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HARVEST HOME.

"HOW quickly does joy often succeed to sorrow ;
| tieday of cheerful hope to that of gloomy fear,
| ud the ‘season of plenty and abundance' to that
{ fvant and scarcity ! Not long since the dearth of
{ bread in this land was such, that every counténance
 semed to gather blackness ; the very heavens also :
1 apeared to frown upon us; for the weather during %
§ tlong time was so dismal, that it threatened to |
§ Uist the approaching harvest; we were made to
{ el that we were in the hands.of God, and totally | §§
|
§

{ tpendant on his mercy ; having enjoyed many i
| Jears of plenty, without interruption, we had learnt it
 locount upon the continuance of the same blessing; L1
- and because God’s goodness had been so common, - 1
We were so much the less thankful for it. How it
- tlamitous would a general blight upon our corn
%, Vhaveproved atthis season ! every mind must shudder 1
; at such a thought; such a blight was threatened 6 |
lpdeed, but suddenly, and at the very poinf: when it e
Wasmost needed, the weather changed, and a season ! '
“;
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unusual favourable for getting in the fruits of
earth has succeeded. | the
Man, it may be remarked, is moye rea ‘
. IR y to

to God to help him out ofhis distress, than to thmy
him when he has been delivered; for ywe are ofank
merely selfish in such prayers; we feg] v
want of the blessmg, and we therefore cry to Gy
for it ; but when it is obtained, our whole end iy
swered, we now arc satisfied; we grow Cal‘elel;
about the matter, and forget to think of our Begg,
- factor. |
But let us here enderveour to prevent this forgy, |
fulness of our present mercies from taking place'lt
in the mind of our readers, and let us invite they
to come and contemplate with us that greatnessy)
goodness of our Creator which are so observables
the time of harvest. |
There is indeed no part of the creation to whig
we can turn our eyes without meeting with some
proofs of the divine power and mercy. Shall ye
- lift up our eyes to the heavens ? There shinés the
brightness of the sun, which God has placed inth :
Armament to give light and heat to the world—
Shall we wait till the sun is set Then themmn
and the stars take up the same language of puai,
and tell of their maker’s power and goodness.
Shall we turn our eyes to the earth? See hoi
the surface of it is spread forth like a carpet, deck
ed with every thing to charm the eye, to deligit
the sense, and to supply the wants of man, Sha“,?
we look upon the great and wide ocean? There gﬂ:
“the ships; and behold, evén the seals filled Wlh
food for the use of man. ¢ How many are i
“.ord, in wisdom hast thou made them_
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Lese common objects of natu

at the holy men of old in pr:

jon to God, of which we will mention

he 65th psalm, because it is applicable

gt time —a psalm penned after a long

{jought, tO which had succeeded some very plen-

' {"lﬁnd refreshing rains. The psalmist, while he:
ﬂ.lllks sbroad, and delights himself with the beau-

z?ul ppearance of the.harvest,_ and. with the pros-

| et of plenty which is on every side, bx:ea,ks'out
{ othe following thanksgiving to the bountiful giver
fall things & Praise waiteth for thee, O God ! in
g, and unto thee shall the vow be performed.—
Otiou that didst hear oar praycr, unto thee shall
i fesh come. Thou maketh the out-goings of the
poming and evening to rejoice. Thou visits the

{i adorat
{istance 1)

Lith the river of God,” for the clouds are compared
pariver in the air, sustained by the hand of the
Almighty. “ Thou preparest corn when thou hast
wprovided for it : thou waterest the ridges thereef
bindantly, thou settlest the furrows thereof, thou
‘mikest it soft with showers; thou blessest the
gringing thereof. "T'hou crownest: the year with
thy goodness, and thy paths drop fatness, the little
hils rejoice on every side. ‘lhe pastures are
doathed with flocks, the vallies also are covered

oer with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.”
Toevery one who is of the same mind with the

palmist the same kind of meditation will be very -

gt to occur. Let us, however, here assist the
teader, by naming a few subjects whieh he will do
well to reflect upon while he takes his walk amidst

the reapers, and admives the plenty that is in the

fields,

aith and warterest it. Thou greatly enrichest it
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- which from experience he has found to pe favo

( 6 )

