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",y ~.B--~ DEPARTMENT OF 

~s:}:t'. PENSIONS AND NATIONAL HEALTH 

CANADA 

IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO FILE NO. 

Wilder Penfield, Esq., 
Director, 
Montreal Neurological 
3801 University st., 
Montreal, Can. 

Ottawa, December 19th, 1942. 

M.D. , 

Institute, 

I have your letter of December 14th concerning contemplated extensions to your 
InstHute. 

2. Dr. Cathcart and myse1f are fully seized of the necessity of making some further 
e.rrangements in the :Montreal district for the care and treatment ot neurosurgical cases 
arising from casualties of the present war. 

3. I can promise you that we will have a meeting of the Ways and Means Committee in 
this Department,on how best the situation can be covered,at a very early date. It is 
obvious that the structure you contemplated in the first proposal would be the ideal 
solution of the present difficulties, but fram our own experience, particularly during 
the past year, I have to visualize almost insurmountable barriers both with the Cont:roll:::-r 
of building materials and particularly with the supply of x-ray and other special hospital 
equipment -- I may say that we, in this Department, have been trying to get two Modest 
X-ray Installations ever since last Spring for two new additions to our hospitals in Can
ada, and so far we have .not been granted a 'priority rating sufficiently high to permit the 
venders to ~upply the machines. 
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4. However, same steps will have to be taken to relieve the situation in 
Montreal, and I asSure you that we will give the matter very careful attention 
~s to how best the situation ean be met. 

Ross Millar, M.D., 
RM/POH Medical Assistant Deputy Minister • 
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