom thou didit
look up to as an angel is become a
rery fury : quarrels diftraét thy famiI)
day by day; and the very partner of thy
life 1s become thy grief, thy fhame, and
thy torment; thou  muft now pay the
forfeit of thv imprudence by bearing this
worft of burthens for all thy 1ema1mng
days. I\tay, thou muft alfo beax lt in fi-
lence, left thy.fhame fhould be publifhad
fo much the more, and left thy w1“e s 111
temper fhould be worked up even 1o
frenzy if thou fhouldft make the fmalleft
complaint.

But why will you defcribe human life
{o ploomlly P Perhaps fome Reader may
reply :, very great ‘happincfs is indeed
uncommon, but the bulk of mankind do
not meet with any fuch miferies as thefe,
for inftance, how comfortable am I! I am
bleft with a very tolerable degree of
hcalth, my trade alfo on the whole {up_.
ports me decently, and I bave many
friends 5. I have at the fame time :a

' B .pleaﬁng
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pleafing family growing up around me,
and the partner of my lot inftead of being
fuch 2 woman as you have painted is
wmoft exemplary, and affettionate, and
kind. :

Is this then the ground on which all
your happinefs is refted? We will now
draw anether pitture of human calamity.

Tha: .. 3.0 A B

Obferve that wife, fo pleafing in her
perfon, fo cheerful alfo in her temper,
fo valuable as the induftrious and clever
parent of her many children, and fo at«
tentive and affettionate alfo to her huf-

 band. Early love united them, unreferved

intimacy has endeared them ftill further,

‘and a lonO‘ connettion has rendered

them now quite needful to each other;
the hufband s life is bound up in that of
“his
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his wife in-a degree of which he' is hardly

yet aware. See her begin to ficken and
to grow, a little pale, At firft the difeafe

is trifling; ‘fhe has.walked out in the
dewy night and caught a cold, but the

cough has increafed, and it is now thiece

months {fince that imlucl'\y day. The
tender -hufband begins to be alarmed.

Love indeed is apt to. be anxious, and’

the h,erfeh begs him therefore not to be
fo much afraid. Another month pafles

off ahd the couoh i1s not removed. Her

pulfe grows quick, her {leep forfakes

her, and many dreadful fym iptoms enfue.:

What aré now the fbelmgs of this once
happy hufband ? He walks with a me-

]ancholy look andin a negletied drefs

over the houfe, and he thmks his own

life ‘already too“great a burthen-to be

borne. . As the danger: of her. death

begins to appear his flate of fufpenfe

alfo ~1s  affetting beyond meafure.
His hope rifes high with cach little fa«

vourable change, and in a day or twa

after he is half frantic with fear. In the

mean time his- own health ' through l,or’ng';

watching begins materially to fail. - An

now her end draws near.. That face
once {o beautiful begins to bc defOrmed
B e by;
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by a ghaltly hue, the lips are turned pale

and quivering, the tongue is parched,
the very reafon fails her, fo that fhe
knows not the voice of her hufband
though he calls her by her name. At
laft a cold fweat is obferved to be pafl-
ing over her hrrbs, her eye is ﬁ\ed, the
Ja{t agony arrives, and fhe expiresin his
arms, O what a dreary {cene does the
world now prefent to this hufband, who
a few months before was boafting of his
happinefs, and to this once enamoured
lover! -
And here-let it be remarked that this
{ort of event is one that is by no means
uancommon. It is one which every fa-
mily has to witnels. Let every loving
tuiband remember (we fhall fpeak here-
after’ of the ufe to which the remem-
‘brance may be turned) that he"has.to {ee
the day when he fhall- be thus feparated
from his wife, or elfe that the wife ‘has
to endure a like ’feparation from her
hufband. Let him refle& that it often
' ens alfo, that ‘in proportion as the
ple’ﬁure in each other's fociety has been
great, and the love ardent, the pariing
pang is found to be fevere. Scenes of a
hke kind are tobe expe&ed allo again
and
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and agaih in life. = Atone time a beloved
parent 'is in the courfe of nature re-
moved ; at another a much henoured
uncle or patron, who had become a f=-
cond father, is carried off ‘in his turn.