First then, how naturally ought 8
harvest to send our thotights to the « great ay) }
of it! How clearly is his hand at thig time seenr‘:y’
the power and ingerity of the whole worly cq'n :
frame so'much as a single ear of corn, The( i
which man has in producing the cory s very S(Eirf
indeed. He in fact does nothing himself towardl
its growth—he only places the seed in a situa-tio;'

able to it, and then “he goethaway and i Spring:tr];
up he knoweth not how.” The seed which Je plans
was in the first place given by God, when the SO,
er has put it into the ground, there is thep 4 work,

Or operation, carried on in which man is not only

-Bmconcerned, but he does not even know hoy j
IS accomplished. The grain  dies, and from gy

death a resurrection takes place, a fresh plant aris
out of the ground and this plant is nourisheg by
means ofrdots hidden within the earth, which they
shoot forth without the aid of man; in this seeret

manner are the different Juices cellected and sent ;

through the plant, by-and-by the flower blooms:

the ear forms itself : and the corn takes the proper

shape and substince, the rain in the mean time

waters it, the dews désend, and the sun shines -

on it, till at length it is fit for the use of man, ln |

this man can do'nothing. It is during his absence

.

even that this work is going on, If the grainis |

he is not able to quicken it, he can only look ot |

£
£y

with hope and fear, and watch it in its differen

stages ; he must ascribe all its growth to.the unas:
sisted power of the great Creator of all things.

Plain as the hand of the Creator is in the p(r;:
duction of the corn, yet su’ch is our natural stup!

‘blighted, man cannot help it; if it grows too slowly

I
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e we gather the corn, we often think
God in it, than the very cattle which
_The farmers speaks of his own skill,
P and pains. And when the grain is ripe,
{pd labov 1p in his barn, with much self applause,
filys 1 lg) count his gains, not considering that
falbes™. © .t s due to God, and that every
il:]tv}:ﬁlgh i< laid up is a proof of man’s‘ obligation
‘ wgljt%tlkuesr‘here notice also the ¢ largeness’ of the

i fyige bounty- The works of god are upon a‘l‘al‘*ge

{le; they are like }}m}self, mfinite. The works

{in are little and insignificant; it is but a small

{4t which his strength can water, but the showers

| fpeaven water a whole territory at once. Itisbut

| fow acres which the diligent labors of man can

| ke productive ; but God causes his <un to shine,

{ i his dew to descend, and the whole earth is ren-

§ied fruitful.  Look over that beautiful and ex-
| rsive prospect : See as far as the eye can reach
§ion the fields are crowned with plenty; extend the
Jime in your imagination, still the same rich view
Lite divine bounty presents itself.. Cross the wide
{em, and survey the different countries of which
eearth consists.  In all the varied productions of
bese different climates, we only meet with more
admote signs of the divine goodness. How are
ethen called upon to admire and ‘adore that glo-
tioos Being who suffers no pert of the earth to es-
ape his kind and benignant notice. TR

; With the extensiveness of this bounty let the
‘tontinuance’ of it be considered. No sooner is the
lwvest got in, than again the seed is committed to
e ground, and again the same scene refurns

i

] : {
5- R

L 1

b SRR P e A o o Y - SR v e X
s e A pg T e =

i

Eo = s
P . 2

-

St

oy P T,

R v e B

S AT T 7 R A e
SSUBTAY, B S R M SIS Rt T
g,




=8 &
upon us. Let us carry back our
years that have been of old. e
been our Great Benefactor! How Unceg led Jy
excrtions of his goodness! How. many 218 thy
have been fed and supported by jt! K. cratmg
PP y it! Seasonsh
changed, but they have only presenteq i )
views of the Lord’s mercy ; and the colq of
the bloom of spring, the heat of summey
fruits of autumn, have each in their seas(;
fested the same bounty and care of our C
Having indulged in these pleasing
upon the divine bounty, it seems proper in the yy
place to turn our attention to a more melangh
subject, I mean ‘ our unworthiness of it,’ FOFWhon{
does the Lord open his stores, and provide wiy,
liberal a hand ? For a race of creatures whg e
touched with the most lively sense of his goodpey
and love and honour him in proportion to these g -
obligations ? |
Do we then hear thes reapers, while they af
down the corn, speaking good of the name of th
Lord, and blessing him for his kindness to the chil
dren of men? Hark! is it hymns of praise, whic
they are chaunting in yonderfield ? Is the songthey -
sing that song of the psalmist which has just been
spoken of 7 Methinks, instead of it, some song full
of prophaneness and obscenity is sung aloud. The
name of God, indeed, is on many lips, but it is only
that it may be trifled with or blasphemed. Whit
then, are these men gathering God’s bounty, a
in the saine moment piofaning his name? But fo
low them to the harvest home; surely now at least
they meet and offer up their prayer and thanks
giving, and while God is in the act of crowning the

