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S:EOOND IN'rEnIM REPORT OF NO. 1 NE.'UROLOGICAL HOSPITAL, ~CAE~,...L....J-~_0[> 

Since the first interim report of No. 1 Neurological Hospit&l 
was made, several letters have been received from the Officer 
personnei by l1lGlnbers of the Staff of the Montreal Neurological 
Institute .. The information in these letters forms the matorial 
from which this report is made, and it is suggosted that those who 
rocoi ve letters from mcmbc;rs of the Uni t conununj.ca to any appropri-, 
ate contents to Dr. Norman PotGrson or Dr. Wilder Penfiold at the 
IvIontreal Neurological Insti tu to. 

Until recently, the Unit has been stationed at Thurslcy, near 
Bramshot, where it was under canvas. 

A letter from Col. C~E. Cross, Officer corrunnnding, forms the 
chief item of this report nnd is quoted below in full. 

f'From somewhere in Trnnsocennia comos the June dossier to 
bene-volents and bone-facients at homo. 

"Beginning the month, on sunday, June 2nd, the No. 1 Nouro-
10gic<:'11 Hospi tal unit held a full pnro.dc to divine servlcos. The 
minori ty, Roman ontholic s, mnrchcd to st. Theres[', Church c .. nd ti1e 
remainder to All snintts Church. At both services military 
chnplc ins officiated. 

flFrom this dc.te until depr.rture whi ch wns slct ted for the 
evening of the seventh, nrr nngeIDents ro documentation, restitution 
of Barrack stores, fino. l outfitting of personnel, etc., occupied 
the various brcmches of pf:'.y, Quo.rtermas ter, c~nd Orderly Room. 
Severe'.l men demc-.nded tro.nsfers Cl t the l as t moment due to illness 
in the home ['.nd new recrui ts 1ilOre dr::.fted in to replr~ce Si.une. The 
unit left ottawc. i;Tith every r o.nk filled eVGn to fl 3rd Oh['.pl"in , 
0. United Church padre. 

"Depnrtmentnl dolc~ys in promotion of officers to qU :llified 
rf'.nks, regrettn.bly subjected C'lptnins H~'.nson , Humphreys, McCormick, 
Richnrdson, nnd Stew~rt to lenve with their Cnptain's rank uncon
firmed in Routine Ordvrs, n l though ".bou t 2 months overdue. They 
ero , however, wenring the insignir- of their rank YJi th impunity. 

"A dre'"'.dful circumst'lncc boc C"lme rcveclled on th e eve of our 
depr>rturo 1';he11 it vms found th''. t of our equipment long orderod, 
sanctioned by the D.G.E.S. ' nd Treclsury bo ~.rd, the most importcmt 
i terns of opern ti ve f'.ppi'.r'1 tU B, had never been ''. ctue'.lly ordered for 
the unit. These included Electric gonerator set, (whi ch is the 
cctuntion of 0.11 our npplinnces), the mr,nometers, the suction 
mc.chinos, cC.uteries !'\nd stimulc.tors. 

~In trncing out the dofnlcntion it wns found th~ t the 
opero. ti vc of tho ymr supply bonrd through whom (.11 those ordors 
must pC.ss hnd neglected or othoruiso fniled in his offici[';l duties. 
A full and despernt e report Wc.s mnde to the D.G.:g.S. cmd the 
fio.. tter probed v-ri th the (~boVG findings, o..nd meClsuros to expedite 
those orders were instituted. 
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liThe futility of n hospitn l under the circumstances is 
evident nnd of one on the eve of reporting for duty, nbsurd~ No 
f nult c nn be nscribed to nny officor of the unit nor of the 
purc~1n.sine personnel of the medicnl hendquc.rters. They hnd n. ll 
been repo l'.. tedly c.s sured of nchieveI:len t of orders for requisitions 
long before. 

"Promises of t rush t execution VlOre nr~de [',nd will, I believe, 
be fulfilled. As it hns turned out nvc.ilnble quc.rtcrs for 
hospi tnl functioning hnve not c.s yet; been secured here . 

