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H I N T S  
T O  A L L  

R A N K S  O F  P E O P L E ,  

O N  T H E  

OCCASION of  the P R E S E N T  S C A R C IT Y ;

Being taken from the Story o f  our Saviour's 
miraculouſ ly feeding Five Thouſ and Perſons 
with Five Barley Loaves and Two ſm all 
Fiſhes.

IT  cannot be unſeaſonable to devote the 
preſent Sunday Reading (for Auguſt, 1 795) 

to the conſideration of the ſtory of our Savi
our’s miraculouſly feeding five thouſand per
ſons with five barley loaves, and two ſmall 
fiſhes, as it is related, in the ſix th  chapter of 
S t . John.

Jeſus
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Jeſus having been engaged (as we read in 
the former chapter) both in healing the ſick, 
and in teaching the people , after theſe things 
went over the ſea  o f Galilee. And a great mul
titude followed him, becauſe they ſ aw the mi
racles which he did on them that were diſeaſed.

The multitude in thoſe days were much  
l ike the multitude now; they did not follow 
Chriſt on account of the good inſtruction 
they got from him, or the excellence they 
ſaw in his character, but becauſe they ſaw  the 
miracles which he did on them that were diſ 
eaſed. Their aſto n iſhment was excited, and 
their natural feelings alſo were called forth 
by theſe act s  of m ercy; and it was the manner 
of our Saviour, when he had thus gained their 
attention, to turn his beneficence to their bo
dies to the benefit of their ſouls, by preaching 
to the crowds whom his miracles had collected.

Let it therefore be here remarked by the  
way, that the beſt  mode of ſhewing charity 
to the poor is that of which our Saviour has 
ſet the example; I mean the uniting chari
table help and religious inſtruction both to
gether, for many a one may take from the 
ſame hand which has given him bread, a 
bible, or ſome religious book, which may 
prove a far greater benefit than all the money 
which he may have received :— Hoſpitals to 
which chapels are annexed, are to be praiſed

on



on account of their uniting theſe two prin
ciples : the ſick man goes thither indeed 
ſeeking only to be cured of his bodily diſ
order, juſt like the ſick people who applied 
to Chriſt; yet by attending the chapel he 
may alſo obtain, like ſome of them, an ever
laſting benefit to his ſoul. Such hoſpitals 
ought to be very liberally ſubſcribed to by 
Chriſtians, for it is plain that they are found
ed in the true ſpirit of chriſt ianity.

But to proceed with our preſent ſtory: 
When Je ſu s  then lifted, up his eyes, and ſaw a 
great company come unto him, he faith unto 
P hilip, whence ſhall we buy bread that theſe 
may eat? And this he ſa id  to prove him, f or he 
himſelf knew what he would do.

Philip had ſeen Chriſt heal the ſick, and 
do numberleſs miracles; this queſtion is 
therefore put to him with the view of prov
ing whether he had thereby learnt to believe 
fully in Chriſt, and whether he thought that 
the ſame Jeſus, who had reſtored the ſick 
could feed the hungry alſo.

It often pleaſes God to prove us, in order 
in like manner to exerciſe our faith. Our 
national trials, ought to be, conſidered as ſent 
to us principally ſor this end. W e  have not 
indeed, like Philip, beheld any actual mi
racle s  in theſe days, and yet methinks we

h ave
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have already witneſſed many wonderful 
interferences of Providence in behalf of our 
nation.

In the year 1780, when London ſeemed 
likely to be deſtroyed through the riots 
which prevailed, it pleaſed God to ſtop 
that tremendous evil, and to lengthen out 
the proſperity of this nation. Not long 
ſince our king was reſtored to us, almoſt  
b y a miracle. Many dangers of invaſion or 
inſurrection which lately were ſuppoſed to 
threaten us, have alſo been checked or turn
ed away. W e ought therefore to acknow
ledge the good hand of Providence, in time  
paſt, and ſo truſt the ſame power in the time 
to come; for ſurely He who has done already 
ſo many great things for us, is able by one 
means or other, to  multiply bread to us alſo. 
W e  ought all indeed to conſider the preſent 
ſcarcity as a call to repentance, and a puniſh
ment of our manifold ſins; and yet if, like 
Philip, we are true diſciples, we may look 

upon it alſo as a trial of our faith, and as an 
event that is ſent to prove us, by which it 
may even pleaſe God, in one way or other, 
to do us good, for he himſelf already knows 
what he will do.

Philip anſwered him, Two hundred penny
worth o f bread is not ſufficient that every one 
may  take a little.

A  penny
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A  penny in thoſe days was equal to about 
eight-pence of our money, and was the com
mon day’s  wages of a labouring man; money 
being indeed much more valuable then than 
it is now. Tw o hundred pence were there
fore equal to about ſeven of our pounds ſte r 
ling, which was a far greater ſum than Chriſt  
and all his apoſtles could have raiſed among 
them, as appears from Philip’s mode of 
ſpeaking of it. Since therefore all the mo
ney which could be got together from the 
whole party of diſciples would not be ſu f

ficient to buy ſo much bread that every one 
of the multitude might take a little. The 
caſe appeared deſperate to Philip, who does 
not ſeem at this moment to have been ſuf
ficiently aware of the wonderful power of 
Chriſt .

