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T H E

Parab le of the Laborers, & c .

THE Kingdom or Heaven is com
pared by our Saviour to “  A n 

“  houſeholder which went out early in  
“  the morning to hire laborers into his 
"  vineyard . And again he went out 
"  about the third hour, and ſa w  others 
"  ſtanding idle in the market place, and  
"  ſa id  unto them , Go ye alſo into the 
"  vineyard. And they went their way.  

" Again he went out about the ſix th  
“  and ninth hour, and did likewiſe.  
"  And about the eleventh hour he went 
"  out and found others ſtanding idle, and  

" ſ aith unto them , why ſtand ye here a ll the  
" day idle ? They ſa y  unto him, becauſe 

"  no man hath hired us. He ſ aith unto
"  t h e m



"  them, go ye alſo into the vineyard, 
"  and whatſoever is right that ſh a ll ye 
"  receive."

By the Houſeholder here ſpoken o f  
our Saviour himſelf intended, and by  
the Laborers hired into the vineyard 
thoſe perſons are meant who enter into 
his ſervice. Theſe Laborers are ſaid 
to be ſound ſtanding idle in the mar
ket-place ; for the Goſpel finds men idle, 
that is, not employed in G o d ’s ſervice : 
they are working buſily enough perhaps 
for themſelves; for men will riſe up 
early, and go to bed late, for the ſake 
o f  getting money, or following pleaſure, 
but, then their diligence is o f  a wrong 
kind : they are not diligent in the way 
o f  duty to their Maker : they may be 
likened to a certain kind o f  ſervants, 
who though they may ſeem buſy, and 
may get from ignorant perſons ſome cre
dit for being ſo, are nevertheleſs merely 
running on their own errands, and do
in g their own work, ſo that they are no 
better than idle in reſpect to the work 
which they ought to be doing for their 
Houſeholder, or Maſte r .  But when they

become
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become true Chriſtians, they are no 
longer like thoſe idle fellows who are al
ways ſauntering about, with their arms 
folded, in the Market-place, pretending 
that they are in want o f  employment, 
no man hav ing as yet hired them ; but 
they may be compared now to a ſet o f  
Laborers in a vineyard, or garden, who, 
whenever you look at them, are ſure 
to be ſeen either digging, or planting, 
or watering, or doing in ſhort whatever 
is moſt  wanted i n  the place whe re they  
are working ; and they have always an 
eye moreover to the Honor and Intereſts 
of the great H o uſeholder, their Maſter.

We come now to another important 
point in the Parable. The Houſeholder 
is ſaid to go out at different hours o f the 
day to hire theſe ſervants. This ſignifies 
that the light o f  Revelation was ſent at 
different periods o f  the world to the 
different people in it, and in particular 
to the Jew s at one period, and the Gen
tile Nations at another. The J ews had 
been much offended at ſeeing Chriſt  
addreſs himſelf to the Gentiles, who, 
as they thought, not haying been called

into
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in to  the church, or Vineyard, o f  God 
at an early period of  the world, ought 
not be received at a later hour. Our 
Saviour therefore makes uſe o f  this Pa
rable, or Story, as a convenient means  
of ſhewing how unreaſonable theſe Jewiſh 
prejudices were.

I mean here, however, to accommo
date the Parable to the purpoſe o f  ſhew
ing in what manner the Goſpel often ad 
dreſſes itſelf to men in different periods 
o f  life, calling one at an early age, and 
one at a much later, into the ſame vine
yard o f  Chriſt. W e are in no danger o f  
erring ex act l y  as the Jews did, by raiſing 
objections to Chriſt 's calling the great 
body o f  the Gentile Nations into his 
church. W e may be in great danger, 
however, o f a cting much in the ſame 
ſpirit with the Jew s, and i f  we do ſo  
that Spirit is moſt likely to ſhew itſelf 
in our ob jecting to extend the P riv i
leges o f the Goſpel to ſome poor out
ca ſts, or aged ſinners among ourſelves.

Let us then here deſcribe the caſe o f  
ſeveral perſons whom we will ſuppoſe to

engage
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engage in the Service o f  Chriſt, ſome at 
an earlier, and ſome at a much later 
hour o f  life; and fince there are many,  
no doubt, who put o f f  their repentance 
becauſe they judge that it is always time 
enough to repent, let us take ſpecial 
care to ſhew how much more melancholy 
their caſe will become through every  
year's d e la y ; not to mention, as w e  
might largely do, how uncertain their 
very  continuance in life is, and how 
doubtful alſo it may be, whether i f  they 
go on har dening themſelves more and 
more, God will give them hereafter that 
neceſſary help of his G race ,  without 
which, even i f  they live ever ſo long, 
they will have no heart to repent.