HAt r. f c.reviell noon lunch on the 7th in the Chnter.u,- nIl the 
unit officers c nd their l c.dics not ~nd had General McDonald c.nd 
Dr. Gliddon of the D.P.N.H. ~s guests . In the evening of the s t~e 
da y, the No. 1 N.H. pc.r8.ded from its I nte bnrrn.cks to the troop 
trr..in Which left Ottc..wn nt 11.30 p.m. for Hc.lifnx. The Officer 
comnnnding the uni t was t:,-ppoint od O. C. the TrOOp trnin - in chnrge 
of n.ll f'c rrn.ngements c..nd over some different units. ilXri vil l 8.fter 
o.n uneventful trip wo.s mo.de r.t Ho.lifnx on Sunday n.n. , Juno 9th, 
c~nd eI1bc.rkn tion iI1f:1edin. toly effected on the Duchoss of Bodford. 
Lftor 24 hours, hor!ever, our unit disombf'.rkod froD th[" t Tr'.nsport 
f',nd re-cnbn.rkod on the Cunnrder 'snnnriC1 t - becnuse of over
crowding on the forner, condcr.med by flyself who wns senior nedic[', l 
officer on the Trr'.nsport. Appointnent s c..nd associ::tions wore fnr 
superior on the l o.. tter vessel sO there vms c c..use for self-
congrc. tu 1 c.'. tion. 

"So.iling occurred on the 11th June in the ec..rly norning i'.nd 
o.. n Ilnple convoy gun.rd supplied - of one British wr.rship n.nd 
severe'.l Cf~nndic,n destroyers. The destroyers left us nfter 2 d~.ys 
nt ser.'1nd c-~ grenter nunbor cnne to neet us off the Irish const on 
June 19th. We l:.:.nded n. t Liverpool nbout noon of the 20th June, 
takon by trnin to our prosont site. 

liLt. Col. Russel net us nt the I nnding nnd vwlcoGed us, 
Lt. Col. Cone w::.s el:1ployed in London - but M:::tjor Botterell wrlS on 
the scene nt our tra in destin'.tion n.nd 11nd prop[~red, in lc,rgo 
pnrt, our c nnp-site i'.nd r :-'. tion rcquircncnts. 

liThe recent week hns pr.ssed in contncting our ho('.dqur.rtors 
for 8.dninistro.tion, food n.nd stores, nnd l Qying out of cnnp 
essentials, snnitntion, n ir-rnid protection, Dosses nnd nen's 
sport requirenonts. 

"While on the bon t trrmsport, news of Franco's cr.p ituln. tion 
C(',f.10 to us by r ndi o , f'.nd prenier Churchill's resolute speoch of 
cnrrying on. The ser', was ca In throughout ['.nd wi th the exception 
of protoctive fog u t interv[',ls, the VlTenther 1,18.S be 2utiful. 

"TWo of our officors wore detailed to ['.ct c.s Surgoons for 
troops, C(',pt. S.P. Hunphreys on the Duchoss of Atholl [,; l1d 
Capt. C.P. McCornick on tho Bedford. The forner hG.c1 occ2sion to 
perforn oper2 tions for G.ppondici tis on 2 l~Gnbers of the troops, 
one c. t the quuy in H~lifo..x ,nnd the socond one o.. t ser,- . Both VlOre 
cninent successes. 
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"On the Srmr.rio. , I wns senior Medical Officer end ny reI1[urung 
officers serviced the sick parr.des in daily ret r.t i on . Thore were, 
however, no nnjor illnesses, nor trnvel disconforts [\f.lOngst the 
personnel of our Unit. 

"On the 26th inst, Lt. Col. Russel visited cnn]? c.nd reported 
th[" t he is in constnnt conference wi th Co.nndi f'l1 Military Hend
qunrters, in seeking Q l ocntion for occupntion ti. S r. functi oning 
hospitc.l unit. Severnl tentative loca tions nre under consi der a tion 
nnd it is hopeful thn t one nny be ea rly Qvc. ila blo. 

"Lt. Ce l. Cone Clnd Mn jor Botterell he.ve been studying the 
tolera nce of brc,in tissuo to Do.gennn wi th n vievl to its supplanting 
sulphapyridine in sterile powder forn in brain wounds f or 
b nctericidnl action. sulphnpyridine has definite virtue in this 
regar d but the gernicidnl efficiency does not cover all types of 
septic orgnnisns. It seens evident, however, thn t Dngennn is not 
nb sorbable nnc.1 is irri t ant, therefore probably net npplicc.ble. 

"Severn l 0 fficers hc.ve a vcdled thensel vas of lr.nding l eave t o 
visit London or friends in ether centres. 

"Daily enrly no.ss is s aid for our RonCll1 cn tholic contingent 
by C[~p t. A. J. O'Neil, Chaplo.in. Wo hnve Sundny devetional 
services conducted by our Church of England an d Unit ed Church 
padres, in unison. We hr.ve drawn spr.ringly fren our fund fer 
severn.l nen 's sport a ccessories and nossing-conforts. 

"This conpletes outst[tnc:ing dn t/". f or the nonth of June. 