O ne o f his diſciples Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, faith unto him, there is a lad here 
which hath fiv e  barley loaves and two ſ mall 

fiſ hes, but what are they among ſo  many ?  And 
Je ſ us ſaid, Make the men ſ it down. Now there 

w a s much graſs in the place. So the men ſa t 
down, in number about five thouſand.

Whatſoever ſtraits we may be in, our duty 
is always to do as we are bid in the ſcrip 
tures,  and then to leave the event to A l
mighty power and wiſdom. At Chriſt’s 
command the men ſat down, though they

did
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d i d  not at all ſee how  they could be fed. 
J u ſt ſo let us be anxious only to know what 
it becomes us to do in our preſent circum
ſtan ces, caſting all our cares on Him who is 
able to provide for us.

And Jeſ us took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks he diſtributed to his  diſciples. 
What ! did he g ive  thanks a lſo  ? and for this 
little pittance ? Let it  be further remarked, 
that theſe thanks were given ſor barley loaves,  
to which were added indeed a few  of the 
ſmalleſt fiſhes, which are generally of the 
 w orſt and moſt common ſort. A h ! how 
many rich perſons are there who, in this ir
religious age, have left off this chriſtian cu ſ
tom of giving thanks, even before they f i t  
down to the moſt abundant meals! A n d  I 
muſt ſay equally to the poor, how many of 
you are there who neglect grace before your 
meat, and how many of you are there like
wiſe, who, if  the ſame barley bread was pre
ſented to you which was offered to the Savi
our of the world, inſtead of giving thanks as  
he did, would be ready rather to complain; 
not chuſing, even in a time of ſcarcity, to eat 
any bread that is not wheaten! So little do 
many both of the rich and poor deſerve that 
chriſtian name to which all nevertheleſs; lay 
claim, and ſo little do any of us pollens of 
that patient, and humble, and thankful ſpirit, 
which diſtinguiſhed Chriſt and his apoſt les.

W e
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W e read that Jeſus then proceeded to diſtri
bute the loaves to the diſ ciples, and the diſciple 
to them that were ſa t down, and likewiſe of the 
fiſ hes as much as they would; and it appears that 
as the diſciples gave out the bread, our Sa
viour, by a moſt extraordinary miracle, cauſed 
it continually to increaſe as it paſſed through 
their hands, ſo that the whole multitude was 
ſufficiently fed by it.

What an aſtoniſhing miracle was this! Here 
were five thouſand people, many of them help
leſs women and children, who ſat down hungry 
and faint, without any proſpect of getting 
nouriſhment; and who roſe up having been 
fed they knew not how, ſo as to be reſtored  
to their ſtrength and to have their hunger 
fully ſatisfied.

But what are we to learn by the miracle ? 
W hy it is recorded, as in fact it is, in all the 
four Evangeliſts ? W e may learn from it in 
firſt place the greatneſs of the power of  Chriſt. 
It is another proof added to all that went 
before, of his being indeed the Son of God. 
He wrought all manner of miracles, the blind 
received their ſig h t , the lame walked, the lepers 
were cleanſed at his command, and  even the 
winds and the ſeas obeyed Him. He caſt  out 
devils by his word, the very angels of God alſo 
are ſaid to worſhip Him . By Him indeed God

made
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made the world. No wonder then that the 
whole kingdom of nature is ſubject to H im : 
the kingdom of providence is placed in his 
hands alſo, and it is He who is made head 
of the kingdom of grace; for the government 
is on his ſhoulders: all power is given Him both 
in heaven and earth . It is in him to ſave, and 
it is in him to deſtroy.

But we may learn from this miracle in the 
next place, in what manner it is that Chriſt is 
wont to exerciſe his power. It is ſaid in an
other part of Scripture, that when Chriſt ſa w  
the multitudes who followed him he had com
paſſion on them, and that he would not ſend t hem 
home faſ t ing leſt  they ſhould faint by the way, f or 
divers of them came from f a r . What exceed
ingly great mercy do we diſcover in the cha
ract e r  of our Saviour! the more we examine 
it in every part, the more compaſſion do we 
find: He not only regarded the ſouls of men, 
but he felt (as we all ought to do) ſor their 
bodies alſo, and his tender mind therefore led 
him peculiarly to concern himſelf for that 
part of his hearers who had walked a long 
way, leſt they ſhould be weary before they 
got home, and ſhould thus ſuffer in any re
ſpect by their having gone after Chriſt. Here 
then is a hint given us, that no man need be 
afraid of any real miſchief or inconvenience 
happening to him, by his becoming a fol

lower
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lower of Chriſt* . It is not impoſſible that 
ſome of the worldly friends or connections of 
multitudes, would charge them with indiſcre
tion and folly for venturing ſo far from home 
in company with this extraordinary perſon, 
and might even laugh at them and ſay, that 
they minded Chriſt more than their neceſſary

food.