Firſt then I will put the caſe o f  one 
who is brought to obey  the Goſpel in 
the morning o f  life, and is one o f  the 
youngeſt o f  the Laborers in our Lord ’s 
Vineyard. He ſets out well, as I will 
ſuppoſe, and he goes on well through 
all the following ſtages o f  his l i fe ;  even 
his moſt  ea r ly prayers are not a mere 
matter o f  form, but they ſpring out o f  
a perſuaſio n  already riſing up in his

mind
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mind that he entirely d epends on God, 
and needs the help of his Holy Spirit. 
It pleaſes God, in anſwer to his infant 
prayers, to ſtrengthen this child againſt  
his early temptations, ſo that he does 
as Chriſt commands, and not as wicked 
children may require o r expect o f  him. 
S u c h  a chil d as this w ill alſo be dili
gent in learning his B ook and improv 
ing his time, fo r  he will be like the 
la b oring men in the  Viney ard ſpok en of   
in this Parab le, and not like the idle 
ones in the M a rket-place.

Now what a vaſt quantity o f  good 
m a y  ſuch a perſon be the means o f  
doing in the courſe o f  a long life on 
earth. Firſt of  all he is a Bleſſing to 
his young connections and ſchool fel
lows,  for he will often reprove vice and 
i r re lig ion in them, even though it ſhould 
 b e much againſt the  modeſty of his own 
natural inclinations ; then he grows up  
to be a bold witneſs for God in the 
face of all the gay and unthinking young 
men or women among whom he is thrown 
in early life; next he proceeds to do good 
about the village or town where he i s 

s e t t l e d
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ſettled: after this perhaps he marries, 
in conſequence o f  which his wife, and 
all her connections, and his own off
ſpring alſo have the advantage o f  ob
ſerving him; they remark his humble, 
candid, pious, and affectionate ſpirit, 
and his diligent and ſelf-denying life, 
and they profit both by his kind ſervices 
and his example. Now too his income 
very probably increases through his good 
character and induſtry, and hence he is 
able to aſſiſt the poor, the fatherleſs, and 
widow, and to pay ſor the inſtruction 
o f the ignorant; for he ſpends little on 
himſelf :  having no vices he has ſew 
wants; and his family being trained to 
religious habits, and preſerved from the 
gay and expenſive cuſtoms o f  the world, 
have few wants alſo. Thus is happineſs 
of all kinds ſpread abroad. He explains 
alſo, as he has opportunity, thoſe Chriſ
tian D o ctr in es  which have led him into 
this life o f  uſefulneſs, and is a great 
promoter o f  the Goſpel, ſo that a little 
world o f  Chriſtians is continually gather 
ing together all around him, and even 
a new generation is coming forward 
which ſhall, by-and-by, riſe up and call

him
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him bleſſed. In the midſt o f  all this uſe
fulneſs, however, he is very modeſt and 
low ly, he gives God the praiſe o f  every 
good thing he does, and he is ſincerely 
pained when flattering and inconſiderate 
people load him with their extravagant 
commendations, for he ſees a thouſand 
faults in himſelf, which he is much engag
ed in overcoming, though others perceive 
them n o t : he is conſcious o f  neglecting 
many an opportunity o f  doing good, and 
o f  failing to ſuppreſs ſufficiently many an 
evil thought, and though ſome irreli
gious people may fancy that he already 
carries things too far, as they abſurdly 
term it, yet there is nothing o f  which 
he is himſelf more ſure than that he 
falls ſhort in every duty, and eſpecially 
in thoſe things o f  which they leaſt ſee the 
importance, I mean in zeal for religion, 
in the duties o f  prayer and praiſe, and 
in all the feelings and expreſſions o f  
gratitude to his Creator and Redeemer. 
But while we are thus deſcribing the 
amiable character o f  a Chriſtian, let it 
be remarked alſo, that he meets with 
v arious difficulties, and is expoſed to 
not a few miſrepreſentations. His v ir 
tuous ſingularity, for inſtance, is conſi-