lferem
winter,
and the
08 map.
“Teator,

l'eﬂecti()ns
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his bounty, each tongue is loud ‘in talk-
and cach grateful'heart 1s swell-
1.° it his pratse. It 1s commonly }‘e—portcd, thd‘t
L L o season 1n the year 1 which so muca
iy 1ds nss and drunkenness prevail among the
L f]zs in that of bringing the harvest home.
[arm?l:;se then the returns which in this year also
.% reare making to the divine goodness ¢ Is all our
, wem laining of want, and our prayer to God for
S' ggliv%ranceo, to end in a drunken abuse of the mer-
| ges he so wonderfully bestows_? |
But not to dwell on vices which are so great, that
e would willingly hope they must cnly be the
ices of a few, let us little consider also the ge-
eral unworthiness of mankind. Who are they
it will be fed by this abundant harvest * Will no
idle person be maintained by it? Will no sinners
hve their strength sustained, so as to continue
' iheir life in sin ? Will thare be no one who will eat
yithunthankfulness ? None who, as the reapers have
teaped it without thinking of the Author of the har-
s, will in like manner feed upon it without
thinking of the Author of their food? Again, will
wdiscontented murmuring, repining people be fed
by the goodness of the Lord? wili all those, in
short, whose life is prolonged by the bread now
wnt them, devote that lifeto the service of himwho
prolonged it? Surely, it we could remove our-
selves to a d_istance from the earth, and become by
| i‘:y means impartial judges between God and man,
€ should stand astonished at the present rebellion
Of the creature. He who made man, He who sup-
POrts him, sending him th bredd cehtek 3
tats, has a rioht tg (s e very bread whic .he
10 doub f gl t'to his sesvices; and hath made him
tIor his own glory. Methinks ifany of us

“‘iyn‘g of his mercy.




e

|
i
?é
j

B e e = S ey

P et
B TG T S P

A o b AR S AR .
- having breathed into him the breath of |jf

( o ) i
were endowed with power to creafe

3 2 et SOMme 1'#
Comal animal, ‘inferior to ourselves N

8 il
»and if e‘tfter']}‘

§é"§§fy‘(‘.}0£.1thed and nourished him, we Si)ou?c{_‘;i;jm(
ms obedience and constant serviee in retypy . ct ‘3
if,after all, such a being should presume tg s;tdnd |
ior himself, and pretend to have a wilj of | 7
and break all the laws we hao given him, w
be ready methinks to stantp our foot UEon him, gy
to crush him to death at once; for nos fulﬁling,‘t};e”
ends of his creation. We should have no patience
with such a little insolent and rebellious animgl< |
And yet God has patience with us, notwitbstanding |
all our forgetfulmess of the ends for which wewee
born, and our unthankfulpess for the datly retdis |
of his bounty. : Nay, though we go on abusingls
mercies, he goes on cloathing the pastures withhs
flocks. - The vallies also arc again covered owr
with corn; again they shout for joy, they also sing,
O let us be ashamed of the baseness of our ngry: |
titude, and repent in the name of Christ, belor
the day of his vengeance is.come upon us.
The season of ‘harvest is also one which shoul |
lead us particularly to reflect on our *dependa? |
upon God.” God gave us life at first.  He cas |
our blood to flow, our heart to beat, and oursi
mach to distribute the nourishment. He too SUWP
plies the food we eat, of whatever kind it be. 3
may combine together different meats; we mai ‘;
dress them in a variety of ways, but we can oiirean ‘f
nothing—Geod is the only giver of life and foo ’ihe |
all things—and happy is that man who lives I is