* The reader is deſired to be careful of not 
miſunderſtanding this part of the ſtory. In this 
inſtance a great prophet, who was alſo the long- 
expected Saviour, had appeared in the world, 
and he went about working miracles as well as 
inſtructing the people : it therefore became the 
duty of men for a time, even to quit their work, 
that they might do honour to this Divine Teacher 
as well as view his miracles and receive the truth 
from his lips : conſequently this multitude being 
in the way of duty, were ſo far from being al
lowed to ſtarve while “ following Chriſt , "  that a 
miracle was wrought in their behalf. No miracles 
however will now be wrought for thoſe, who 
merely on ſome religious pretence break off their 
proper and neceſſary work , thus expoſing both 
themſelves and their families to ſuffer want. And 
yet let us take care that this caution be rightly 
and fairly underſtood alſo. W e  are blaming 
thoſe who under the mere pretext of attendance 
on religious worſhip, indulge either their curioſi t y   t o  
h e ar ſome favourite preacher, or elſe their 
ſloth, and not thoſe who being induſtrious in 
their ordinary matters and having ſufficient time

for
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food. The event however proved, that all 
ſuch worldly ſcoffers and reaſoners were miſ
taken, for Chriſt took it upon himſelf t o 
provide for the whole multitude that came 
after him.

A  caſe not unlike this often happens now. 
When a man begins to be very conſcientious, 

ſt r i ct, and truly religious, reſolving hence
forth to follow Chriſt,  his worldly friends are 
apt to think him raſh and imprudent in not 
keeping ſo cloſely to his worldly intereſt as 
he did before: they ſee him begin to ſacrifice 
or hazard many a thing for Chriſt’s  ſake, ju ſt 
as this croud hazarded their dinner, and theſe 
unbelieving people therefore are ready to re
buke the religious man and ſay, “  W hy will 
you venture ſo much for religion ? W hy don’t 
you mind the main chance ? W hy are you 
ſuch a fool as to ſcruple taking a little un
j u ſt  gain ? and why will you make yourſelf

for it, are more frequent than their worldly 
neighbours in every religious exerciſe. The true 
ſtate of the caſe now ſeems to be this : worſhip 
is a neceſſary part of religion, attendance to the 
duties of our ſtation is another neceſſary part. 
To attend to both of theſe in their ſeveral ſeaſons 
and according to our opportunity, and to exer
ciſe a Chriſtian principle in both, is what is 
here intended by the term "  following Chriſt."

ſo



ſo unpopular and diſagreeable by your ſingu
larity and ſtrictneſs ?—  or why will you riſk 
the diſpleaſure of ſome worldly friend or pro
tector, who might he of uſe to you or your 
family if you would follow him inſtead of 
following Chriſt and your religion. You 
will ruin yourſelf at this rate; you will not 
have bread to eat; you will certainly be 
ſtarved ."  But the religious man may anſwer 
as this multitude might have anſwered, “  I 
am determined to leave all ſor Chriſt, and I 
know that he is both able and willing to pro
vide for me : I will follow wherever religion 
leads, though it ſhould chance to lead me ever 
ſo far from my paſt connections, or habits, 
and manner of life, for I will truſt in God 
who will not ſuffer me to ſink while I am en
gaged in his ſervice.”  In truth the loſſes and 
inconveniences which threaten a man on his 
becoming religious, are in general apparent 
only and not real: they are often a mere 
phantom which vaniſhes when he makes the 
experiment of being really religious ? or ra
ther they are a temptation by which it pleaſes 
God to try his ſincerity, for it is a maxim in 
the ſchool of Chriſt that “  he that ſaveth 
his life ſhall loſe it, and he that loſeth his life 
(that is he who is willing to give up all 
that is dear to him) ſhall ſave it,”  “  he ſhall  
have manifold more in the preſent world, 
and in the world to come life everlaſting ;" 
he ſhall be as ſecure, in ſhort, while he is fol

 lowing
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lowing C hriſt  as this multitude was, however 
their unbelieving friends might tremble for 
them.

You then, who in this time of ſcarcity are  
poor and diſtreſ ſed, and are trembling for your 
daily bread, learn, if you are the faithful fol
lowers of J e ſus, to put your whole truſt and 
confidence in him. Cannot he who choſe to 
work a miracle for this multitude, rather than 
let the feebleſt of them faint in their bodies, 
on account of their having left home for his 
ſake, provide bread for his followers in this 
age alſo ? This is one of the great leſſons 

t aught us by this ſtory. W e all profeſs to 
truſt  Chriſt with our ſouls. This ſtory is to 
teach us to truſt him with our bodies alſo,  
and to put away that anxious care which poor  
people eſpecially are apt to feel concerning 
the morrow. I f  thou art ſerving God in the  
way of a diligent and honeſt calling, and haſt 
an everlaſting hope in Chriſt, fear not as to  
thy worldly matters. A  truly religious man 
indeed, who has his heart in heaven, will not 
be anxious, as the men of this world are, to 
have any great portion in this life: like the 
apoſtle Paul, “  having food and raiment 
therewith he will be content.”  People ſuf
fer in general from their vanity or falſe 
ſhame, or at the worſt from their dread of 
future want, much more than from their ac
tual want: he whoſe thoughts are raiſed above

earthly
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earthly things, and who puts his cheerful 
truſt  in God has therefore a wonderful advan
tage over irreligious men when there comes 
a ſeaſon of diſtreſs. I f  times are hard he 
ſtrives it is true to be more diligent in his 
calling, but having thus done his duty, he 
truſts to him who provideth the young ravens 
with food, and clothes the lilies of the field, 
and whoſe providence orders all things for 
him, and in this ſenſe therefore “  he takes 
no thought for the morrow, leaving the mor
row to take thought for the things of itſelf, 
for ſufficient unto the day is the evil there
of.”