(  1 1  )

dered by ſome, who do not underſtand 
his principles, to be unneceſſary preciſe
neſs, and is thought to ariſe from 
a conceited or diſobliging ſpirit; his 
courage in reproving vice, i f  unſuc
ceſsful, is called by thoſe whom he re
proves impertinence; his act i v i t y  in doing 
good is not ſeldom aſcribed to forward
neſs, and even his extraordinary l ibera
lity is accounted for, by thoſe who do 
not care to follow his example, by ſay
ing, that it is mere vanity, or lav iſh 
imprudence; and, above all, his pi
ety is apt to be thought by the im
pious and irreligious to be mere hypo
criſy, or at beſt a poor pitiable ſort 
o f  weakneſs. Thus then while the chriſ
tian has many peculiar hopes, and jo y s ,  
and conſolation on the one hand, he 
experiences many trials and hardſhips on 
the other. Nevertheleſs, he bears up un
der them a l l ; many o f  them indeed appear 
light to him in compariſon o f  what they 
ſeem to other men, and grow more and 
 more light as he becomes uſed to them. 
He goes on therefore cheerful and con
tented ; he labors much, he ſuffers much, 
he renounces much, he contends much

in



in the cauſe o f  Chriſt, and he does this 
in every place to which he moves, in 
every changing ſituation and circum
ſtance, and in every ſeaſon o f  life through 
which he paſſes. And now at laſt after a 
long life, Death cloſes in upon h im ; he 
looks with thankfulneſs back to what is 
paſt, and with compoſure to the important 
and deciſive hour that is approaching: he 
truſts indeed not in himſelf but in Sa
viour, ſor after all he is but "  an unpro
fitable ſervan t , having done no more than 
it was his duty to do,  ” but he has much 
comfortable proof that his Chriſtian faith 
has not been a mere name, and he is able 
to take up the ſame language with the 
apoſtle, and to ſay with a meaſure o f  
the ſame confidence, "  I have fought 
“  the good fight, I have finiſhed my 
“  courſe, I have kept the faith, hence- 
"  forth there is laid up for me a crown 
“  o f  righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
"  righteous Judge ſhall give me in the 
"  great day." This then is one o f  thoſe, 
who, to borrow the phraſe in the parable, 
may be ſaid to have "  borne the whole 
"  burthen and heat o f the day ."

There
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There is another claſs o f  perſons who 
may now be ſpoken o f  as entering into 
the vineyard o f  Chriſt at a ſomewhat later 
h our; at the age as we will ſuppoſe 
of five and twenty or thirty. Theſe 
have loſt  an hour indeed; they have 
idled away one precious ſeaſon of life. 
A las !  alſo it is to be feared that during 
the heat and ſelf-confidence o f  youth, 
they have done much evil, as well as 
neglected to do good. Perhaps it has 
alſo happened that they have already 
formed ſome raſh connection, and eſta
bliſhed themſelves on ſome irreligious 
plan; but now they repent; they break 
through all difficulties; they turn out o f  
the path in which they had been ſetting 
off  in life, and they turn in to the v ine
y ard o f  Chriſt: they become humble,  
diligent, and uſeful Chriſtians; for even 
theſe alſo give a good part at leaſt o f  
their health and ſtrength to the cauſe o f  
their Saviour, and with grief and ſhame 
at having been thus far idle, they be
come fellow laborers with thoſe happier 
perſons already ſpoken of.

 But
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But let us come to a claſs o f  perſons 

who repent ſomewhat later ſtill ;  I mean 
at the age o f  forty or fifty. How affect
ing is the condition o f  ſuch perſons when 
it is well conſidered ! they now diſco
ver that they have been all their lives 
living, as it were, to no purpoſe; that 
the whole o f  theſe forty or fifty years 
has been idly thrown away, or i f  ſpent 
in labor that it has been mere labor 
in vain, for even though they may have 
been diligent, yet they have been merely 
diligent in doing their own will and not  
the will o f  G o d ;  they have been w ork
ing in their own vineyard and not in  
the vineyard o f Chriſt; they have been 
year after year puſhing their own for
tune, building up their own credit, e x 
alting their own conſequence, indulging 
their own eaſe, following their own plea
ſure, caring about their own intereſt or 
family intereſt, while the great intereſts 
o f  the kingdom o f  Chriſt have been 
quite out o f  the queſtion, and now there
fore they have to repent perhaps o f  
the very things they had been the moſt 
proud o f ;  they have alſo to reſiſt many 
ſinful habits which are become as it were

a ſe-



a ſecond nature ; they have to diſentan
gle themſelves from a multitude of irre
ligious connections whoſe opinions have 
hitherto ruled over them ; they have to 
unteach even their own children many 
a falſe principle which they had taught 
them : with many a weary and painful 
ſtep they have to meaſure back the whole 
ground which they have been treading, 
and they have to undo, as it were, every 
thing which ſor fifty years they have 
been doing, When more than half o f  
life is over, they have to enter upon 
the work which they were ſent into the 
world to d o : but at length they hire  
themſelves into the vineyard o f  Chriſt, 
and he receives them though it is the 
ninth hour : and now they huſband well 
their time, and begin to be fruitful in  
every good w o rk ; and whatever they 
do they do all to the glory o f  God : 
they perform what he commands, and 
ſimply becauſe he commands it : they 
become a part o f  the church of Chriſt, 
and are numbered among the laborers 
in his vineyard.