]

|
J
I

bis oy
€ shoulg

lively rememberance of this, who acceptz 03 %
comforts as from the hand of the great b




T 1E) .
e olins that he b not of himself power to
ailly €105 "4 oment, or to procure, inde-
neole drop of water, or grain
o of our dependance 1s not
gty 001y’ ’i't 15 d?;f 11’( . n fmt da(: ‘ f‘or. Chgw ('loes
P s all that anxiety; which 15 80 natit
- sgbsistance in the timeto come.
fhe more We remember that we arc the crea_tures
L ore shall we trust to him to
e for his large family, even as a child trusts
nthe care and prudence of his parent, « Behold,
gofouls of the air they sOwW not, meither do they
e, O gather into barns, yet your heaven}y 'Ifa.-
i feedeth them.”
' Next to the sense of our dependance, gratitude’
4God may be mentioned as peculiarly becoming.
Wethinks at this time not oniy the heavens above,
ut(he earth beneath, calls aloud upon us to be

-“...
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jmkfal, Every field, every ear of corn seems to
E-bidus speak the ‘praises of God. How do these
foify him, as it were, by an expressive, though
b offering ‘of praise |—But man has a tongue

gith which he can speak forth the praises of hisMa;

| :
e, It is for the sake of man also that the ‘store-

nuse of divine bounty 1s opened—it is for man
(it the pastures are loathed with flocks, and the
yillies covered with corn; it is for man that the
Ain s.hines and thé showers descend. From him
g;)en should the offering of praise continually rise
i it .

tha;Egil\:b}i\}mLyo‘m suppose mankind to be so un-
o cclet inks I hear some one reply ; « Do
Wi . 0 not know as well as you that we
L praise God for a good harvest ¢—There
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will always indeed be a few  wickeg pe
land, but in general we understang wel
that it is God who sends us bread, and y)
cies; nay, when any of us' speak of hay

s & . ing g
good crop, ‘ thank God’ is the very phrage U§at iz
. . & ',_ K ¥ o & s LI e ¢
quite common in our lips.” 1 admit it jg S

. 0, anq |
hope indeed that miany thousand hearts haye a

ready offered up the sincere tribute ofthml(sgivm
for the present plentiful scascn, But e Canngt
help adding here, that there is a Way far ey
that of simple praise, by which true gratitude yj)
manifest itself., It will break out not ip words o]
but in deeds, in deeds I mean of obedience to hip
towards whom the gratitude is felt. What woy
any father think of the gratitude of a child, or dy
husband of the gratitude of a wife, which neye
shewed itself in any thing clse but a few warm e
pressions of obligation. No, it is by the readines
and activity in serving the person praised, and by
the desire in all respects to please him, that the
disposition to gratitude must be judged of. Ama
may say ‘ thank God twenty times a day, and et
never truly thank him in his heart. Wordsue
cheap. Many men think to pay God off, as it werg

- by this sort of coin. Let it be remarked, also, that

there is a satisfaction and self complacency which
are naturally felt on receiving abundance ofweal@?
into our lap ; we are put into good humor byhl,
and when we are reminded that Goc{ is the flutthzft
of our prosperity, the truth of this 1s so piauiiings
we cannot deny it, and since our unders ar};earts
agree to the observation, we fancy that‘ Qudl‘ g
agree also ; whereas, in fact, we only J‘g ﬁk i
God “ ought’ to be thanked, but we donotthant it
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© o thegood humor we are ix?, it arises mere- 5‘

kil being well pleased with ourselves, or 1

Iy from OU‘fo m(;)ts which God has given us, and i

Withwth‘e elgr/geirw well pleased with God. That i

ot f{torrtl':e sumeasuch frauds as these on ourcelves 1

g phig(i plain; for mark now what follows. When J
’Q S]gtsl;me pérson who has been thanking Ged so of- ‘ §

