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ſpeak ſo well of him, and whom I love for what you 
ſaid of him:' and to this piofeſſion of love he added 
a ſubſtantial proof, in giving to the poor friends of 
Jeſus all he poſſeſſed in the world. 

3. The goſpel is ſufficient to ſupport the mind in 
the immediate proſpect of death. Joſeph did not 
comfort himſelf with the thought that be was no 
worſe than his neighbours, and therefore as God was 
merciful he would be ſafe enough. The atonement 
of Chriſt  was the only and excluſive ground of his 
hope and confidence in the view of death, judgment, 
and eternity. Being juſt i fied by faith, he had peace 
with God through Lord Jeſus Chirſt, and rejoiced 

in hope of the glory of God.
The Dying Chriſt i an's Addreſ s to his Soul. 

V ITAL ſpark of heavenly flam e !
 Quit, oh! quit this mortal frame ! 

Tremblin g, hoping, ling’ ing, flying,
Oh ! the pain, the blifs of dy i ng!  
Ceaſe, fond nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife,

 And let me languiſh into life.
Hark ! they whiſper; .angels ſay,—

" S iſter ſpirit, come away !”
What is this abſorbs me quite ?
Steals my ſenſes, ſhuts my fight ?
D rowns my ſ pirits, draws my breath ?
Tell me, my  ſoul, can this be Death?
The world  recedes! it diſappears ! 
Heaven opens on my eyes ! my ears 

Wi th ſounds ſeraphic ring . 
L end, lend your wings ; I mount ! I fly! 

O Grave ! w here is thy victory ? 
 O D eath !  where is thy ſting ?

 FI N I S .

A N  A C C O U N T

O F  T H E

 CONVERSION and DEATH
O F

POOR JOSEPH.
To which is added,

T he Dying C hriſtia n ’s A ddre ſ s to hi s  Soul. 

By A L E X . P O P E .

Printed b y  J . M arſhall , Newcaſtle .
W here may alſ o be had, a large and intereſ t ing Collection 

of Religious Books,  T racts, Sermons, & c.



4

on h im ?' '  A h, no ( ſays h e )  Joſeph can 
act  nothing— Joſeph has nothing to ſay 
for him ſe l f , but that he is the chief of ſi n 
ners : y e t  ſee in g  th a t  it is a faithful ſaying, 
that Jeſus, he who made all things, came 
in to  the world to ſave ſinners, w hy may 
no t Joſep h , after all, be ſaved ?

One m an, finding out where he h eard  
this doctrine, on which he dwelt ſo uni
fo rm ly , and w ith ſuch delight, w ent and 
aſk e d  D r. Calamy to come and viſit him. 
H e came, bu t Jo ſeph was now very weak, 
and had not ſpoken for ſ o m e  time, and 
though told of the Doctor’s  arrival, he 
to o k  no notice of h im ; but when the 
Doctor began to ſpeak to him, as ſoon as 
he heard the ſound of his voice, he in 
ſtantly ſprang upon his elbows, and ſeiz
ing him by his hands, exclaimed as loud 
as he could, with his now feeble and trem 
bling voice, '  O , Sir ! you are the friend 
of the Lord Jeſus, whom I heard ſpeak ſo 
well of him. Joſeph is the chief of ſinners,; 
bu t it is a faithful ſaying, that Jeſus C hriſt, 
the G od who made all things, came into 
the w orld to  ſave ſinners, and why not Jo
ſeph ? O pray to  that Jeſus for me, pray 
tha t he may ſave me ; tell him , that Jo -
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ſe p h  thinks that he loves h im  for com ing  
into the world to ſave ſuch ſinners as Jo-
ſeph.’  The D oct o r  prayed ; when he con
cluded, Joſeph
he then pu t his h an d under his pillow and 
took out  an  old rag , in w hich were tied 
u p five guineas, and putting it into the 
D octor’s hand, (which h e had kept all this 
while cloſe in his) he thus addr eſſed him : 
'  Joſeph, in his folly, had laid this up to 
keep him in his old age, but 
never fee old age ; take it, and divide i t  
among th e poor friends of the Lord Jeſus; 
and te l l them  that Joſeph gave it them for 
his ſake who came in to t he world to  ſave 
ſinners, of whom he is the chief.' So ſay
in g , h e  reclined his head. His ex e rtio n s 
in talking had been too mu ch for him, ſo 
that he in ſta n tly  expired.

D r. Calamy le ft this ſc e n e , but n o t with
out ſhedding tears over Joſe p h , and u ſed
to  tell this little ſto r y  w ith much feeling, 
and as one of the moſt  affecting occu rrences 
he ever met with.— It  natu rally ſuggeſt s  the
following obſervations :  1 .  L e t  u s  admire the ſovereignty o f
Divine Grace. The whole congregation 
w hether rich or poor, were ſinners in the



POOR JOSEPH.

