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THE L IP  OF TRUTH.

"  The lip of truth shall be established for 
ever: but a lying tongue is but for a 
moment.”— PROV. xii. 19.

A  L ITT LE  b o y ,  n a m ed  G e o r g e  
W a s h in g to n ,  a b o u t  s ix  y ea rs  o ld
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w as  w a lk in g  in  h is  fa th e r ’ s g a r ­
d en . T h e  flo w e rs  w e r e  very  
b ea u tifu l, an d  th e  b ird s  sang 
s w e e t ly  in  th e  tr e e s . B u t  n e i­
th e r  f lo w e rs  n o r  b ird s  c o u ld  ju s t  
n o w  ta k e  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  G e o rg e . 
H e  h e ld  in  h is  h an d  a sm a ll h a t­
ch e t, w h ich  h ad  b e en  g iv e n  him  
b y  a k in d  fr ie n d . H e  w as p roud  
o f  h is  n e w  g i f t ; and , as he 
w a lk e d  a b o u t th e  g a rd en , he 
lo o k e d  a t  its  n ic e  h a n d le  and 
its  sharp , b r ig h t  e d g e .  N o w  he 
g a v e  a flo u r ish  w ith  it ,  an d  th en  
he c u t  som e  lo o s e  s tick s  w h ich  
la y  at  th e  s id e  o f  th e  p a th . H e  
n e x t  s tru ck  o f f  th e  to p s  o f  som e 
f lo w e rs , an d  th o u g h t  h o w  c le v e r ly  
h e  cou ld  b r in g  d o w n  a ll th e  trees .

T h e r e  w as  a fin e  c h e r ry - t r e e  in 
th e  g a rd en , o f  w h ich  h is  fa th er



had ta k e n  g r e a t  ca re . W h e n  
G e o r g e  cam e to  it ,  h e  b e ga n  t o  
show  h is  s k il l  in  c u t t in g  a t  th e  
bark. H e  s tru ck  i t  on ce , and 
aga in , an d  th e n  s t i l l  h a rd er, u n til 
he h ad  w o u n d ed  th e  t r e e  so th a t 
it  w o u ld  soon  fa d e  an d  d ie . H e  
d id  n o t  th in k  o f  w h a t  h e  had 
done, an d  w e n t  a w a y  to  a n o th e r  
p lace  t o  p la y , an d  t o  sh ow  his 
p la ym a tes  h is  fin e  n e w  h a tch e t.

I n  a sh o rt t im e  a fte r ,  h is 
fa th er , w h e n  w a lk in g  in  th e  
ga rd en , s to p p e d  t o  lo o k  a t  h is 
fa v o u r ite  c h e r r y - t r e e ,  an d  soon 
saw  th a t  i t  h ad  b e e n  c u t  and 
ru in ed . H e  w as  v e x e d , an d  w e n t  
to  th e  se rva n ts , t o  ask  w h o  had 
d on e  th e  m is ch ie f. N o  on e  cou ld  
te ll .  A t  la s t  h e  m e t  h is  son 
G e o rg e ,  an d  a sk ed  h im  i f  he
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k n e w  a b o u t it .  G e o r g e  soon 
sa w  th a t  h is  fa th e r  w as  dis­
p leased , a n d  th a t  h e  m u st ex­
p e c t  to  b e  p u n ish ed . B u t  he 
k n e w  i t  w o u ld  b e  w r o n g  to  deny 
th e  d eed . “ F a th e r , "  sa id  he, “ I  
cannot t e l l  a  l i e :  y o u  k n ow  I  
c a n n o t t e l l  a  l i e :  I  d id  i t  w ith  
m y  p r e t t y  h a tc h e t .”  “  C om e  to 
m y  a rm s ,”  c r ie d  h is  fa th e r ;  
“  y o u  h a ve  p a id  m e  fo r  m y  tre e ; 
an d  I  h o p e  m y  son  w i l l  a lw ays 
be  b ra v e  e n o u g h  to  t e l l  the 
tru th , l e t  c o m e  w h a t  w i l l .”  
L i t t l e  G e o r g e  h ad  “  th e  lip  o f  
t r u th ,”  a n d  w e  d o  n o t  w on d er 
th a t  he g r e w  up  t o  b e  honou red  
a n d  lo v e d  b y  th e  p e o p le  o f  the 
la n d  in  w h ich  h e  l iv e d , and  over 
w h om  h e  ru le d  fo r  m a n y  yea rs  as 

th e  c h ie f  and g o v e rn o r .



