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HUSBANDRY Moralized;
Or pleaſant Sunday Reading for a Farmer’s Kitchen.

P A R T  I .

Upon the care of  H u ſbandmen to provide f o r  
 W I N T E R.

G O O D  H u ſbandmen are careful in Summer 
to provide for Winter. They then gather 

in  their Winter ſto r e ;  food and fewel for them 
ſ elves, and fodder for the ir cattle. "  He that 
ga t h e r s  i n  Summer is a wiſe Son, but he that

ſ leepeth in ha rve ſt is a Son that cau ſeth ſhame."

The great beauty a n d advantage of any act i o n  
is  to do i t  in  its proper ſeaſ o n . This ſeaſon is 
ſ eldom watched for carefully, and is often lo ſt  
by delay.  ’Tis an excellent proverb “  that a 
good  ſaver will make a good b enefac to r ,"  this 
m eans that h e, that doth not w aſte ,  will always 
h ave ſ omething to give.  And there is another
— "  He that neglects the o ccaſ ion, the occ a ſi on 
w ill neglect him.” The h u ſbandman  k n o w s 
tha t ſ ummer  will not hold the whole year, nei
ther will he  tru ſt  to a mild and favourable  win
te r ,  but in the be ſt ſeaſon he will provide for 
the wor ſt.

What excellent Chriſtians  ſhould we be, were 
we but as provident for our Souls, as we are in

o u r  Farm s.  ' Tis doubtle ſs a point of  true
C hri ſtia n  wiſdom to look forward to a day of 
great ſpiritual difficulties and nece ſſit i e s, and ſ o
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during the day of grace and favour to make
provi ſ ion for it.

A H u ſhandman knows there is a change o f  
ſ ea ſons and w eather .   T h o ’ it be plea ſant Sum 
mer weather now, yet W inter will tread upon 
the heel of Summer. F ro ſts ,  ſnow s, and a great 
fall o f rain mu ſ t  b e expect e d .  This change of 
ſea ſons in nature is ſettled by a firm law o f the 
God of Nature to the end of the world, for 

"  Nature is but the name o f  an effect ,  
"  W h o ſe cau ſe is GOD.”

W hile earth remaineth "  ſeed time and harve ſt  
time, cold and heat, winter and ſ ummer, day 
and night ſ hall not cea ſe” ſaith the Scripture.

And Chriſtian s  ſ h ould alſ o know that there
are changes in t h e  r i g h t  hand of the MOST H I G H ,  

in regard to their ſpiritual Seaſons.  If there
be a ſpring time of the  Go ſ pel, abundan t oppor
tunities, and we neglect to u ſe them ; there may
come a barren W inter,  when  we may be d e 
prived of theſ e priv ileges.  For GOD to  puni ſ h  
our deadneſs and indifference can fend "  a fa
mine of the word” as eaſily  as he can ſend a 
famine of bread to puni ſ h  ſ loth and lazin e ſs.
He can always ſet one ov er againſ t the other,  
and he that neglect s  to u ſe his pre ſent abundant 
gifts “ from him ſhall be taken away that which 
he hath”

Ye ſte rd a y ’s pa ſt,  to-morrow’s none of thine, 
T HIS DAY thy heart to holy deeds incline.
In heaven there is a day of everla ſti n g  hap-
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pine ſs, in hell a night o f  everlaſ ting miſery. 
But on this earth light and darkne ſs take their 
tu rn s ; pro ſperity and adver ſity, even to ſ ouls 
as well as bodies ſ ucceed each other. A day 
o f  grace and favour is often followed by ſor
row and ſ a dne ſs of ſpirit.

Common produce and experience enable 
the hu ſbandman in the mid ſt o f  Summer to fore
ſ ee a W inter and provide for it before he feels 
it, yea in ſti n ct teacheth this to the very Birds 
of  the air, and bea ſts  o f  the field.

And ſpiritual wiſdom ſhould teach Chriſti a n s 
to exerci ſe their fore ſeeing faculties, and not 
ſ uffer them to feel evil, before they fear it. 
But, Oh, the ſtupify ing  nature of ſin  ! tho’ the 
Stork in the heavens knows her appointed 
time, and the turtle, crane and ſwallow the time 
o f  their coming, yet man, whom God hath made 
wiſer than the fowls o f  the air, in this, acts quite 
below them ; ſo ſ ays the prophet Jerem iah : 
And ſo ſays our own daily experience.