" \!Vi th nost resJ)ectful sontinents in which every o fficer joins 
to ' the President nnd ne:-.1bers o f our first colur.m". 

In n lette r da ted ~lne 23rd, 1940, Lt. Col. Cono str.ted, 
"The onergency nedicnl schedule in force here is in prr.cticr.lly 
conplete control, nnd perh:::.ps it should be. Thoy have c.ll the 
Hospi t nls nnd potenticl. l Hospi tr.ls 1:.1. 110cl:. ted for ci vilinns cmd 
staffed by nen who hr.vc b een drnftc c1 ets ci vili['..ns to do the vie rk. 
And so they are t nking cnre of the iiVQunded nr rlY nen ['.s vl0ll. 
Medical officers fron the Arny ['.re ['. ssignod t o the Hospi t nls vd th 
a snnll stll.ff r) f o r derlies t o see that prcper rocorc1s Clrc kept •••• 
The Royal l'...r ny Mec1ic.1.l Corps ' wor1;;:, therefore, is lr:rgoly in the 
field. I believe they r,re running enly enc or t wo Hospi t['.ls in 
Engl~nd. The R.C.A.M.C. is t o ha.vo t wo HOS1)itc.ls, ono ~. t Brnnshet, 
stnffod by the Tor onto group, and ono nt Ta.plew (Clivedon ) staffed 
by the nen froLl the west •••• Tlle Hospi tc..l n. t Tr.plew will be lovoly. 
It was built by the Rod Cross, and will be very well eguipped •••• 
Changes hr'.vo t ll.ken pl:;.ce so quickly in this W'nr th~, t it h2..S been 
hnrd t o keep up with then. Certainly the orgrmiz['.tion of the .LU'ny 
Medica.l Service in the field nust b e different fron Lnything we 
hnve ever had before. Yet, the U.8. Arny, with its light trucks 
equil)ped for oper,'1..t ing, nny be the answer. Mobility is nll
inl)ortc.nt. De you rOflenber Cushingt s Wc..r Dia.ry? He tells of the 
Cnsunl ty Clear ing str.tion which hnc1 vvorkoc1 f: t tlle sane pl r. cc behind 
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the lines for over 16 nonths. It seens unboliovenblo now, with 
the nochnnizod ~ttQcks, thnt such stations will ever bo nble to 
settlo down o.gnin for nore thnn c. few hours tl • 

In n lotter dCltod June 29th, 1940, cnpt. 0. U. stowc.rt 
doscribed the crossing of the Unit Qnd its c.rriv~l in Englc.nd. 
Referring to tho latter, he stntoc1, "L.s VlO slid into tho quC'.y, we 
wore cmxious to so t foo t on l r:. nd Clgclin, bu t wero t old tho. t we 
would not disonbark until 7 thnt evening. Lo oking out OVGr tho 
Innding si to, we soon S1)0 tted Col. Russol. He CClno on board and 
hod ton with us thClt nftornoon, and did his bost to c.nswor e.ll the 
questions that wore fired c.t hin. After his departuro wo pro];lnred 
to loavo the ship. We ho.d our dinnor on bonrcl, a nd. nt eo.ch J)ln.ce 
there was Q co.rdboc.rd bOX, contnining our lunch which was to 
sustnin us for eighteen hours. I will itenizo tho cont onts t o 
r:nplify 0. vory C',nusing incident th:l t happened l e- ter in the sanG 
day. There wns the usur:l quote. of hard-boilod eggs, two lr,rge 
slicos of breac, ono orango, ono apple, Q slico of fruit co.ko nnL 
Inst but not lor:st, Q can of 'Bully Beof'. As our Unit stood on 
the quay, surrounded on 0.11 sidos by othor Units, ono of our nore 
serious nenbors lost tho entir~ contonts of his lunch bOX, fl S ono 
and of the box CQLie opon. Anid tho usunl laughs and side rer.rrks, 
he s toopec1 to Gn. thor uj) the spilled i tons, VJhich ho. (1 di sl)ersecl 
within 0. radius of sono throe or four feet. This wns n fe a t in 
itsolf, hunpered, as he was, by tho kit bng, respirc..tor, etc., 
slung over his shoulder. Aftor the bO-x ho.d boen rcpacked, and 
grasped firnly by the end th:::1. t hClel cone open, our nenbor stood 
sDnrtly at nttontion with Cl. grin look on his fnce, intended to 
c1isliO SO of the n.wkwnrd situation at once. suddenly the other end 
of the box ga.ve wr:.y c.nc~ tho entire contents were ngClin spilling 
over the ground. il.t this, no senblr,nco of order could bo no.in
to.ined. After this incident, I Droduced c.. roll of 1 inch o.dhosive 
t upo tha t I had in ny coat, nnd wo speedily fortified ~ll lunch 
boxes against sinilnr n:].sh(';l)s •••• " 