{ n for his mercies, is by-and by called to do some- f
| fhing, to suffer som.ethmg, or to give up something i
rthe sake of serving this gracious being to whom ; 1
| e professed such prodi gious gratitude, he is then |
ither too idle, or too selfish, or too much govern- I
| ol by the opinion of his fellow creatures, or some I
{ uyor other too full of excuses to do what is want- fi
{ eof him : on the other hand, when some tempta- H
| im comes in his way, he yeilds to it, and sins
ginst the same God as freely as ifhe were under o
i mobligation to him. ~ Let us then beware of this i
ypoeritical sort of gratitude, by which we cannot
1 iceive God, though we often delude ourselves by
1t Letus shew forth his praise not only with our

{Ips but with our lives. " Let us shew our sense of ’;
115 goodness by doing his will, by reading his word, it
{ljattending his worship, by readily denying our- i
{¢lves for his sake, and in short, by laying out i}
{urlivesin his service, and by standing forth to H
| prorlr:lote his cause in a disobedient and unthankful *%
| orld, | ¥ EST iR |
| Here let it be hinted also, that this may be a ||

Wdtime for laying down our plans for using the li

P!enty which is flowing into us. God has now
{Mnus provision for another year, but for what |

{!"Pse has he given it ? In order that we may eat
{0 drink,

and be merry ¢ What, then have we
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truth, For the soul he has prepared an ¢t |

LoEL )
not immortal souls? The great engd OF O (o
1s, that we may serve him in thig world an;eat'
be prepared to dwell with him for ever,in g
His direction his, that we should emnpi
and strength, and all our vigor
in fulfilling his will; that we shoulg seek in .
first place to know God and Jesus Christ, whon htef
has sent into the world, and mving learnt g knowé
him, that we should then act in our several styfig
from the motive of love to his name, imitatingajsg;
his bounty, by ministering to the ReCessities of gy
fellow creatures. Are these.then our ends of Jj.
ing ? Is this what we propose to ourselves? Ap
these the views with which we reap the harvest?i
Are we detirmined that none of it, as far asin
lies, shall be wasted in riot or in luxury, orinip.
provident consumption ? Do we look forward o

i

~as tp a treasure, with which the hungry shall be

fed, and the poor be satisfied ? Then indeed We )
rejoice in the bounty of heaven, and we may w
sonably trust that all the expressions of gratituleh  ,
our lips are sincere. | i
Again, let the consideration of the goodnessd
God, displayed in the fruits of t)je earth, raise o
minds to the contemplation of those still greier
meicies which he is able and willifag to give w~2
It is with him a small matter to provide the earfl
with food, or to take care of tha:body. See whatf.l'_-:
rich provision he has made for our souTs-—forth;n;fM
he has not spared his only begotten SO‘“: &
given him up te be the propitiation _fOT oul sxps‘-t;
¥or the sake of the soul he has sent his Holy SP“;
into the world to guide men into the knowledge® !
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F - fblpssixugs, e any inheritance which isim-
by ] 0 e £ 7 : :
tt'b!e andefiled, avd that fadeth not away, re-

ible, ’ 7 | ;

in heaved for us.” We may learn to va-

: ﬁmai mei'Ciﬁ':‘s from what we sec of 'tze-n’;'popaﬁ

Temporal ones strike the senscs, and being
osent fallen nature, are MOTE apt to

¢
. 11 pr
ted t0 our PLEE T ekt
ﬁﬁtow‘ hearts with j0vy and gl‘m.ztude. But we may
i e - ¥ 1 . . E. X I
s ¢ assured, that the blessings which God has pro-
§ ' . hd F o | 8
‘rei‘ded for the soul, are much superior to those pro- i
gued b ,.

yided for the body, as the soul 1s to the 'body: ami.
g5 eternity ‘o totime. Let us t‘hen turn fmm this .
| cuthly scenc of abundance to still nobler and larger i
sessings.  Let the fields not only preachto us the g
jmmense goodness of our Creator, but jet ft:hem |
- end our thoughts also 1o the « unsearchable riches

that are in Christ ”—Let the harvest serve to -

. gress & thoughtless world with wonder, gratituds,

. jeverance, and love to him who is the aunthor, mdk

ofour eaxthly treasures only, but of all the bles-

 gings of etirnity 1—In short, jet the goollness Of

God lead us all to repentance, and let each ofwe

uke care 4hat the mercies of his Maker be mo
turned into a curse, by rendering our hearts only 58

' much the more full of the world, and moye indif-
ferent to the blessings of the gospel, |
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