" Now a brother or fifter, or a dear friend

and companion is torn away, and now a
blooming hopeful and perhaps an only
child is hurried into an untimely grave.
And fo quickly does death oftentimes
repeat his {troke, thatperhaps the mourn-
er has {carcely wiped away his:itears for
one beloved relative or child, before
{fome” other tender connettion is alike:
torn from his' embraces, and. is buried 1n
the idme tomo.

The CHILquSORROW
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But let us ipedk now of thofe wha iw*n
to unite in themfelves a vaft variety of
griefs, and who thercfore may be calied

~
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See. (12 e’mphatically the  Children .of Sor-
-row. °, There are fome perfons who feem
10 have every thing make againft them;
- they: have . had neither the - fuceefs -in
- buiinefs, nor yet the health. of ‘other
juen, and they have experienced alfo
~their full fhare of affetting deaihs in
~théir family. ~ Some there arealfo of thele

children of affliétion who experience in

- the:evening of their:days fome additional .
~and aggravated calamity, whercby their
- grey hairs are brought down in {orrow to
thegrave, There are fome motherts al{o,
-of .whom, befides all their other.griefs,
-1t imay ‘be remarked, that though they
have many chlldren, yet they .never {uc-
ceed In rearing them. Imagine to your-
{elf.a mother who is now poor and help-
lefsiand ‘a widow woman alfo, who has
brought forth a large famlly of children,

and has fucceflively indulged the hoPe of

« rearing every one of them. By the time
. that fhe has reached old age. fhe is bereft
- at length of them all’;: broken down with
~age and adverfity, the lamp of life feebly
. burning, fhe may be llkf:ned to the fhat-
- tered trunk of an-ancient tree, the root
-of which-has {till a little life in it, though

ﬂle
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the lightening has deprived of all it’s
. once flourifhing branches. ~ But to put a
|  fill more deplorable though not uncom-
" mon cafe. We {ometimes hear alfo of
. the fingle furvivor of ten or fifteen child-

‘ren, and if we enquire we perhaps find
that this extraordinary mortality is to be
accounted for by there having been a
~taint in the blood of the family, of
~which taint this  furviving child al{o has
partaken, and has aheady fuffered much
pain frpm it, though-it’s ‘death is not yet
“arrived: How ' comfortle{s .as ‘to this
world is the condition of fuch a perion !
¢¢ an untlmely birth,” methinks ¢ is
¢ better than he;” for if this:life only
+ be confidered, nothing methinks can be

-more forrowful as well as defperate than

the-lot of fuch a fickly, perhaps deformed.

and though in fome {enfe pitied,yet at the
fame time negle&ed being ;:1tdeems only
- to have lived to bear the angulﬂl of it’s
& dlforder, and to.witnefs the mortality of
it’s family.

‘But it is time to ' break: off from - thls.

melancholy fubjeét, and to fpeak of the
relief which rehgmn brings to thc feveral
_¢alamities of hfe. &

We
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We have hitherto avoided introducing
any thing religious into the charatters
we have drawn, becaule we wifhed to
paint. the mifery ftrongly, which we could
not have done if the comforts of chrif-

“tianity had . made a part of ‘the pitture.

We will endeavour to explain ourfelves
in the firflt place by the following familiar
ftory.

The GUINEA and the SHILLING.
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It happened once that ‘a perfon was
travelling on foot 'along way from:home;
with ‘exaftly a guinea and a fhilling in
his pocket ; as he walked by the fide of'a
hill, in taking out his purfe one of the
pieces dropt out through an ‘unlucky:
hole which there wasin it; it ;proved,
-however, moft fortunately 'to’ he onlythe
fhilling : He looked around him for the

. plece
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piece which was loft with fome care, but

whcther it had got hid in the long grafs
~on his right hand, or whether it had
rolled off a long way down the hill to the
Jeft, or whether it had even tumbled into
the river at the bottom, is what he never
could difcover. He {pent about halfan
hour in looking round and round after
it, ‘till he began to think that he was lofing
more time and treuble than the piece of
money was worth, {o he proceeded on
his -day’s journey, comforting himfelf as
he went that he had his guinea ftill fafe
in his pocket, and-that he had loft no-
thing but the fhilling. ‘