But having ſpoken thus ſtrongly of the 
duty of truſting God in our temporal matters, 
which cannot be carried too far while we  
neglect no part of that diligence which be
longs to us, let me now remark a further cir
cumſtance which is mentioned towards the 
end of this ſtory. We read that when the 
multitude were filled, Chriſt ſ aid to his diſciples, 
Gather up the fragments that remain that no
thing be loſ t .”

What a ſtriking leſſon of œconomy does 
our Saviour give us by this precept. “  G a
ther up, ſaid he, the fragments that remain,”  
that is, the crumbs and broken pieces which 
the multitude have left.

N ow
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Now if Chriſt had ſaid this to ſome of us,
I  fear we ſhould have been in danger of re
plying to him ſome ſuch manner as the fol
lowing. “  But why need we trouble our
ſelves about theſe few crumbs ? W hy ſhould 
we mind ſuch trifles ?* Religion does not 
conſiſt in deſcending to ſuch matters as 
theſe : and what a mean thing will it ſeem,  
to go about gathering the ſcraps which are 
ſcattered all over the mountain, for as to the 
fiſh there can be very little of that le ft ; there 
can only be a little barley bread remaining 
which we may as well leave ſor the next poor 
perſon that paſſes, or for the fowls of the air  
to feaſt upon. And moreover, it i s  unneceſ
ſary to go after it now for the people have 
done their dinner, they are not calling for any

* W e  hope it may not be improper here to 
cenſure the cuſtom of giving away good meat to 
favourite cats and dogs, or good bread to poultry, 
which is a ſort of waſte always wrong and un
ſeemly, but peculiarly ſo at the preſent period : 
th is  is often done for the ſake of the momentary 
pleaſure which the maſter feels in ſeeing the 
animal eat, rather than ſor the good of the ani
mal, which like the fowls of the air ſpoken of 
above might thrive equally upon inferior food. 
Cuſtoms of this ſort however tr ifling they may 
ſeem, imply a principle of waſte, and afford per
haps an example of profuſion to ſervants, which 
is not inconſider able in its effects.

more
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more bread, ſo r  all are filled. Thus in ſhort 
ſome of us would have objected that it was 
too troubleſome to gather up the crumbs; 
ſome that it was too mean, and others, no 
doubt, that ſince there was no common beg
gars juſt then at hand, there would be no 
body to eat them when they were gathered.

Our Saviour however judged otherwiſe, 
and I think it can hardly be doubted that 
both he and his apoſtles lived for many days 
after, on the twelve baſkets of the fragments 
of the five barley loaves which are ſa id  to have 
remained over and above to them that had eaten. 
That ſo much as twelve baſkets ſhould be 
filled with them, was undoubtedly a part of 
the ſame miracle which has been already 
ſpoken o f : methinks however, it may be 
here obſerved, that if after ſome of our mo
dern feaſts ,  all the fragments that remain  
were to be gathered up and ſet before us, the 
quantity in like manner would exceed all 
imagination, in ſo much that it might ſeem 
perhaps like another miracle.

 
B u t  if all idle and luxurious waſte is forbid 

thus generally by our Saviour, how much 
more criminal muſt it be in the preſent ſea
ſon. Let us all then conſider well this leſſon, 
and let all ranks among us, rich and poor, 
matters and ſervants, vie with each other in 
trying to relieve the preſent ſcarcity, each

of
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o f us alſo condeſcending to gather up the 
fragments that remain that nothing be loſt ;  a 
bad ſeaſon may thus be made a laſting benefit 

 to us, by putting us upon new habits of tem
perance and œconomy, and this v i ſitation, o f  
which we have been ſo much afraid, may be 
turned into a bleſſing to the whole land.

Then thoſe men, when they had ſeen the mi
racle that J eſus did, ſa id , This is of a truth 
that Prophet that ſhould come into the world.

T h e  miracle ſtruck the whole multitude, 
and as they were all at that time expecting the 
appearance of a great prophet, they con
cl uded that this muſt be the perſon. Happy 
would it be if we, whenever Providence 
either afflicts or delivers us, would in like 
manner acknowledge the Divine hand, and 
would ſay, under all his various dealings to
wards us, as we have equal reaſon to do, 

"  this is of a truth the diſpenſation of that 
God who ruleth over the world.”

Though we have now gone through the 
ſtory, I cannot take leave of my readers 
without addreſſing a few farther obſervations 
to each of three ſeveral claſſes of people. I 
mean to the rich, to thoſe in moderate cir
cumſtances, and to the very poor.