The end o f  G OD’S ordaining a Summer, 
ſ ea ſon, and fending warm and plea ſant weather, 
is to ripen the fruits o f  the earth, and give the 
H u ſbandman fit opportunity to gather them in.

And GOD’S de ſign in giving his favoured 
People a day of grace, is to furniſh them with 
an opportunity for the everlaſti n g  happine ſs and 
Salvation o f their Souls. “  I gave her ſpace to 
repent.” It is not merely a delay of the threat
ened wrath, tho’ there be great Mercy in that;
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but the peculiar aim of this patien ce and bounty 
of GOD is to open for them a way to e ſcape the 
wrath to come— “  De ſpiſe ſt  thou the riches of 
his goodne ſ s and for bearance, and long ſ uf
fering, not knowing that the goodneſ s of GOD 
leadeth thee to repentance?”

The H u ſbandman does not find all harve ſt 
ſ eaſons alike favourable ; ſ ometimes they have 
much fair weather, and meet with no hind
rance in their bu ſin e ſ s, at other times ’tis a 
catching harve ſt,  but now and then a fair day, 
and they mu ſt  be nimble, or all is lo ſt.

There is alſo a great difference in the ſta t e  
o f  people’s minds at different ſea ſo n s ; ſ ome 
have had long and merciful opportunities, a hun
dred and twenty Years did G OD‘S patience wait 
upon the W orld in the miniſtr y  of N OAH. 
Long did G OD wait upon the gain-ſ aying I ſrael
i tes as mentioned in I ſaiah. “  I have a long 
time held my peace ; I have been  ſt i l l ,  and re
frained my ſelf,” Others like the hu ſb andmen have 
a ſhort and catching ſeaſon, all hangs upon a  day, 
upon a nick of time. “  And the times o f  this 
ignorance God winked at ; but now command
eth all men everywhere to repent.”

A proper ſ eaſ on neglect e d  and lo ſt,  is never 
to be recovered. Many things in hu ſbandry 
m u ſt be done in their ſea ſon, or cannot be done 
at all for that year. If  he plow not, and ſow 
not, in the proper ſ ea ſon he lo ſes the harve ſt  of 
that year. N o future diligence can make up for
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paſt  neglect ; the ſeaſon the fit opportunity is 
over and gone.

'Tis ſo with the  ſla t e  of the mind; the G o ſpel 
neglected, and opportunities de ſpiſed in the 
ſ ea ſon when GOD offers them are lo ſt for ever. 
"  Then ſhall they call upn me, but I will not 
an ſ wer; they ſ h all ſeek me early, but they 

 ſhall not find m e :” then ( th a t  is when the 
opportunity is over) they ſ hall call upon me 
but I will not hear. Oh, there is a gread deal 
of time in a ſhort opportunity ; that may be 
done, o r  prevented in  an hour rightly timed, 
which cannot be done, or prevented, in a Man’s
life time afterwards.   

T ho ſe H u ſbandmen that are careful and 
laborious in the Summer, have  the comfort 
and benefit of it in the Winter : he that then 
provides fewel, ſ h a l l  ſit warm in his habitation 
when others blow their fingers and ſit freezing 
in the cold.  H e  that p rovides fo od for his 
family, and fodder for his cattle in the harve ſt,  
ſ h a ll  eat the fruits of it, and enjoy the comfort 
o f  h is  labou rs, when others are put to ſhifts 
and ſtre ights .— And he that provides for eter
nity, and lays up for his Soul a good foundation 
again ſt the time to  come, ſhall eat when others 
are hungry, and ſ in g when  others weep and 
wail and gna ſh their teeth.  Therefore thus 
ſ ath he L ORD GOD, “ Behold my Servants 