 
But i f  the caſe o f  ſuch as were laſt

 ſpoken
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ſpoken of is affect in g ,  what ſhall be ſaid 
o f  thoſe aged perſons whom it ſtill re
mains for us to deſcr ibe  ! Some there 
are (but, a la s  ! it is to be feared that it 
is the caſe o f  very few) who even at 
ſeventy, or more than ſeventy years old, 
repent and become the ſervants o f Chriſt. 
When ſcarcely an hour o f  life remains,  
when the evening is cloſing in and “  the  
night cometh when no man can work,” 
then it pleaſes God to ſend his grace 
poſſibly to a few o f theſe alſo, and they 
go for the ſhort hour that remains into  
the ſame vineyard o f  Chriſt.

How mournful is the view which we 
have now to take o f  ſuch an a g e d  ſinner’s  
condition. Here is a perſon the whole 
term o f  whoſe earthly exiſtence (one poor 
uncertain hour excepted) has been ſpent 
in a ſinful courſe; Where are then the 
merits which he will have to plead be
fore God ? Where are his works o f  faith, 
his acts o f  worſhip, or labors o f  love ? 
Inſtead o f  theſe, methinks I ſee a thou
ſand ſins riſing up, each of which is ſu f
ficient to condemn him. Let us run over 
the woeful tale o f  his wicked life, and

as
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as before we thought fit to deſcribe an 
eminent and diſtinguiſhed Chriſtian, ſo 
now by way o f  making the difference 
more particularly ſtriking, let us draw 
the pict u r e  o f  one, who though no thief or 
murderer, and therefore not accounted 
one o f  the moſt abandoned of mankind, 
yet is lying under a load of much more 
than ordinary guilt. Thoſe perſons indeed 
who feel themſelves guilty o f  any part o f 
the crimes we ſhall enumerate, ſhould take 
their ſhare o f  the reproof, and if  they 
have not repented, ſo as to enter into 
the vineyard o f  Chriſt, they ſhould re
member, that though they may be cri
minals o f  a ſmaller ſize, yet they are 
ſtill remaining under condemnation.

To  a perverſe and diſobedient child
hood has ſucceeded (as we will ſuppoſe 
in the caſe o f  the perſon we are ſpeak
ing of) a wild and vitious youth, and 
then a proud and ambitious manhood, 
and after this a fretful or covetous old 
age. In the courſe o f  his long life many  
temptations have broken in upon him, 
and by turns he has yielded to them 
all. Many different ſituations have been

filled



filled by him, and in each, as he now 
ſees, he has either neglected or betray
ed his truſt .  He has been a negligent 
and bad father, an unreaſonable, nay, 
ſecretly alſo an unfaithful huſband, a 
careleſs inattentive brother, a hollow, 
flattering and deſigning friend; perhaps 
alſo a mean time ſerving elector, and 
even a miſchievous common acquain
tance. Do you aſk what has been the 
turn o f  his common converſation ? in
ſtead o f being pious, uſeful, benevolent, 
candid and ſincere, it has at one time 
been proud and paſſionate, at another 
vain and fl ouriſhing, at another ſlande
rous and revengeful; now again it has 
been ſelfiſh, crafty and diſſembling, of
ten alſo daringly impious and profane, 
and not ſeldom exceedingly polluting 
and impure. D o y ou aſk what have 
been the ſinful deeds he has done ? O 
what a dreadful variety has there been 
in them ! At one time he has been try
ing to over-reach his fellow trader, at 
another he has been endeavouring to ſe
duce ſome unhappy maiden; at one 
time he is ſeen quarrelling with his neigh
bour ; at another he falls out with one