"l.Ve have hnd frequent visi ts by bonbors at night. "Vfe hoo.r the 
DIClnos ovorhend nnc1 the wnrnincs in nocrby villr.ges . As yet we 
have no defini to inforr.r~ tion /2;S t o when we nn..y Go t into porno.nent 
quarters. We hODG s oon , for the tl\1c: in Evont' nc.y bOGin any tine 
now" • 

L.. lotter rocoived fror.l Cup t. L .• E. Childo, o..nc~ dated July 3rd, 
1940, stntos, tlJJ.l of our Officers nro hero, ['.part fron 
Lt. Cols. Russel o.nd Cono and Mnjor Botterell, who r:ro in London 
for the prosent •••• 11[0 aro even fixod Ul) wi th hot and c ol d showors, 
thenks t o 0.. littlo wire-pulling by Col. Russol. We o..ro, o f course, 
hoping to bo esto..blished in n Dornunent qunrtor of a HospitCll in 
tho nenr futuro, but the dute cnd site ho.ve not boon esto.blishod up 
to tho present. In the neantine wo Gre 0.11 gottinG wonderfully 
healthy, wh[':t with sunshino, fresh air, lots of f ood , [Lnd cycling. 
To dn..te, seven of our f1enbers havo purchcsod bikes ~nd , strnnGe to 
sny, there havo been no serious nishn.Ds. For the first two df'.ys wo 
were here, VJO nossed wi th c nearby unit, but since then wo h1:'.ve hac: 
our ovm noss. Col. Cross has DClid for various niscellaneous 
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eguipnent including cups, s G.uccrs, flC'. t "lc.ro , oil stove, otc., fron 
the Montroc,l Fund. This h ['. s b een c. Grent holp, e'..S wo [TO tryinc t o 
koep our duos clown t o 1 shillinc pe r clay. [',11(1 nre consequ ontly 
r f'L ther poverty-stricken, TTo C'.. ro hopinG thr. t this [mount will 
suffice, but ns oxtrn fo oc1 cone s r c. ther ox}!onsi vo, it will be 
necosso.ry to "tI C'.. tch our sol vos. Howevor , C'. S ---- ----- h e'..s just 
~ni cl the first fine for usinG ' profnni ty (the rulGs Tiora just clr C'.vm 
up lo.st ni Ght), perh:'.ps our finrUlci ·:'l. l si tuG. tion will soon l ook u p ". 

"Cr,p t. L .• B. J. O'Noil is prosic1ent of the r.-:'08S, ['cnc~ 
c npt. 1 ... E'. Chil (~o Socretr.ry-Tro :-:t surer. .. ..... t the first regulC'.r 
soeting , in addition t o those Officers, thoro woro prosent 
Lt. Col. C, E. Cross, W".jor Hyl~ nc~, CC.l)ts. Bontun, Boc1c~inGton, 
Boulci.on, D"cvis, HC'.. l1s on, Hunl)hroys, :-:-, nc. McCor n ick. ThG Soc. Trens. 
vms instructod t o wri to C'. lettor of tho.nks t o the I\1n.no.cer e f 
H. o.ncl G. Sir.lC' n c1 s, Lt c~ ., Rer.c1 inG, f or the do ne'.. ti on of furni ture t e 
the noss, He wc. s [1lso ins tructcd t o connunic[', te wi th 
Dr. r.rilc.1or Ponfi e l cl o f Uontrco.l, to o. cqur'.. int hit: vri th the 8.cti vi ti CR 
of the n e'ss, ::1.nc1 thn.nk hir:. f e r the purch[". sinG o f necessrTY equip
ncnt : throuc h t he ~ 1()ntre f'.1 fun cl". 

In n letter dn. tec. July 8th, 1940, Lt. Col, C. K. Russel 
inclic r. toc1 thC'.. t n si te ho.(: b e en fClun c~ f o r Ne . 1 NeurolcGice'..l 
HOsy i t l"', l, o. nd o.u thorizo. tion vms being e'..vmi tec1 froD Co.n o.c1n t e '-'love 
in. Ho c1i cl not no.ne the loce. ti on, 

On June 28th, 1940, the nurses of Ne . 1 Nourolocico.l HeSl)itul 
roceived notice to report t o OttC'..wa. Their present l ocntion is 
unknown, but it is likely thfl t in the next Interin Re}Jort furt her 
infor na tion nbout theE will be included , 
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