ſ h all eat,  but ye ſhall be hungry ; behold my 
Servants ſhall drink, b u t  ye ſhall be thir ſty  ; 
behold my Servants ſ h all rejoice, but ye ſhall 
be a ſhamed.”
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 A day death will come, and that will be a 

day o f  terrors to all carele ſs ſouls ; but then 
the diligent act i v e  Chriſtia n  ſhall enjoy the 
peace and comfort that ſhall flow in upon his 
heart, from his lively care, and ſ i n cere dili
gence in duties.— ``This is our rejoicing, the 
te ſtimony of our con ſcience that in ſincerity and 
godly ſimplicity, we have had our converſ ation 
in this W orld .’’ ſo  Hezekiah ſays— “ Remem
ber now O LORD how I  have walked before 
thee in tru th, and with a perfect heart."—

 A Day of Judgm ent will come, then fooliſh 
Virgins who neglect the ſ ea ſon of getting Oil 
in their lamps, will be put to their ſhi f t s  ; 
then they will come to the wife and ſ ay, "  Give 
us your Oil," but they have none to ſpare, and 
the ſea ſon of buying is then over.
 No wi ſe H u ſh andman will neglect a fit op 

portunity of gathering in his Hay and Corn, 
upon  a  p re ſumption o f  much fair weather to 
come; he will not ſ ay  the weather is ſettled, 
and I need not trouble m y ſelf,  and that I  may 
get it in another time, as well as now—no, no, 
a wiſe and prudent Farmer never depends on  
any time but the pre ſent.

And n o  wiſe Chriſt ia n  will loo ſe pre ſent 
opportunities o f  ſ t u dying his Bible, upon the 
hopes of more time in future ; but will rather 
ſay, "  Now is my t ime, and I know not what 
will be hereafter.  'Tis a  melancholy thing 
to think how ſome men as it were diſpute them-
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ſ elves out of H e a v e n ,  a n d  argue and rea ſon 
away thei r  own Souls as if Satan hired them to 
plead againſt  their own good.

It is well for H u ſ bandmen as well as others, 
while they are providing food and c loaths for 
their families againſt  Winter, not to neglect 
the cure of their Souls and to  provide for a 
happy Eternity.

It is a great encouragement for H u ſbandmen 
who have families for whom it is their duty to 
provide things honeſ t  in the ſ ight of a ll men, to re
flec t, that the care of their eternal concerns is ſo 
far from being hurtful to their worldly pro ſpe
rity,  that there is every  rea ſon to expect that he 
who ca ſ t s his care upon G OD, and labours to 
work out h is Salvation, will p ro ſper more in his 
bu ſine ſ s than a worldly prophane m an, who, as
he does not live in the fear of G OD, has no right 
to look for his ble ſſin g ,  without which it will be 
in vain to r i ſe up early, to lie down late, and to 
eat the bread of c arefulne ſs.

I f  GOD then performs all the ſe good things 
for you, how ſhould you adore and magnify 
him for his care and conde ſ cenſion. You 
ſhould ſay unto him, "  LORD what is man that 
thou ſhould’ſt ſet thine hand upon him and v i ſit 
him every moment.” Look then continually 
up to HIM who ſe mercies are continually 
poured out upon th e e ; for HE has promiſ ed in 
his holy word that he will guard you and keep 
you day and night. Should he withdraw his 
hand or his eye one moment from you, that



moment would be your ruin. Ten thou ſand 
evils watch for ſ uch an opportunity to ru ſh 
in upon you and de ſtr o y  all your comforts. But 
his creatures are too dear to him to be tru ſte d  
into any hand but his own.

Learn hence how diligently you are obliged 
to perform all the duties and ſervices o f  your 
calling, all the daily labours o f  your Farm for 
God, with an eye to his glory ; for he perform
eth all things for you. It was once the wiſh  of 
a very good man, "  O that I could he to GOD 
what my hand is to m e !” that is a ſerviceable 
u ſeful in ſtrum en t.— Shall G OD do all things for 
you, and will you do nothing for GOD ? I s pro
vidence every moment at work for you and will 
you be idle for him ? will you labour hard for 
your ſelv es, for your farms, for your wives and 
your children,  and will you be idle for HIM in 
whom you live and move and have your being ? 
To what purpo ſ e then, is all that GOD has done 
for you ? Is is not the aim and de ſig n  o f all to 
make you, a fruitful people ? I f  GOD plant and 
ſen c e ,  and water you by his Providence, ſure he 
expects you ſhould  bring fruit. O that in re
turn for all the benefits o f  Providence you would 
ſay to GOD as grateful Eliſha ſaid to the Shuna
mi t e , "Behold thou ha ſt  been careful for us 
w ith  all this ca re ; what is to be done for THEE?   