of
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o f  his own family, after which he grows 
mad with every one around him, and at 
laſt equally mad and out o f  humour with 
himſelf. A t  one time he is buying 
ſmuggled goods, or he is craftily under
rating his houſe in order that he may 
avoid paying his ju ſt proportion o f  taxes,  
at another he is oppoſing ſome plan or 
inſtruction for the ignorant, or of neceſ
ſary relief for the poor. He has been 
ſelfiſh, griping and avaricious on all oc
caſions, and what he has ſaved or gained 
b y  oppreſſi o n  and fraud he has ſpent on 
his profligacy: He has got drunk with the 
money which he has acquired by diſho
neſty, and he has paid for his debauchery 
at night by the ſum which he has contri
v e d  in the morning to keep back from 
the poor. At the ſame time he has been 
turbulent, factious and complaining, al
ways talking of what is amiſs in others, 
and very ſudden and ſevere in judging 
them, but very proud and confident o f  
himſelf, diſdaining even the ſmalleſt 
blame. W o u ld  yo u  get into favour with 
him you muſt flatter him at every word : 
and you will pleaſe him beſt by doing it 
groſsly  and to his face, for he is quite

uſed



uſed to praiſe; he has long lived among 
thoſe who look up to him as their patron, 
or gape at him as their principal wit, or 
glory in him as their chief ſongſter, poſ
ſibly as the chairman o f  their drinking 
club, and as thei r merry leader in de
bauchery.

T o  all theſe fins he adds that o f  being 
the decided enemy o f  every religious 
man. Is the Goſpel preached at his very 
door? He ſtands in the front rank o f  its 
enemies: He denies its efficacy, makes a 
jo k e  o f  its doctrines, reviles its follow
ers, and is the avowed hinderer o f  its 
progreſs. Chriſtianity indeed is againſt 
him, and therefore it is no wonder that 
he is againſt Chriſtianity. Hence it is 
that the religion of every man around 
him, however pure and excellent, i f  it is 
but zealous and fervent, is declared 
without diſtinction to be mere hypocriſy, 
enthuſiaſm, bigotry and cant.

But let us look a little alſo to the v a 
rious conſequences o f  his life o f  ſ in : here 
however we are again in danger o f  being 
loft in  t he v aſtneſs o f  the ſubject. Who

can
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can trace a thouſandth part o f  the mi
ſeries which have ariſen even from one 
ſingle ſource, I mean from the levity and 
inconſideration which have made one 
leading feature in his character ? Who 
can calculate the effects o f  all thoſe evil 
principles which he has ſcattered at ran
dom, reaching even to diſtant places and 
generations ! Who can calculate the miſ
chief which he may have cauſed even in 
one o f  his light convivial hours ? View 
the inſcription on that graveſtone which 
is now almoſt overgrown with thorns.  
A h ! ’tis the name o f an old companion, 
an alehouſe friend, who once was uſed to 
ſing with him in one joyfu l chorus “  the 
"  praiſes of  the flowing bo w l ," and who 
thus was encouraged in thoſe habits o f  
intemperance which led to that untimely 
grave. Let us open one other ſource o f  
no leſs painful reflection. Behold that mi
ſerable female, once the gay partner o f 
his guilty pleaſures, whom if  he has not 
been the firſt to ſeduce, he has at leaſt 
carried on and confirmed in a life o f  ſi n ,  
and whom he has left afterwards to ſi n k  
in want, to grow loathſome through diſ
eaſe, and to become a nuiſ ance to the

village
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village or the town ; he has helped to 
ruin but not to deliver h e r  ; he has ſoon 
leſt her to the tender mercies o f  ſome o f  
her own ſex, as hardened as herſelf, a
mong whom ſhe has ſunk, and groaned, 
and died. Which way then, I ſay, ſhall 
 this aged ſinner turn his eyes? Every  
ſcene, every place, every month and 
day o f  his life which he can call back to 
remembrance reminds him of ſome ſin. 
Shall he look to ſome o f his more repu
table act i o n s  ? A l a s  ! even when his con
duct has been moſt  creditable, his motives 
have been unchriſtian and impure. “  True, 
I have had ſome character,” he now ſays 
to himſelf, “  but I have had no title to it. 
Men have not known me, or i f  a few 
have known me and yet praiſed me, they 
have praiſed me becauſe they have want
ed to carry ſome point o f  their own by 
pleaſing m e; nay, my companions have 
even praiſed me for what was evil, for 
the ſame people ſeem now methinks to 
blame me in proportion as they diſcern 
any thing in me that is good.” Thus the 
recollect io n  o f  the applauſes he uſed to 
receive from theſe wicked men is be
come one aggravation o f  his pain.