Let us apply the ftory. Reader thou

art one that haft met with fome ol thofe
loffes,  troubles, ' or ' difappointments,
which lave been juft defcribed, but thou
art neverthelefs one of thofe happy per-
fons who, having embraced the Gofpel
of Chrift with their whole heart, are

made partakers of it's infinite and un-

{peakable bleffings ; thou ‘haft loft, as I
will fuppole, thy wealth, thy health, or
thy deareft earthly relatives : Nay, thou
haft loft every thing that can be dear to
thee in this life. Be comforted—thou haft

ounly loft thy fhilling; 1t is merely thy
e temporal
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| temporal comforts that are gone from
. . thee: the Bleflings of the Gofpel ftill re-
] main, Heaven is thine, Eternity is thines
confolations which the. world can neither
give nor take away are fill in thy poffef-
| {ion, and thoeu art an heir of everlaﬁmg

i life. Thele immenife riches continue
: with thee, and are like the Guinea 1iny
| hand, on which thou mayeft ftill caft an
eye of complacency, when all earthly
oA things have f{lipt from thee like, the fhil-
34 14 ling, and are no where to he found. I

grant the lofs, 1s not altogether to be
made  light of : it may become thee ta
ufe for awhile thy beft ' diligence to re-
pair thy lofs, juft as the traveller fpent
half an-hour in f{earching for his fhil ling,
_ but lofe not the wiole day of life 1in
looking  for that which is utterly va-
nithed,: but -rather purfue thy journeys
comfortmg thyfelf that thou haft not loft
" thy Cuinea.

- But. now:to be more pamcular letus |
ﬂxew what a new charatter Religion gives .
b to each of the cafes we were {peaking ofy |
B ~and firlt let us again addrefs: .
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The "POOR LABORER.

Know then thou that art {inking through
poverty, that the greateft of all the evils
that can befal thee is hardnefs of heart,
Now it is certain, that although ex-
treme Poverty may bring many trials,
yet great Riches bring many more. It
1s Riches that harden the heart. How

~ hardly, fays Chrift, /ball they that are

rich enter into the kingdom of heaven.

‘While on the other hand God often chufes.

the Poor of this world to be Rich in faith,
and” heirs of the Kingdom of heaven.

- How does this thought at once reverfe

all the common notions on this fubjeét.
The fuirft Chriftians took joyfully the [poil-
g of ‘their Goods, knowing that they had
in Heaven a  betier and more enduring
Jubftance. And the Chriftian of the pre-
{fent day, whether he be a Labourer, a
Shopkeeper, or a more confideranle
Trader, Having the f{ame #reafure in

Heaven, will, under all his Croffes, feel

a meafure of the fame comfort. Hav-
ing food and vavment, faid the ‘apoftle,
let us therewith be content. 1 bave learnt,
{aid he, every where and in all thiugs, both
| 4 | 39 7
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to be full and to be hungry, both to abonnd
and to f[uffer need, 4 can do all things

through Chrift thet firengthencth me.
i 3 L Cik i o N
We {poke of the cafe of a profpero{is

but dymcr man, who, when he 1s begin-
ning to tafte the cup of worldly plea~
fure, fees it dathed from his lips and is
hurried off to his Grave. What now is
wanting to comfort the mind under this
fort of mifery ? undoubtedly the thing
that is wanting to this man is the view
of a nobler and better happinefs in the
world  to which he is departing ; the
view of an inheritance incorvuptible, un-
a’cﬁlen’ and that fadeth not away, referved
in Heaven for him. St. Paul wifbed to
depart and be with Chrift, which he
judged to be far better than any bleflings
here, and in every age there has been
many a Chriftian of the fame ftamp with
the apoftle, who has been willing, yea,
glad to part with all his inviting prof-
petts in this world, in order to pafs into
that Land where there is ¢ fullnefs of joy,”
and where it is the chief defcription of
s
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it’s pleafures, that they are ¢ Pleafyres
which are_at God's Right hand for ever

more.”

The DISAPPOINTED LOVER.