T o
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To the firſt let me ſay ſomething ſtill more 
ſtrongly than I have yet done in praiſe of 
moderation. Behold then the Son of Man, 
the Saviour of the world, making a royal 
feaſt. Five thouſand perſons are his gueſts; 
but the turf is his table, himſelf and his diſ
ciples are the waiting ſervants ; the drink no 
doubt is water from the neareſt ſpring, and 
the food is barley bread, and a few ſmall 
fiſhes ; and when the dinner is over, the diſ
c iples are commanded, by the Governor of 
the feaſt, to “  gather up the fragments which 
remain that nothing be loſt.”  Y e  great and 
gay who roll in affluence, and who think to 
exalt yourſelves by your pomp, and luxury, 
and profuſion, come then and contemplate 
this ſtory. How does it put to ſhame your 
ſhining cupboards and ſplendid feaſts ! How 
forcibly does this example preach to you the 
dignity of moderation! I mean not indeed to 
cenſure that hoſpitality which is only ſuited 
to men’s rank, or to blame any other ex
pence, that is requiſite to perſons in higher 
circumſtances, though I will make this re
mark, that moſt people are apt to over-rate 
their own rank, and that true chriſtian ſim
plicity conſiſts not in falling ſhort merely of 
thoſe few perſons who are notorious, and 
perhaps even ridiculous for their pomp and 
extravagance, but that it conſiſts in conde-

ſcending



ſcending even to keep a little below the com
mon level of people in our own condition.

But chriſtianity requires further, that every 
one ſhould be œconomical on principle. 
Many of the great are willing, in this ſeaſon 
o f danger and ſcarcity, to make no ſmall 
retrenchment in the articles of their table, 
but they are doing it perhaps as am occaſional 
and partial thing. Now the very cuſtom of 
the times may plead for this temporary kind 
o f œconomy, and ſome of the moſt oſten
tatious and profuſe men in the land, may, 
poſſibly, for a week or two, by way either 
o f policy, or variety, or ſaſhion, or whim, 
become as careful in gathering up the frag
ments of bread at their tables, as the very 
diſciples of Chriſt. But if they would be 
chriſtians, let them imitate the whole cha
racter of Chriſt. W e read in Holy W rit, 
that there was a time (the period ſeems in
deed to have been a very ſhort one) when it 
was the ſaſhion for great crowds of people, 
o f all ranks and degrees, to go after John 
the Baptiſt, in the wilderneſs, f or all the 
land of Judea, and they o f  Jeruſalem, and all 
the people of J ordan, went forth to be baptized, 
confeſ ſ ing their ſin s . Even the rulers and chief 
prieſts were ſeen in company with the multi
tude attending on the poor prophet; and all 
the phariſees, with their long robes, were 
gathered around the man whoſe raiment was

camel's
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camel 's hair, and who had a leathern girdle 
about his loins, and whoſe meat was locuſts and 
w ild honey, for repentance was the ſaſhion at 
that ſeaſon, juſt as faſting is all the rage at 
preſent. But when John ſ aw the P hariſees 
and Sadducees coming to be baptized of him, he
only rebuked them ſo much the more ſharply. 
Ju ſt  ſo, methinks, would he rebuke ſome of 
theſe inconſiſtent perſons of the preſent day (for 
ſome ſuch I fear there may be) who, while in 
affected tenderneſs to the poor, they are 
ſaving a few bits of bread with the one hand, 
are throwing away hundreds of pounds with 
the other, on their vices, diſſipation , and 
luxury. Who hath warned you to flee from  
the wrath to come? What pretence can you 
make either to ſelf-denial,  or benevolence, 
or religion? Bring forth, therefore, fruits  
meet for repentance. A ct  then in all reſpects 
conſiſtently with this ſelf-denying character 
y ou have aſſumed. Renounce your pride, 
give no food to your vanity, and diſmiſs 
your luxuries altogether. Provide yourſelves 
with a regular fund for your future charity, 
b y  the reduction in your whole eſtabliſh 
ment, which you may now make. Confeſs 
alſo your ſins. Let prayer be added to 
to your faſting. Repent, in ſhort, of the 
whole of your paſt life; and betake your
sel ves to the mercies of your Saviour.

But
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But let us direct our rebuke in the next 
place to ſome individuals in a lower claſs of 
ſociety. Many there are of the middling 
rank  of people, who, having ſet out in life 
too expenſively, are now ſo burthened, 
through the late increaſe in the charges of 
living, that there are almoſt as great object s  
of pity among this claſs as among the loweſt. 
Theſe men have laid the foundation of their 
preſent difficulties and temptations (for dif
ficulties like theirs are ſure to be attended 
with temptations) by ſetting out on a falſe 
principle, I mean particularly the principle 
of rivalling and imitating others. To do as 
others do, and to ſpend what others ſpend is 
the wretched rule by which they have pro
ceeded, a rule which it is one of the firſt 
principles of a chriſtian to renounce. Be not 
conformed to this world.—  Love not the world,  
nor the things of the world.—  I f  any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſ elf , and take 
up his cr oſ s and follow me.—  Theſe are pre
cepts which ſuch perſons, perhaps, may now 
ſee to be not only harſh, as they may once 
have thought, but friendly even to their 
worldly intereſts, and altogether kind and 
charitable. Ah ! let them now quit that ex
ample of the men of the world, which has 
entangled them, and let them learn both 
worldly and heavenly wiſdom, by copying 
after the pattern of Chriſt. Then alſo they 
may hope, through the new fund which their

moderation
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moderation will ſupply, to imitate the bene
ficence of their Saviour, by becoming his in
ſtruments in multiplying bread to the hun
gry, inſtead of ſ hrinking, as all ſuch perſons 
are now ſeen to do, at the very name of a 
ſubſcription for the poor.