TH E  L IP  OF TR U TH . 5

L y in g  is  a s in  in t o  w h ic h  c h il­
d ren  o f t e n  fa l l .  M a n y  h a v e  b e g u n  
w ith  th is  v ic e , a n d  h a v e  e n d e d  b y  
b e in g  g u i l t y  o f  a lm o s t  e v e r y  sin  
w h ich  ca n  b e  c o m m it te d .  E v e n  
w h en  th e y  sp ea k  th o  t ru th , w h o  
w ill  b e l ie v e  l ia r s  ? T h e y  a re  l ik e  
a b ad  c lo c k , w h o s e  w h e e ls  m o v e  
round, b u t  w h ic h  n o  o n e  tru s ts , 
becau se i t  has o f t e n  b e e n  fo u n d  
no t  t o  t e l l  th e  t r u e  t im e . I f  th e  
tru th  is  n o t  s p o k e n  a t  a l l  t im es , 
w ho w i l l  c r e d it  w h a t  is  sa id  a t 
an y  t im e  ? B y  fa ls e ly  s p e a k in g , 
w e lo s e  th o  p o w e r  t o  p le a s e  an d  o f  
b e in g  u se fu l. W e  a re  sh u n n ed , 
as th o s e  w ith  w h o m  i t  is  b e s t 
to  h a ve  n o th in g  t o  do . O r , i f  w e  
do su cceed  m  d e c e iv in g  o th e rs , 
w e sh a ll f in d  th a t  “  a  l y in g  to n g u e  
is b u t fo r  a m o m e n t . ’ ’  O u r  sins
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w il l , s o o n e r  o r  la te r , be  fou n d  
o u t, t o  o u r  s o r ro w , con fu s ion , 
and  sh am e.

T h e r e  a re  in  th e  B ib le  som e 
so lem n  accou n ts  o f  th o s e  w h o  had 
n o t  “  th e  l ip  o f  t r u th .”  S ee  th e  
case  o f  th e  son s  o f  J acob , w h en  
th e y  b r o u g h t  th e  c o a t  o f  Joseph  
to  th e ir  fa th e r  s ta in ed  w ith  th e  
b lo o d  o f  a k id , an d  sa id  th e ir  
b ro th e r  h ad  b e e n  s la in . G eh a z i 
t o ld  a l ie  t o  th e  S y r ia n  cap ta in , 
an d  g o t  b y  i t  “ tw o  ta len ts  o f  
s ilv e r , an d  tw o  ch a n ges  o f  g a r ­
m e n ts .”  H o w  c a r e fu l ly  he hid 
h is w ic k e d  ga in s  in  a t o w e r ; b u t 
he so o n  fo u n d  th a t  “  a ly in g  
to n g u e  is b u t  fo r  a  m o m en t.”  
H e  to ld  a s eco n d  l ie  to  h is 
m a ste r , an d  th en  h is  s in  w as 
e x p o s e d , a n d  he w a s  pu n ish ed
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a ll h is  d a ys  w ith  a p a in fu l 
d isease. T h e n , A n a n ia s  and 
S apph ira , w h o  “  l ie d  to  th e  H o ly  
G h o s t ,”  an d  w e r e  s m it te n  w ith  
su dden  d ea th . T h e s e  a ll fou n d  
th at th is  s in  b r in g s  so rro w , d is­
g race , an d  d ea th . T h e  B ib le  d e ­
c lares th a t  G o d  “  ha tes  a ly in g  
t o n g u e ;”  th a t  th e  d e v il is  “  th e  
fa th e r  o f  a ll lia rs  ;”  th a t  a ll ly in g  
sh a ll b e  fo u n d  o u t ; an d  th a t 
those w h o  a re  g u i l t y  o f  it , i f  
th ey  d ie  u n p a rd o n ed , sh a ll b e  
cast in to  h e ll, P r o v .  v i. 1 9 ;  J oh n  
v iii. 4 4 ;  R ev . x x i.  8.

I t  is h a rd  fo r  th e  y o u n g  to  
say, “ I  h ave  d o n e  w r o n g ; ”  b u t 
it is th e  n e x t  b e s t  t h in g  to  d o in g  
r igh t. W e  h o p e  w e l l  o f  a  boy 
w ho ow n s  h is  fa u lt ,  l ik e  G e o r g e  
W a s h in g to n , an d  w h o  has th e
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co u ra g e  t o  u n d e c e iv e  th o s e  t o 
w h om  h e  has sp o k en  f a l s e ly ; b u t, 
m o re  th a n  a ll, w e  sh ou ld  con fess  
ou r g u i l t  b e fo r e  G o d . H e  is 
r e a d y  to  fo r g iv e  a ll  th ose  w h o  
t r u ly  b e lie v e ,  an d  co n fess  an d  fo r ­
sake th e ir  sins. M a y  th e  y o u n g  
rea d er , th ro u g h  fa ith  in  th e  o n ly  
S a v io u r , b e  d e liv e r e d  fr o m  th e  
g u i l t  a n d  p o w e r  o f  a ll  s in .

Jesus, Lord, we look to thee, 
Meek and truthful may we be ; 
From all paths of sin abstain, 
Leading to eternal pain.

Cleanse our hearts, our sins forgive, 
Form us new, that we may live ; 
Live to love thee, then arise, 
To thy temple in the skies.

PARDON & SON, PRINTERS, PATERNOSTER ROW.





B LESS’D Saviour, hear our hymns of 
praise, [ascend ; 

Which now from youthful tongues 
Though humble be the notes we raise, 

Yet kindly to our voice attend.

We praise thee for thy daily care, 
Our food, our raiment, and our home; 

The happiness which now we share, 
And all the hope of joys to come.

We praise thee for thy word of truth, 
For sabbath hours, and Christian 

friends, 
For all who guard and guide our youth; 

And point to bliss that never ends.

Thus we begin thy praise while young; 
And when from earth our souls are 

free, [throng, 
Oh may we join the blood-bought 

And sing thy praise eternally.