But
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But ſh all he look to his more innocent 

and early years  ? A la s  ! the review o f  
his infancy only ſerves to remind him 
how naturally and how ſoon he went 
aſt r a y  ; how ſoon "  he forſook the 
"  guide o f  his youth and forgot the co- 

" venant of his G o d ,” "  chuſing a way 
" o f  his own deviſing,” a way which 

“  ſeemed right in his own eyes,” but the 
end thereof as he now ſees would have 
been deſtruction. Thus i f  he looks 
backward all is miſery, and horror, and 
deſpair. Shall he then look forward 
and comfort himſelf b y  thinking how e f 
fectually he will repair all the evil he 
has done? But how ſhall he now repair 
it? Of thoſe whom he has corrupted 
many are dead, and o f  the ſurvivors 
very few can now be found. Go then 
and bring theſe few back to God. Alas! 
one will mock, another will diſſemble, a 
third will deſpiſe. Go try to reclaim 
even the children o f  thine own loins, 
who are all trained through thy means 
in an evil courſe. Nay, even theſe alſo 
will ſcoff at thy rebuke, and fay, "  Our 
old father is grown troubleſome and 
peeviſ h through age, he is turned re

ligious
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ligious only becauſe he has j u ſt  done 
with this life, and has got one ſoot in 
the grave.”

What then, I ſay, can this aged ſin
ner do to remedy the evils he has 
cauſed? he can only abhor himſelf ſor 
what is paſſed, and repent ſincerely o f  
all that he has done. See him then at 
length abhorring himſelf, and "  repent
ing in duſt and aſhes.” See him re
tiring to his chamber, and, for the firſt  
time, communing ſeriouſly with his own 
heart. See him reviewing the whole o f  
his paſt life, from the firſt  dawn o f  rea
ſon to the preſent hour, endeavouring 
to ſurvey with exactn e ſs  his thoughts, 
words and act io n s ,  and all his moſt 
ſecret practices, intentions, and inclina
tions. See him meditating alſo on his 
numberleſs omiſſions, taking the Law 
o f  God for his Rule, and beginning 
now, for the firſt  time, to diſcover what 
manner o f  Perſon he has been. How 
does he ſtand  amazed at his own for
mer ſtupidity  and blindneſs, and hard
neſs o f  heart, and how aſtoniſhed alſo 
at the patience o f  God which has ſo

long
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long borne with him ! And now his heart 
relents, the tears o f  penitential ſorrow 
begin to flow, the Lion alſo is changed 
into a Lamb, and the ſame Perſon who 
before might have been compared to 
the Woman in the Goſpel, "  out o f  
whom there went Seven D evils ,  ” or to 
"  Saul when breathing fury and ſlaugh
ter, ” may now be likened to the M ag
dalen weeping at the feet o f  Jeſus, or 
to Paul trembling and aſtoniſhed, and 
crying out as he lay on the ground 
"  Lord what wouldſt thou have me to 
do,” or to the ſame Paul when it was 
afterwards ſaid o f  him "  behold he 
prayeth !" With trembling limbs, and 
with a body bowed down with age, be
hold then this Repenting Sinner w alk
ing to that Public Worſhip which he had 
ſo long neglected ; with weak and fa i l 
ing eyes he opens the Scripture; at 
the age o f  ſ eventy he begins to inquire 
with child-like ſimplicity into the na
ture o f  the Goſpel , and knowing how 
ſhort his time is he makes haſte to obey 
it. And now perhaps his old compa
nions deride him, for as he once ſneered 
at others who were religious, and called

 them



them all hypocrites, ſo he is now ſneered 
at, and called a hypocrite in his tu rn : 
he becomes the ſcoff o f  the drunkards, 
and the merry je ſt  o f  the profane; and 
they that "  Sit in the Gate make Songs 
o f  him.” Now alſo the very  ſins o f  his 
youth, which had been ſcarcely men
tioned before, are brought forward by 
his former favorites and friends as pre
ſent evidence againſt him; his crimes 
are even aggravated, and are all blazed 
abroad  : but it is one proof o f  his ſin
cerity, that even theſe cutting reproaches 
do not ſhake him from his purpoſe, nor 
induce him to turn back to his old com
panions. N o ;  they may la u g h  ; they 
may ſmile at what they call his pre
tended ſanctity ;  but in truth he is no 
hypocrite. The tear that drops upon 
his Bible is ſincere.”