But there are others of nearly the ſame rank, 
who, though rather more ſucceſsful in the 
world, are almoſt as little diſpoſed to any acts
of charity, for as yet they wait ’till they have 
got together for themſelves in the firſt place 
an ample and ſolid fund. By-and-by they 
hope to be rich, and then their charity will 
begin. To ſuch I wiſh to remark, that if  
you ſay you muſt be rich before you begin 
to be charitable, you never will begin. Let 
ſuch be reminded of the ſtory we have been 
relating, and take a leſſon from it. What if  
the twelve diſciples had ſaid, that before 
they could part with any portion of the five 
barley loaves which Chriſt put into their 
hands, they muſt claim a right to feed them
ſelves up to the full ? Would they not have 
ſhewn a ſad want of faith in Chriſt ? Would 
they not have been very unfaithful ſtewards 
o f the bread intruſted to them ? And thou 
art an unfaithful ſteward of God’s manifold 
gifts, i f  thou dealeſt not thy bread to the 
hungry, and if, eſpecially in a time of need 
like t his, thou delayeſt, under any pretext, 

to ſhew mercy to the poor. Thou art as
much
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much a ſteward as ever theſe apoſtles were. 
W e are all ſtewards: all we have of every 
kind, is committed to us as ſuch : the apoſtles, 
no doubt, took to themſelves a part o f  the 
food committed to them; but what was not 
needful to them they readily diſperſed; and 
the bread increaſed in their hands, through 
the Divine Bleſſing upon it. God, in like 
manner, permits thee to apply to thine own 
uſe ſuch part of the good things which Pro
vidence has ſent, as may be truly needful 
for thee, and in diſpenſing a part to others, 
he ſhall continually increaſe thy ſtore. It is 
true miracles have ceaſed, but it may be here 
remarked, that the very manner in which our 
Saviour’s miracles were wrought was often 
ſuch as ſerves to inſtruct us, in reſpect to 
G od ’s more ordinary diſpenſations in the 
world; thus to inſtance in the preſent caſe, 
our Saviour made uſe of the apoſtles as his 
inſtruments in feeding the multitude; and 
it was in paſſing through their hands that the 
bread increaſed in a manner unperceived. 
Ju ſt  thus God uſes man in theſe days, as his
i nſtrument in ſupplying the wants of his fel
low-creatures, and juſt thus alſo it often 
pleaſes him to enlarge more and more the 
liberal man's income, as it is paſſing in acts 
of charity out of his hands: for how eaſy is 
it for the Almighty to do this without any 
appearance of miracle, merely by the ordi
nary courſe of  his providence, and to diſ

appoint



appoint, in like manner, the covetous perſon 
of his gain, as a juſt judgement upon him. 
God can ſend loſſes in trade, a heavy debt, 
or a ſecret and unaccountable blaſt on a man’s 
charact e r , or he can viſit the covetous, yet  
ſucceſsful ſhopkeeper, with ſome lingering 
ſickneſs, which he ſhall cauſe to run through  the family, and devour more than all the pro
fits of the ſhop. Let the trader who believes 
in Providence, take advantage therefore of 
theſe hints, and let him recollect alſo that 
there is a ſaying of the wiſe  man, which is 
ſtill on record for our admonition, “  There 
is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth, and there 
is that with-holdeth more than is meet, and 
yet it tendeth to poverty.”

But now, laſtly, I addreſs myſelf to the 
poor, and to you what can I ſay more en
couraging or comforting than that our Lord 
himſelf was poor, and that though poor he 
was patient and content. The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have neſts, but 
the Son o f  Man had not where to lay his  
head. W e call to you, therefore, as well as 
to the rich, to come and contemplate this 
ſtory. Behold your Savior with uplifted 
hands, and with thankful and peaceful looks, 
giving praiſe to God for this meal of water 
and barley bread, and when it is over, com
manding his diſciples to gather up the frag
ments that remain that nothing be loſt. Can

you
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you ſit down to a piece of barley bread with 
equal cheerfulneſs, and you with equal gra
titude give thanks ? You think, perhaps, that 
your lot is hard, and that you are worthy of 
a better fare ; but was not your Saviour alſo 
worthy ? Surely he, of whom John the Bap
tiſt ſaid, “  the latchet of his ſhoes I am not 
worthy to unlooſe,”  had a better title than 
any which you can plead to a good ſhare in 
the things of this life.

