
18tn September 1933. 

Dr.. .ax Br ed e1 ~ ., 
,J ohns Hopkl s Ho.. i tal, 
Bal t1more, .. d. 

Dear Dr. Broedel, 

McGi.!.1 'Uni ;:r~~~~~bUi12~ng u.new ~eur 10sicc:l Institute fo'" 
tor1a nos-i tal ~ b~t o''1ne i~yt~ ~~1 ~ttachCd to the ROYal V1;-
which you had d Cli'"' Co> ~ c ... ,. I naw !' boo1::-plate 
hibi ti n in Tor~;t~n\:'~n~Ol: Dr. J:.)al·~8r an~ oth(1rS at n ex-
y_ u to m"'ke shield for ;h:rn 1~ ,,/ =ond:~rln f if '10 could get 
I sh uld expect this to be on ~n;~~~l 4~ur01ogiCal Institute . 
an if you are - '111.1g to und ~o. t~' 0 ie~s nnl b~!"is, of courc'c . 

o d enougi t) let' er ',:;.e t pcrh ps y u ''1il':'' be ' 
come to. If 'e c nrn€ now a ,pr Xl atcly what the fee .. ul~ 

secure " sui t bl h . . 
it as a bo k platu for the F l~ ~,~ i eld:w ill use 
use it on the Ins"ltute +- ... ti J.;ow. ibr. ry rnd pos;:ibly 

v _~a onery. 
But I h~ve another and more inL-nediate pur p e in 

securing a shield and that is to use it in +-the ext rior deco­
r tion of the Institute . The style 1..: srfl-n1sh baron1 1 '¥hich 
allo • the in crtlon of a good m: ny otid . b1 t~ of carving of onc 
sort and Qno her. The entrance and '!inc"!ow abovo the en trance 
have been he d up 'nd I do not think the architect's schemo 
for it, ~s sho n on the enclosed blue print, i~ particul'rly 
attract1 e. vel' the door you will th t they have put in 
thH b'se of ' broin '1hich is taken ,from dral1ng by Chl'iftopher 
"iren. T'l:-:. 1-tield above conte.,ins E-n old trophine but it is too 
mochunic. 1 ; J~>t :.in~ hich ~ i""nif1(!) C. '!"\ ,"[ or so ethinc 0 that 
sort for H" t , w1ll be substituted, I think. 



~etter ,to Dr. Broedel continued. 

Elsewhere in the exterior detail some very old 
cranial ins trumen ts have be,m l'/orked into the design very 
effecti vely.1 am enclosing l)hotogr. phs of some of the in­
strument!:> which I gave to the ""rch1tects for pos~ible u~e. 

· On one corner of the building Is El stone slap with 
the words 'Dedicated to ~hG)relief of sicknes and pain and to 
the study of neurology." On either side of this legend 1~ a 
human brain cnd f ,)1n,,1 cord and bet'icen the two brains at the 
top h rising sun is '/Iorked Intotho form of a chield . I en­
close a rough s}{etch of the ide~~ whi ch I turned over to the 
architects and they feel they CDn u~e it. 

The shield of MeGill will appear on one side of "'­
bridge ,vhich connects th.:= lnsti tute ~d th thf: lios'Ii tal and th 
shield of the Royal Victoria Hos""1 talon the oth-::.r si(:e. I 
gi ve you this inform tion '~bout the symbolism which \ e hllVC tried 
to use thinrdng that it may guide you in devising a shield. 

If it is suitu.ble I vould suggest to the rchitects 
that ne do not put the word Q UMontre&l Neurologic~l Institute" in 
large letters over the door as ,.'lCJn.Yled, but that '/.. put a. "'hield 
over the door around which the ';ords "Mon treal Neurological Insti­
tute" should run some~hut as in the sketch which I cm sending you. 
Such a thing would hc:vc to be chiselled in stone snd c uld not, I 
suppose, be very complicated. I enclose [3 copy of the :lcGl11 
shield and you dll see on the stationery dhich I a!':1 using also 
th81r shield. It mc,-y be that if you "'ork simply from the point 
of view of devi:::1ng (" shield or booj(-pl te wc eaul0. modify it suf­
fiCiently to usc it in the ext-:rnal architecture. 



- :5-
Letter to Dr. Broedel continued: 

The shield sh:mld indicate tnat the ?leurologict:.Ll 
Institute is part of 'cGill. I r&ther like the idea of 
sho~ing the bruin and the rising ~un, but possibly you ~111 
not consider this artistic . At all ev~nts the shield should 
express the fvct th; .. t in this lnsti tute neurology and neuro­
surgery' are one br nch of medicine; psychiatry 1s not 1n­
clud<::;d in thr:> Hct1 i ties of thE' Institute. 

Rather than use the :leG11l Latin inseri ption TGrences­
cunt auct L bore" we could either leeve out all legenc1c: or, if 
one if) to be included, I ~hould prefer 0 Co iso cnother brief 
legend that ight rei' ~r to the bra1 or something of tlu.t sort . 

On entering the front door of the Institute one will 
CO:'!le into t\. wa1 tlng ''':)(nn 1.haut -;il1ich th' re ~'dl1: be D frieze oon­
t;.ining the he~ds of prominent neurologists, and nt th~ end of 
the room a co ';)y of the stc:'tue ;':hich i L ' nO"1 in tll.::: Ec le de ·Iedi ­
cine in 1:'aris by Bar ias which you :nay knO/. It bears the legend 
belo', 1 t "Lr, nature se devoillant C8vant le science. tT 

I gj.ve you this fragment[..ry inform" tion in the hope of 
enlisting your interest in devising a shield for us . The Drchi­
tact tells me th t if wc Bre to use it in the external decoration 
,10 '1111 have to have 1t without 'Ua7'uch delay . , 30st of the stone­
·"ork is aIr aey fini "'hed on th~ building although the " rea sho 1n 
the blue print has been held bc:..ck. 

WGP/HL 
enc1s. 

With best regar1s, 
Sincerely your~ , 