The man whom we defcribed under
this chdra&er Was’.a woﬂd‘v 1rrehorlous
kind of man. . Take aw ay his nreholon
and you ev1dently take "away much of
his mifery alfo. "Teach him to view the
hand of Providence in his dlfappomt-
ment, teach him to love God and to defire
his favour above'all things, and to be a-
fraid of idolizing a fellow creature, teach
him al{o that general inoderation about all
earthly things ‘which the view of hea-
venly ones infpires, and which a recol-
le&tion of the fhortnefs' of this life alfo
tends to produce, and the lover who be-
fore was mad with'impatience and eager
defires, will now have his affettions re-

: _gulated and in"a meafure at leaft {ub-

dued.’ To fuch we add, *¢ let your mo-

deration be’ known unto all men; be care-
| ful' for nothmg the Lord s at hand

—finally, my brethren, the time s _j]aort,
u remaineth that t/zey t/zat have wives
18 LIBW AW (908 03 b
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“awere as though they had mone, and ‘tizy
that buy .as though they poffeffed noty for
the fafbion of this world pafleth away.”

The UNHAPPY HUSBAND,

We put the cale of a perfon whom
we fuppofed to be unhappily connetted

for life, with a moft vexatious.and un-

{uitable partner, and who had nobody
to fympathize with him in his milery:
there is in the world a large clafs of
griefs of this kind, of griets I mean
which are moft deeply felt, but which
neverthelels muft not be told; there are
many which .arife oeut of a variety of
‘awkward :circumftances not ealy to e
defcribed, and there are many alfo which
fall heavy on perfons of particular tem-
pers or conftitutions, and the ecrecy
often neceflary to be obferved in thele
inflances-is apt to form a great aggrava-
tion of the pain.  New in all {uch cales
how foothing and encouraging a,thing is
Religion; it comes in aid when human
help fails; it teaches usin particulér that
all that chriftian patience which is exer-
gifed in {ecret, under awkward and try-
ing
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ing and perhaps difcreditable circum.
ftances is witnefled by the Eye of God,
and that although no honor is conneted
with it in this world, yet it fhall in no
wife lofe it's reward, for ¢ our light af-
fution, which is but for.a moment, work.
¢th out for usa far more exceeding and
eternal weight-of Glory.”

The WIDOWER.

There is no cafe in which Religion
appears to more advantage -than 4n that
of a Hulband lofing a tender and valu-
-able'Wife. I fay this on the fuppofition 1
however that not only-the furviving huf-
‘band is religious, ‘but.that*he has reafon
‘to hope that {o was thedeccafed wifealfo: -
an fuch cafe ¢ we Jorrow not .as others
‘which have mo hape, for if we believe that®
Jefus died and rofe again, even fo them
alfo which fleep in Fefus will God 6-rz"7zg‘
with pim.” It is true ‘the body muft
decay, and muft be carried déwn to the .
‘tomb. ¢ Earth to ‘Earth, Afhes to Afhes,.
.and Dult te Duft.” }

W
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~But foon- ¢ the trumpet. fhall ; found,
and the Dead jhall be raifed. incarrups
tible”  Soon ¢ thys. Corvuptidle: fhall
put on ancorvuptions. and. this, Mortal
Sbali- put -~ on dmmortality. - And. then
Sball be brought to pafs the faying- that
25 writteny, Death 457 fwallowed \ug i
Vittory. O. Deathiwbere 15 thy Sting,

0 Grave where:!iy thy Widtery.” That

mortal part of our decealed friend
which 'we are /lodging fo mournfully” in
the (Grave, 1s ~eompared in Scripture to




,l- | ,

(29)

the Seed which is planted in the Earthy
and 'of which the Hifbandman does not
allow himfelf to’ regret the lofs for the
“joy of that future increafe which is to
,iprmg from 1t, the feeming lofs of the
Seed and it’'s burial under the Earth are
‘ncchary in onder to it’s burfting’ ot
dpdin, " e Tb'at cu/zchz thou fOZUfﬁ,P fax
the ' oftle; ¢ is mot quickened except i
diey /P alfo is thé 751/'1{7%57:072 of the body
“And How ‘glorious is that change Whlm
R ot 0 {39 experlence after Death, “ 7t 75
Jown' in Corruption, it is raifed in zném’
L raption, it is fown i d//ymwr, g 1s
' raifed . Glory, 1t is fown in weak-
l nefs <wtis raifed . on power,” it . zs“fwn
o natural body, it is raifed a [piritual,
- body.”  Faith then believes this tel-
: -tlmony of God, expetis' the promifed
change, underﬂandb the ufe and beneﬁt
‘of Death, and even glories in it. The
Chriffian Hufband' and his Wife ghav‘é
many a time converfed together concern--
ing this expetted change; and it has been
& chlef buﬁnefq of their -life to he p
pared for it, and however favorable thelr
Tot in this world may have been, Death
ithey know ‘will be thexr greateft gain':