But you are hurt poſſibly through your 
having heard or ſeen much of the luxury of 
the rich around you, and you have thus 
learnt to condemn them altogether as a body 
of moſt unchriſtian and wicked people. Now 
it is remarkable that when our Saviour was on 
earth, he many times entered into the houſes 
of the rich, where he muſt have witneſſed 
their ſuperior enjoyments. Yet we find no 
inſtance of his carping at what he ſaw, or of 
his ſingling them out as the only wicked rank 
and order of people. I fear there are ſome 
poor men who think that reproofs to the 
rich are very much wanted, and who per
haps in reading the preſent tract ,  may have 
received peculiar pleaſure, from thoſe paſ
ſages which bear the hardeſt on ſome of their 
ſuperiors, and who nevertheleſs, though they 
affect to like plain dealing, will perhaps be 
more offended than even the rich themſelves,
if  any remarks however juſt and true ſhould

n ow
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now be made to their prejudice. But as we 
have not ſcrupled to ſpeak freely to the rich, 
ſo neither ſhall we fear to deal plainly with 
you. You then are a poor man as I will ſup
poſe, that is fretful and diſcontented with 
your lot, you are always talking againſt  the 
rich and great, your whole thought is engag
ed not about your own faults but about their 
pomp, and luxury, and ſin .  But let me aſk 
then, are there no ſinners amongſt the poor? 
W hen God ſends his viſitations on the land, 
do you think it is for the ſins of our governors 
and our rich men only , or for the common  
iniquities of us all ? As this is an important, 
and in ſome degree a diſputed queſtion, let 
me carry the reader to the book of unerring 
truth for a little ſound knowledge on this 
general ſubject .  W e find in the ſacred 
Scriptures that in the time of Chriſt, there 
were men of all ranks and conditions living 
in the world much as there are now : mention 
is occaſionally made of ki ngs, and governors,  
and chief p rieſts ,  of poſſe ſſors o f  lands and 
houſes, o f  ſ ellers of ſ ilver and of purple, of 
chief captains alſo and centurions, as well as 
of ſo ld iers , and ſa ilo rs , and fiſhermen, and 
multitudes of common people. Now it may a 
l i t t le help our judgment in the preſent queſ
tion, to enquire who were the wicked people of 

thoſe days. Does our Bible tell us that the 
poorer claſs was pure and virtuous, and al
ways in the right, and only a few rich men

wicked
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wicked and in the wrong ? W e read indeed 
of a Herod arrayed in royal robes, who on ac
c ount of his pride was eaten o f worms and 
gave up the ghoſ t , but we are informed alſo 
that a great body of the people were ſharers 
in his ſin, having even excited him to i t ; for 
Herod’s chief guilt conſiſted in not rejecting 
the glory given him by the multitude, when 
they impiouſly cried out that his voice was 
the voice of a God, and not the voice of a man. 
Again we read of Demetrius a great ſ ilver

ſ mith, who becauſe he made ſhrines for Diana, 
moſt wickedly ſtopt the mouth of Paul be
cauſe he preached the true God ; but it hap
pened in this caſe alſo, that all the common 
workmen who got their bread by the ſame 
craft, partook largely in the guilt, and many 
people who gathered round them alſo, for 
(behold here an inſtance of the violence and 
fo lly  of a mob) “  that all with one v oice, 
about the ſpace o f two hours cried out, Great 
is Diana of the Epheſ i a n s ." W e will men
tion only one other proof, how dreadfully 
both rich and poor have ſhewn themſelves 
liable to commit the ſame crimes ; I allude 
here to no leſs a crime than the crucifixion 
of our Saviour. The Phariſees I grant were 
ſome of the foremoſt in oppoſing Chriſt ; the 
chief prieſts were they who took counſ el how 
they might put him to death;  a falſe apoſt le 
betrayed him; Pontius Pilate, a time ſerving 
judge, delivered him up : but let it be remem-
b ered



bered  at the ſame time that it was the multi
tude that cried Crucify him, Crucify him.

Theſe obſervations are by no means made 
with the view of loading the inferior ranks 
of  people with peculiar blame, or of favour
ing the general character of the higher, but 

m erely for the ſake of contradicting that falſe  
sentiment, which ignorant or deſigning men 
who chooſe to flatter the poor have often put 
abroad, namely, that the poor are always the 
virtuous, and the rich the wicked part of a 
community ; a ſentiment which all hiſtory, 
ſacred as well as prophane, flatly contradicts, 
and which our own obſervation of the pre
ſent times, if we are not ſtrangely blinded by 
prejudice, muſt contr adict alſo : the truth is 
(and it is the love of truth which makes us 
ſpeak it) we are all naturally very corrupt 
and prone to yield to our ſeveral temptations : 
the rich are more particularly in danger of 
being proud and luxurious, and regardl eſs of 
the happineſs of their inferiors,  while the 
poor are in equal danger of not properly re
specting thoſe whom God has placed above 
them, and of becoming tumultuous and un
ſ eaſonable, as well as irreligious and immoral, 
and raſh, impatient, and complaining. In  
the ſight of our common father we are all of  
us methinks like ſo many criminals, who 
differ more in the kind than we do in the de
gree of our guilt, and inſtead therefore of

quarrelling
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quarrelling with each other about the proper 
diviſion of the ſin that is due to the ſeveral 
claſſes of ſociety, it would be better for us all  
to humble ourſelves in this day of our viſita
tion, and to confeſs with one voice that we 
are unworthy even of the moſt  common fa
vours of God’s providence, and as holy 
Jacob obſerved that we are leſ s than the leaſt 
of  all his mercies. But as I am ſpeaking now 
to the poor let me more particularly obſerve, 
that if every poor man inſtead of venturing 
beyond his depth, ( fo r  I wiſh to meaſure my 
words) into the vaſt hiſtory of kingdoms and 
empires, and of the great affairs of ſtate, 
would retire home and look a little into the 
more plain and ſimple hiſtory of his own paſt 
life, and if he would try to trace the evils  
which have befallen him up to their proper 
ſource, with as much care as ſome men be
ſtow  on tracing the evils which have come 
upon the kingdom, he would perhaps find 
that more of the hardſhips he now ſuffers are  
owing to his own fault than he would ima
gine without ſuch examination. Either want 
o f induſtry when he was young, or want of 