And with David, What ſhall l  render unto the 
L ORD for all his benefits.” He is ever doing, 
you goo d ; be you therefore always abounding 
in his work. O  be active for that GOD who 

every moment acting for you.

(  9 )
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T H O U G H T S ,

Suited to the HUSBANDMAN as he is
Going out to work on the 

Monday Morning.

N O W  is the day come on,  the Sun peeps 
over the tops of t he Hi l l s ,  and ſ preads light 
over the face of the Earth, the ſhades of the 
Night are v ani ſ hed and the Beaſts  of prey have 
laid themſ elves down in their dens, m an goeth 
forth to his work and to his labour till the 
evening. As the earth was covered with dark
ne ſs before the ſun’s appearing, ſ o was all the 
Heathen W orld covered with the diſmal N ight
of ignorance, till' the Sun of Righteou ſne ſs aro ſe 
and by the Glorious Light of  the Go ſpel diſ
per ſed that darkne ſ s and ſhadow of death which 
benighted the whole World. And what be
comes man now, but to forth to his labours, 
I  mean the work of Religion, and the ſervice  
o f  GOD ? whilſ t we have  the light, it is fit we 
ſ hould walk i n i t , having no fellow ſ h ip with 
the unfruitful works of darkne ſs, but live as 
becomes the children of light. And this by
G OD’S help I re ſolv e  to do.

To this he may add the following ſhort
P R A Y E R .

O  GRACIOUS GOD, who ha ſt  o f  thine 
infinite Mercy given Light to us, who ſat 

darkne ſs and the ſ h adow of death, grant me
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Grace to live in a manner an ſwerable to the 
great advantages I enjoy, lei me not miſpend 
this precious time thou ha ſt  given me, wherein 
to prepare for E ternity ; and to that end, teach 
me I pray thee, to Glorify thee in the work of 
my hands, let every thing I do for the main
tenance of this frail life, put me in mind of 
providing for a better. W hil ſt mine Eyes 
look down to this Earth, let my Soul look up 
to thee my G OD in H eav en ; whilſt I labour 
for this meat that peri ſheth, Ie t me gain that 
which endureth to Eternal Life, and whilſt I 
work in the bu ſin e ſs of my calling, let me work 
out my own Salvation through Je ſus Chriſt.  
Bleſ s, I be ſeech thee, all the employments in 
which I ſ hall this day be engaged, and grant 

that I may never undertake any thing upon 
which I cannot beg thy Bleſ ſ ing. Let me mag
nify thee in all I d o ; ſ ubmit to thy gracious 
Providence in all I ſuffer; adore thine infinite 
goodne ſs in all I enjoy; and make it my meat 
and drink to do the will of  my Father which 
is in Heaven. Mercifully forgive all my ſins 
through the merits o f  my Bleſ ſ ed Redeemer; 
and not only grant me thy pardon for what is 
pa ſt,  but thy Grace for the time to come. All 
which and every other needful Bleſſin g  I 
humbly a ſ k through the merits of my o n ly  
Lord and Saviour J e ſus Chriſt.  Amen.
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T H E

H u ſ bandman’s H Y M N ,

GOOD is the LORD, the heavenly King, 
W ho makes the Earth his Care,

Viſit s  the pa ſtu re s  every Spring,
And bids the gra ſs appear.

T he clouds, like Rivers rais’d on high, 
Pour out at thy command,

Their wat’ry ble ſſin g s  from the ſky,
T o cheer the thirſty  land.

The ſo ften’d ridges o f  the field,
Permit the Corn to ſpring:

The vallies rich proviſio n  yield,
And the poor Lab’rers ſin g .

The little hills on every ſid e ,
Rejoice at falling ſhow’r s :

The meadows, dre ſt in all their pride, 
Perfume the Air with flow’rs.

The barren clods reſreſhed with rain, 
Promiſe a joyful crop :

The parched grounds look green again, 
And raiſe the Reaper’s hope.

The various months THY goodne ſs crown : 
How bounteous are THY ways !

The bleating flocks ſpread o’er the downs, 
And Shepherds ſ hout thy praiſe.


