




















this time with the most capital- 
intensive progmm in its history. 

Digital evolution continues 
While the ILS program will 
dramatically improve service to 
72,800 rural customers, urban 
residents will also share in the 
benefits. Many central office 
switching centres throughout the 
province will be expanded to 
accommodate the thousands of 
new individual lines. To facilitate 
this, a related $128 million 
program, involving the 
replacement of older step-by-step 
switching equipment with ultra- 
modern digital systems, has been 
greatly accelerated so both 
projects will be completed by early 
1991. 

The new digital equipment will 
provide both rural and urban 
residents with services previously 
available only to customers in the 
larger urban centres. Direct dialing 
overseas and zero-plus dialing, 
along with custom calling features 
such as call forwarding, speed 
calling, call waiting, and three-way 
calling are but a few of the 
advanced telecommunications 
services soon to be available 
throughout most areas of the 
province. 

New jobs already have been 
created as a result of the ILS 
program's implementation, both 
within SaskTel and among outside 

I 
I 

suppliers involved with 
construction, cable plowing, cable 
manufacturing, and associated 
switching and transmission 
equipment. Canada Wire and 
Cable Limited at  Weyburn, for 
example, is expanding its 
manufacturing facilities, and 
Inventronics at  Moose Jaw has 
obtained a $750,000 contract to 
manufacture cable terminals. 
Northern 'klecom was also gearing 
up to supply cable and digital 
switching equipment to SaskTel. 

I 
SaskTe1 is the first telecommuni- 
cations company in Canada to 

I 
undertake a program of such 
magnitude. E 

u n  the road to an 
all-digital network 
4mong all the telecommunications advances over the last decade, I A none wrll have a more profound benefit to Saskatchewan people than 
the widespread deployment of digital technology. In the larger urban 
:entres, digital technology already provides SasMl customers with 
he ability to transmit much larger volumes of information, at higher 
,peeds, and with greater clarity and reliability than with systems 
rsed in the past. Since operation and maintenance of this new 
ethnology is more cost-effective, it allows SaskTel to offer customers 
nany advanced telecommunications services at affordable rates. 

3very time SasMl replaces a piece of outmoded mechanical 
switching equipm~nt wlth digital technology, or installs a new digital 
transmission system, it takes another step toward creating the 
"intelligent network" of the future. 

'he completion of the 11,s program in rural Saskatchewan and the 
iccelerated deployment of digital systems by early 1991 will bring 
kisk'Ie1 even closer to having in place an end-to-end information age 
lelivery system. 

rechnology reshaping the network 
'wo recent technological advances have made possible the conversion 
o an all-digital system. The first is the use of computerized digital 
witches to route messages, and the second is the advent of new 
ligh-speed digital transmission 
nethods such as fiber optics. 

These two technological 
innovat,ions have significantly 
ncreased the capacity and 
lexibility of the network. 

In the future, as the pace of 
?chnological innovation 
ccelerates, an advanced digital 
etwork will be critical in order 
3 provide the flexibility needed 
1 offer the enhanced services 
ustomers will require to 
perate effectively and 

efficiently. The use of these 
new services will in turn 

mtribute to increased 
perating revenues for 
~ s r n l .  s 






























