to dxe 18 'ih thelr cafe to be promofeﬂ
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‘to honor: it is as if having fared but
‘moderately at ‘home a man had got, fome
‘good place abroad, and the earlier death
fof the wife is but like the wife's fetting

fail ;to the new counuy in an ear jer

.ﬂnp, knowing that the hufband is foon

to féllow .thf: parting in_fuch cale may

be a little melancholy, but then the fe-
-paration will be fhort, and if the tears:

begin to rife, they are prefently reftrain-
ed again. at the thought of the vaft im-
provement which is about to- be expe-

fnenced 10 thelr fortune.

Tiz‘e~ CHIED ef SORR?O_‘W._'

And now if Chrlﬁlamtv is: fo need-
ful-ia the cale of .all. thefe individual
troubles of lifey how much more fo
amuft it be when afflittion 15 added to
affliction, and when a thoufand trou-
bles meet together? Ye unbelieving men
who put, from you the hope.of a fu-
ture . world, and. the blefled confola-
tions of the Golpely come now and con- |
template with nie the cafe of that perfon |
who is opprafled with powverty,. worn |
down. at the {ame;time with ficknels,

ang |

*
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“and utterly defperate as to this world

Behold that miferable obJe& that wretch

deformed in perfon as well as defti-

‘tute” of friends, that Lazarus who hés

. at the Gate full of Sores, and is begging

R

a few crumbo of bread! Go now and
comfort 'him with thofe confolations

“which Infidels have to offer to the af-

flicted. T fuppofe you will bid him hope
for a little better health, and will re.
commend it to him to take the medi-
cines proper for his diforder. But,
alas! 'mediéine cannot help him, for
the Phyfician has told him fo. You

- will ftill perhaps encourage him to ex-

pet, however, in one way or other,

{ome more happy turn in his fortune.

Bat his cafe is defperate;’ the friends
who once took care of him, and whom
he tendelly foved, are dcad; his pain
alfo 1is (rally growing apon hnn, and
his difeafe is’ mortal. ~ Well then as it

“is a cafe of neceflity you advife him
-0 be 1eﬁfrned but refigned’ to. what?
',R"ﬁ(ﬂ“l“d to want and hcknefs, and to
“the "lofs of all things?’ Reﬁgred to mi-
fery as long as he lives, and after this

refignied to a gloomy and hopelels death®
)ou give him no ground for Rchgna«,
OB
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~ tion. Reﬁgnatlon on your plan is contra-
‘ry to reafon! you boaft of your reafon,
but you arg of all men moft unrea-
| | fonable if you. pretend you can fupply
| .the miferable with comfort.. No, you ﬁ
el '.muﬂ own the cafe is beyond you, and |
Jike  the Levne, you muft gurn - your |
face another. way, and leave him. -in
the ditch til] fome Chn{han comes, like
the good; Samemtan, and’ pours ¥nto bhis
.wounds the: o1l and wine of; the Gof-
pel.  And, you ~alfo, O ye gay and
thoughtlefs!; who though you dare not
deny the truth of the Golpel yet neg- b
leét it, and_even defpife the more fe-
rious followers of it, own that at lealt
the Gofpel has it's ufes here, and that -
there ‘are fome perfong 1n the world
to whom eyen the moft lively hope . of
immortality may, without offence, be
declared to be a thing moﬁ ardently
10 be defired: for what is.a mere or-.
dinary profefﬁon of Chriftianity to fuch
crfons it is only through a deep and
heart-felt experience of the great Doc-
trines of the .Gofpel, that any real re-
lief under thefe heavy affliftions is to
be in the leaft expeéled; if troubles
then arife and mcruafe upon u,s, it is

by
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by ftill more exalted views of Chrif-
tianity that we muft feck'comfort under

them.