He is diſpoſed to doubt indeed for 
a time his own ſincerity, ſor his guilt 
is  ſo great, and the Bleſſings o f  the 
Goſpel including as they do the gift 
o f  Eternal Life, appear ſo large in his 
eyes, that he cannot at once raiſe his 
hopes ſo high. His ſincerity is p rov

 ed
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ed however by his proceeding to re
pair, as far as he has opportunity, each 
evil that he has d o n e  ; by his mourn
ing over what he cannot cure, and by 
the determination o f  his mind, through 
the help o f  Divine Grace, to walk for 
the future in newneſs o f  life. In ſhort, 
he feels that i f  his life were prolonged 
a thouſand years, and youth and health 
were reſtored to him, he ſhould chuſe 
to ſpend his ſtrength and the utmoſt  
length o f his days in  the ſervice o f  the 
ſame maſter, and to be a Laborer in 
the ſame Vineyard.

But here methinks ſome objector riſes 
up and ſays, "  What then ſhall this 
“  man be accepted o f  God like him 

" who has been moral and orderly all 
 "  his days, or like the firſt perſon you " 

mentioned ?" W e ſhall now anſwer 
this objection by proceeding with the 
Parable.

The Jews are there repreſented as 
murmuring againſt the good man o f the 
houſe, on account o f  his rewarding the 
more late and early laborers, the an

cient
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cient J ews and the newly converted 
Gentiles, by “  giving each of them a 
“  penny, ſaying , theſe laſ t  have wrought 
“  but one hour, and thou haſt  made them 
“  equal to us who have borne the whole 
“  burthen and heat o f the day. But 
“  he anſwered one o f them, and ſa id , 

" Friend I  do thee no wrong, didſt thou 
“  not agree with me fo r  a penny? Take 
“  that thine is and go thy way, I  w ill 
“  give unto this laſt even as unto thee. 
“  I s it not lawful fo r m e to do what I  w i l l   
"  with my own ?” It was no inju ry  to the 
Jew s that the poor Gentiles were ad 
mitted, though at a later hour, into the 
Church, and the J ews had therefore no 
right to complain; on the contrary they 
ought to have rej oiced at it. In like  
manner it can be no injury to thoſe 
among us, who may have ſerved C hriſt  
from our youth, that any poor out-caſt 
ſhould be admitted to the ſame Chriſ
tian Privileges with ourſelves, and we 
alſo ought to rejoice as the angels o f  
G o d are ſaid to do over one ſinner that 
repenteth. Again it may be remarked, 
that even the firſt calling o f  the Jews 
aroſe not from any ſuperior merit in

them,
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them, but from the ſovereign goodneſs 
of G od ; and ſurely therefore it was 
moſt unreaſonable in thoſe peop le to 
complain of God ’s extend ing the ſame 
mercy to the Gentiles. M uch in the 
ſame manner it may be remarked, in 
reſpect to the preſent day, that the ſal
 v ation even of the b e ſ t  of men ariſes 
n o t  from any merit o f  their own, but 
merely from God ’s free mercy in Chriſt, 
and ſurely therefore one pardoned ſin
ner among us ought not to complain 
o f  the extenſion of the ſame pardon to 
another.

But the Parable in the two laſt verſes 
o f it proceeds a ſtep further, for it is 
there added by our Sav iour, “  Is thine  
“  eye evil becauſe mine is good ?" which is 

as i f  he ſaid , "  What do you take  
offence then at my being ſo merciful ? 
 D oes it provoke your envy to ſe e  a 
vile Gentile called at the eleventh hour, 
and made equal to yourſelves who pro
feſs to have been the people o f God 
from the beginning, and to have borne 
the whole burthen and heat o f  the day ?” 
S ome very awful words are then added, 
wherein it is implied, that they who
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were ready to make this objection, 
brought thereby their own religious cha
ract e r  into ſuſpicion, and that theſe very 
Penitents o f  the eleventh hour, whom 
they now preſumed to deſpiſe, ſhould 
hereafter even take place above them, fo r  
it is ſaid, "  So the f i r ſ t  ſh a ll be laſt and 
"  the laſ t fir ſt , f o r  many are called but 
"  f e w  choſen.”

There are many perſons who bear the 
Chriſtian name, and are called into 
Chriſt ' s viſible church on earth, but it is 
only a few comparatively that are choſen, 
and ſhall enter into Heaven. Nay, it 
may be added, that many even o f  thoſe 
who paſs for regular C hriſtians from 
their youth are no more than nominal 
diſciples,  while there are others who 
for a time make no pretence to religion, 
who at laſt acknowledge their wicked
neſs and repent o f  it and are ſaved.