œ conomy when he was a little older, and 
might eaſily have laid up; m o n e y — want of 
temperance, chaſtity, and ſobriety, or want of 
character for, ſtrict truth and exact integrity ; 
want of prudence in ſome of the important 
ſteps of his life, and above all want of reli
gion, which is the root indeed of the other

ſins
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ſins I have named, whereby alſo the bleſſing 
of God has been withdrawn  from him ;— 
theſe are the cauſes which bring a poor man 
into ſtraits, and which lead to rags and all 
manner of wretchedneſs, which make it dif
ficult alſo to recover ; ſo that it ſeems both 
eaſier and pleaſanter to plunder a mill or 
even to pull down a kingdom, than to riſe 
by the ſlo w  means of patient  induſtry, truſt 
ing in G od, and exerciſ ing the grace of re
pentance. Here therefore let me warn the 
more induſtrious poor to beware of join
ing themſelves with ſuch characters, beware 
even of the firſt tendency of ſuch a ſpirit, 
beware of lending the ſmalleſt countenance  
to their proceedings. Paul, who became af
terwards a fierce proſecutor of the chriſtians, 
began by merely keeping the raiment o f thoſe 
who caſt the ſ tones at Stephen.—  You who 
aid and comfort men of riotous diſpoſitions, 
or who do but ſeem to comfort them by ſtand
in g  among them, may by mixing in  ſuch 
company both promote their ends and learn 
their ſpirit, and though your crime be not 
equal  to that of Paul, yet remember that the 
power of gov e r n ment is a power ordained of 
God, and that he that reſi ſteth the power re

ſ i ſ t eth the ordinance o f God, and they that re
ſ iſ t  shall receive to themſelves condemnation.

But now finally, let me adviſe you as the 
be ſt way of ſoftening the evils of poverty,

not



not to be too anxious about any of the things
of this life.— What trembling and complain
ing have lately ſeen, what calling of 
ve ſtries, and advertiſing, and buſtling and 
ſubſcribing ,  becauſe one of the articles of  
our food has become dearer for a few months 
than it is in common, and how many a poor 
man is there who has gone into a ve ſtry per
haps to receive his loaf of bread at a reduced 
price, whom nothing could induce to enter 
into the church for many a month together. 
W e read towards the end of this chapter, 
from which our ſtory has been taken, that 
Jeſus ſeeing many of the ſame perſons to 
 whom he had diſtributed the bread, again 
crowding after him.  He ſa id  unto them, Verily, 
verily I  ſay unto you, Y e ſeek me, not becauſe 
ye ſ aw the miracles, but becauſe ye did eat o f  
the loaves and were filled . Ju ſ t thus in theſe 
days, many a poor man comes after the loaves 
in the v eſtry who cares little for the religi
ous inſtruction which is offered him in the 
church.

Labour not (added our Saviour) fo r  the 
meat that periſheth, but ſo r  the meat that en
dureth unto everlaſting life, which the Son o f  
man ſ hall give unto you.—  I  am the bread of 
life, he that cometh unto  me ſ ha ll never hunger, 
and he that believeth on me ſhall never thirſt.

Where
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W here is now that generation of men 
who received their bodily food thus miracu

l ouſly from the benevolent hand of Chriſt ?  
 W here a re  the  ſick w hom he healed, the 
lepers whom he cleanſ ed , and the blind  
whom he reſtored to ſight ? A las  ! Death has 
long ſince cloſed the eyes, and again ſtopped 
the ears which his miraculous power had o 
pened ; and the grave has recovered it’s do
minion over the dead, whom he, for a time, 
raiſed up : but though the bodies of theſe men 
have been mingled with the duſt, their ſouls 
live for ever ; the benefit which they received 
in this world is over, but the other part of the 
bleſſing which our Sav iour offered, follows 
them into eternity.—  So is it in our caſe, as to 
all the various events of life : our earthly 
pleaſures and our pains, and cares and anxie
ties, and joys and ſorrows, our days of ſcar
city alſo, and of plenty, will ſoon be over, 
and be as if they had never been ; but the ſpi
ritual good which is drawn from them will go 
with us into the world which is to come. 
Then they who have been moſt  afflicted in 
this life, provided they have duly profited by 
their affliction, and have trodden in the ſteps 
of Chriſt ,  inſtead o f being buffeted in this evil 
world, ſhall meet the eye of their approving 
God, for there the wicked ſh a ll ceaſe from  
troubling, and the weary ſh a ll be at reſt;  there 
they ſh a ll hunger no more, neither thirſ t  any

more,
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more, n eith er ſh a ll the ſun light on them, 
nor any heat ;  they ſh a ll be led by the living 

fountains o f waters, and God ſh a ll wipe away 
all tears from  their eyes.
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