But let us now fhew how thefe heavy af-
flitions may not only be made tolerable,’
but how they may be made ufeful, and
turned even into bleffings. Ah!how many
arggihere who at fetting out in life have
been favoured with much worldly happi-
- nefs, yet during all this time no thanks
have beén excited to God who was the
giver of 1t, no prayers or praifes have
afcended to the great Father of Mercies,
and none of the wealth or' talents be-
{towed upon'them has been laid out in his
fervicé: but by-and-by’ troubles have
come, and ‘as thefe troubles  have in-
| creafed the heart has begun to be foft-
| ened; difappointed and defperate as to
| this world, they have now turned their
thoughts to a better: Worn down with
orief, overwhelmed with loffes, or tor-
mented by keen anguith in their bodies,
{ they have call 'a longing look towards
that'world where ¢ there is no more fick-
| 1¢fs, nor forvew, nor pain, and  where.
Y God fhall wipe away all tears from our
8 cyes.” ¢ Behlod,” fays the Prophet in
Y the name -of God to dahe Hraclites, * 7
. have
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i bave chofen thee in the furnace of afflic

&2 tion;” he called thefe Ifraelites in the
£ ] midft of the aflli€tions of Babylon, as he

111 had their fathers in the affliftions of
1 Egypt. St. Paul obferves to the Thefla-
lonians, ¢ and ye became followers of us
and of the Lord, having received the
word in much afflition, and with joy of
the Holy Ghoft.”. Some there are who
feem to  have pafled through trouble
only that they may be brought to a ftate
of peace and. joy in belicving: they owe
that chéerfulnefs which you now {ee in
them, to fome former gloom. Once they |
were gay and thoughtlefs, asfome of our
Readers may now be, and their joy was
then as the crackling of thorns, which
was foon over, but now there is a new
foundation for their happinefs. Now
they truft not in riches or health, in
wife or children, for they have found all
thefe to be but as a broken. reed, on
which if a man leans it fhall furely fail
him.” They have learnt to ¢ truft there-
fore in_the living Ged,” and in the {ure”
mercies of a Savipur: being weaned
from the world, they now have learnt
that holy art of ufing it fo as net to
abufe ity knowing that ¢ the time is
¢ fhort,




{.285.7)

¢ TJhort, and that the fafhion of this
‘“ world paffethaway,” Come lifé, come
death, Ceme ficknefs, poverty or dif-
grace, Come lofs of friends, Come trou-
ble of whatever kind, they ftand rea-
dy. < None of thefe things now move
them, fo that they may finifh their courfe
with joy.”  They are now meafuring +he
value of every thing by it’s tendeney to
promote -their eternal good, and under
whatever circumftances they may fall,
They are therefore comforted by that ali-
fufficient promife,, that ali things fhall
work together for good to them that love
God, o them that are called .according - to
hus purpofe.

What a new view then does the Gof-
pel give us of the affli®ions of life?
It leflens fome of them, and it turns
others even into joy, and it teaches us
to confider every one of them as ap-
pointed by that wife and merciful Being,

who knoweth our nature, and who while

he feems to vifit usin judgment, is per-

‘haps only thowering down his beft blefl-
~ings upon us.

4 WAL 7 Rl (AN S i 8 T
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b O the st of \ June was publified,
A The Shepherd of Salifbury Plain. Part 11.<The .
o Beggaf(fl Boy, a Parable ,—and Wild Robe-rt,
kLl a Ball | | 4
ég O” ”l" 1/3 Offub', MR T
e ? % i Den,—and the Ne_wcaﬂle Collier, a Ballad.
;‘ On the 1/t duguf?,
-y Hints on 'the prefent Scarcity.---The Happy Wa.
;* terman.—1The Riot, a Ballad,---and the Plow-
boy s Dream, 2 Ballad ‘
‘ | On the 1/t of September,
® | Noah’s Flood.—Tom White, PartII; or,the W ay
358 to Plenty,—and Dame A.ndrews 2 Ballad,
b3

On the ift: of - O ober,

The Two Farmers, 'Part I.—Harveft Home,— _-
~and the Honeﬁ IVIlllcr ‘a Ballad.

O e ‘1ft’ of  November,

The Parable of the Vme}ald-——The Two Far-
mers, Part '11.—and the' African Woman’s
Lamcntatxon, a Ballad, |

On the v/ of December,

'Ihe Troubles of Life, of, the Guinea and the

Shilling,—and the Merry Chriftmas, or Happy
New Year,
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And other Pieces on a funilar’ Plan) on* “the 1/} oj
cvery Month.
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