A P O O R  half-witted man, named Jo
ſ eph, whoſe emplo yment was to go 
errands, and carry parcels, paſſin g  through 
London ſt reets one day, heard pſalm-ſing
ing in the houſe o f  God, he went into it, 
having a large parcel of yarn hanging over 
his ſhoulders; it was Dr. Calamy’s Church, 
St. Mary’s, Aldermanbury.  A very w ell 
d r eſſed audience ſ urrounded the Doctor. 
He read his text from 1 Tim. i. 15 .  "  This 
is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac
ceptation, that Jeſus C hriſt  came into the 
world to ſave ſinners, of whom I am the 
chief."  From this he preached in the 
cleareſt manner, the ancient and apoſtolic 
G oſpel, the contents of this faithfuI ſaying, 
viz. that there i s eternal ſalvation for the 
vileſt ſinners, ſolely through the worthi
ſ s of Jeſus Chriſt,  the God that made all 
things. “  Not many rich; not many noble 
are called by this doctrine,”  ſays the A
poſtle  ; bu t ' G od  hath  choſen the weak 
things of this world, to confound the 
things that are m ighty. '
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the wrath of God and merit his favour. Many go 
about to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own, not 
submitting to the righteouſneſs of God : while others 
endeavour by their own exertions to make their hearts 
better, and ſo prepare them for the reception of Chriſt . 
—Joſeph had no idea of ſuch a way of ſalvation.— 
When aſked about his heart, if there was no token 
for good about it, no ſaving change there ? '  Ah, no,' 
ſaid, he, ‘ Joſeph can act  nothing—Joſeph has nothing 
to ſay for himſelf,  but that he is the chief of ſinners.’ 
2 . The goſpel produces love to God and his people. 

Joſeph had received the word, not as the word of men, 
(but as it is in truth) the word of God, and it wrought 
effectually in him believing it. H e  experienced the 
truth of the Apoſtle's aſſertion  :  ‘ W e love him be
cauſe he firſt loved us !’  

' O pray, (ſays he) to that Jeſus for me, pr ay that 
he may ſave me! tell him that Joſeph t hinks that 
he loves him for coming into the world to ſave ſuch 
ſinners as Joſeph.’ Whatever may be ſaid about lov
ing God for what he is in himſelf, it was a  ſenſe of 
the love of Chriſt ,  manifeſted in ſaving ſinners, that 
firſt  attracted his attention, drew forth his warmeſt  
affections, and occupied all his thoughts. Thus it is 
with every ſinner ſaved by ſovereign grace. A ſenſe 
of the love of Chriſt  ſhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Spirit, infallibly produces love; and this is 
ſhewn by univerſal obedience to the will of God, and 

 ſtudying to adorn the doctrine of God by a life and 
converſation becoming the goſpel. Joſeph could 
not now manifeſt  his love to God in this way, but 
he does it by ſhewing love to his people, and that 
becauſe they were the friends of Jeſus. When he 
heard Dr. Calamy's voice, he exclaimed, 'O, Sir, 
you are the friend of the Lord Jeſus whom I heard
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fight of a holy God, and flood equally in need 
of that ſalvation, which by the goſpel, was 
preached  to them. But while the elegant 
aſſembly heard it with liftleſs inattention, 
t h e  w ord of God cam e with demonſtr ation 
of the Spirit and of pow er to the heart of 
J oſeph, and fixed his attention to its infi
nite importance. To what can we aſcribe 
 this difference, but to the ſovereign grace

of him who will have mercy on whom he 
will have mercy; who hath hid theſe things 
f rom the wiſe and prudent, and revealed 

to babes, and hath choſen the poor in 
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath promiſed  to  
them that love him ?

T o diſplay the power and ſovereignty 
of this grace, the Apoſtl e  tells us, that God 
h ath choſen the fooliſh  things o f  the world 
to  confound the wife, and the weak things, 
o f the w orld to confound the things that 
are mighty, for the expreſs purpoſe, that 
no fleſh  ſhould glory in his preſence, but 
that he that glorieth ſhould glory only in  th e 
L o rd . This is very different from the 
general views of men. There is a prone
neſs in the human mind, when convicted 
of  ſin, to do ſomething in order to eſcape
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 While the elegant part of the congre
gation liftleſsly hear d this doctrine, and if 
they were ſtr u c k  with any thing, it was, 
perhaps, with ſome brilliant expreſſio n ,  or 
well turned period that dropped from the 
D octor:— Joſeph in rags, gazing with aſto 
niſhment, never took his eyes from the 
preacher, but drank in with eagerneſs all 
he ſaid, and trudging homeward, he was 
heard thus muttering to him ſe l f :—  ‘ Joſeph 
never heard  this before ; Chriſt Jeſus, the 
God who made all th ings, came into the 
world to ſave ſinners like Joſeph ; and this 
is true ; and it is a ‘ faithful ſaying.' — Not 
long after this, Joſeph was ſeized with a 
fever, and was dangerouſly ill. As he 
toſſed upon his bed, his conſt a n t  language 
was,  ‘ Joſeph is the chief of ſin n e rs ; but 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave 
ſinners, and Joſeph loves him for this.’— 
His neighbours , who came to ſee him, 
wondered on hearing him always dwell 
on this, and only this. Some of the reli
gious ſort addreſſed him in the following 
manner :— ‘ But what ſay you of your own 
heart, Joſeph ? Is there no token for good 
about it ? No ſaving change there ? Have 
you cloſed with Chriſt,  by acting faith up-