A  certain man, ſaid Chriſt ,  on another 
occaſion, had two ſons, and be ſa id  to 
the f i r ſ t , ſon , go work to-day in my vine
yard, and he ſa id , I  go, ſ i r  ; (that is 
he pretended to be one o f  the laborers

in
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in the v ineyard from the very firſt) but 
he went not, he never went into it at all 
either fi r ſt  or laſt . "  And he ſa id  to the 
ſecond likewise, and he anſwered, I  go 
not, but afterwards he repented and went.  
Now which of theſe twain did the w ill o f  
his fa th er  ?" Reader which o f  the two 
following perſons think y ou is the true 
ſervant o f  Chriſt? he who thinks proper 
to call himſelf a Chriſtian, is poſſibly  
thought ſuch by thoſe around him even 
from his birth, who has been regularly 
baptized, who alſo like the J ews of old 
has attended ſtatedly on the ceremonies 
o f  religious worſhip, and perhaps has 
even like the Phariſees contrived to waſh 
the outſide clean, and to keep clear o f  
groſs immoralities, but is no true la
borer nevertheleſs in the vineyard o f  
Chriſt, who is not at all like the religi
ous perſon whom we ſo fully deſcribed—  
or he who not even profeſſing ſor a time 
any regard to Chriſt, heartily repents how
ever either at the third, or ſixth , or ninth, 
or eleventh hour, and then goes in the 
manner that was afterwards ſpoken o f  
to labor in his vineyard ? Which I  ſa y  
o f  theſe twain does the w ill of his fa th er ?

Many



Many, ſ aith our Saviour, that are f irſ t  
ſhall he laſ t  and the laſ t  firſ t . Theſe 
w o rd s  appear to be a prophecy of our 
judge which relates to the great day of 
Judgment. Then many a popular but 
irreligious character, many a one who 
has been praiſed to the ſtars in this igno
rant and misjudging world? and whole 
ſuppoſed v irtues have both deceived him
ſelf, and dazzled all around him, ſhall ſink 
at once into everlaſting ſhame and d iſ
grace, while many a poor deſpiſed, yet 
repenting ſinner ſhall come forward and 
receive his crown o f  glory. Oh ! what 
 a wonderful change in many o f the ap
pearances which we now ſee ſhall we 
witneſs on the day o f  judgm ent! Let 
u s not fail to remark that then alſo 
many a falſe though flaming profeſ ſ or o f  
the goſpel, many a vain, forward, and con
ceited teacher, many a ſelf-confident en
thuſiaſt ,  and many a narrow-minded and 
fiery bigot, who has ſpent his life in lit
tle elſe than in judging and condemning 
others, ſhall be brought forward in the 
face o f  the a ſſembled world, and ſhall re
ceive his own condemnation. Then alſo 
many a diffident and trembling believer,

and
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and many a meek and lowly Chriſtian, 
who has been laboring with little noiſe 
in ſome obſcure corner o f  his Lord ’s 
vineyard, and on whom the bigots not 
ſeeing him among their party, have pre
ſumptuouſl y  dealt damnation, ſhall take 
that prize which has been denied to thoſe 
who ſet themſelves up as judges over 
him, and ſhall be bid to enter into the 
jo y  o f  his Lord. So the firſ t  ſ hall be 
laſ t ,  the laſt firſ t , f o r  many are called, 
but fe w  choſen.FINIS
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This Day are P U B L I SHED,
Price 1/2 each, 2s. 3d. per 100. —50 for 1s. 3d. 25 for 9d.
The Carpenter : or, the Danger of Evil Company
A  New Hiſtory of a T rue Book, in Verſe
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Huſbandry Moralized, or Pleaſant Sunday Reading 

for a Farmer's Kitchen, Part I .
Wonderful Eſcapes from Shipwreck
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Fable of the Old Man and the Bundle o f Sticks
Providential Detections of Murders, by H . Fielding, E ſq.
The Roguiſh M iller, or nothing got by Cheating, a 

True Ballad
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The Horſe Race.
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The Tw o Soldiers
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H alfpen n y or a Penny. As all theſe Books w ill be 
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Beggarly Boy, a Parable , —and W ild Robert, 
a Ballad.
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boy's Dream, a Ballad.

On the 1ſt o f September,
Noah’s Flood.—  Tom White, Part I I ; or, the W ay 

to Plenty,—  and Dame Andrews, a Ballad.

On the 1ſt  of  October,
The Two Farmers, Part I. — Harveſt Home,— 

and the Honeſt Miller, a Ballad.
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The Parable of the Vineyard. — The Tw o Far
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Lamentation, a Ballad.
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