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WISDOM IN MINIATURE.

U S E F U L  knowledge can 
have no enemies, except 

the ignorant :— It cheriſhes
youth, delights the aged, is a n 
ornament in pro ſperity, and  
yields comfort in adverſit y .
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But as tho ſe who eat mo ſt are 

not always the fatteſt,  ſo tho ſe 
who read much have not always 
the moſt  knowledge— they ſin k  
under a multitude of ideas, and 
re ſemble the ancient Gauls, who 
being too heavily armed, be
came u ſeleſs in battle.

Knowledge will not be acquir
ed without pains and applica
tion. It is trouble ſom e and deep 
digging for pure waters ; but 
when once you come to the 
ſpring, they riſe up, and meet 
you.

But as there is nothing good 
or evil, bu t  virtue or vice ; ſo 
that knowledge is of all things 
the mo ſt precious, which guides 
us in the paths of truth, p iety,
and righteouſneſs.
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F R O M  the creatures of God 
let man learn wiſd o m ; and ap
ply to him ſelf the inſtr u ction 
they give. Go to the deſart, my 
ſon ! O b ſerve the young stork 
of the wilderneſs, let him ſpeak 
to thy h e a r t ; he beareth on his 
wings his aged ſire ,  he lodgeth 
him i n  ſafety, and ſupplieth him 
with food.
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T H E  piety of a child ſ weet
e r than the incenſe of Per ſia , o f 
fered to the ſun ; yea, more de
licious than odours, wafted 
from a field of Arabian ſpices, 
by the W e ſte rn  gales.

Be grateful then to thy fa
ther, for he gave thee life, and
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to thy mother, for ſhe ſuſta ine th  
thee.

Hear  the words of his mouth, 
for they are ſpoken for thy good 
—give ear to his admonition, for 

it proceedeth from love.
H e  hath watched for thy wel

fare, he hath toiled for  thy  eaſe,  
do honour therefore to his age,

 

and let not his grey hairs be 
      treated with irreverence. In  

dulge the infirmities of thy aged
parents-------a ſſi ſt and ſupport
them in the decline of life.

s o ſhall thy hoary head go 
down to the grave in peace, and 
thine own children in reverence 
of thy example, ſhall repay thy 
piety with filial love.
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A S the whrilwind in i ts fury 
teareth up trees, and deformeth 
the face of nature ; or, as an 
earthquake in its convulſions 
overcometh cities ; ſo the rage 
of an angry man throweth mi ſ
cheif around him ; danger and 
de ſtruction wait on his hand.
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Indulge not thy ſelf in the

pa ſſio n  o f  anger ; it i s  whetting 
a ſword to wound thine own 
breaſt,  or murder thy friend.

Harbour  not revenge in thy 
breaſt——it will torment thy; 
heart, and di ſcolor its beſt in
clinations.

On the heels o f  folly tradeth 
ſhame : at the back of anger 
ſlandeth remor ſe.

Be always more ready to for
give than to return an injury.

If thou beareſt ſlig h t  provo
cations with patience, it ſhall 
b e  imputed to thee for wiſdom ; 
and if thou wipeſt them from 
thy remembrance thy heart ſhall 
feel reſt,  and thy mind ſhall not 
reproach thee.
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A S the reed is ſhaken by the 
breath of the air, ſo the ſhadow 
of evil maketh the timorous 
man afraid.

But the terrors even of death, 
are no terrors to the good : H e  
that committeth no evil, hath 
nothing to fear.— H e is prepar
ed to meet all events with an 
equal mind.



Terrify not thy ſoul with vain 
fears, neither let thy heart ſink  
within thee from the phantoms 
of imagination. 

F o r as the oſtr ic h ,  when p u r
ſ ued, hideth his head, but for
geteth his body ; ſo the fears
of  a coward expo ſe him to dan
ger.

A noble ſpirit ſees undi ſmay
ed, all viſionary dangers .

A s a rock on the ſea ſhore, he 
ſtan d e th  firm, and the da ſhing 
of the waves di ſ turbeth him not.

In the inſta n t of danger, the 
courage of his heart ſu ſta i n e th 
him ; and the ſte a d in e ſs of his 
mind bearet h him ou t .
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A S a plain garment be ſt a
dorneth a beautiful wom an, ſo 
a decent behaviour is the great
e ſt ornament of wiſdom .

A wicked ſon is a reproach 
to his father ; but he that doeth 
right is an honour t o h is grey 
hairs.

H e  ſhall riſe like a cedar a
b ove th e  trees o f  the moun tains.
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My ſon ! now in thy youth 
attend to in ſtr u t io n ,  and ſea
ſon thy mind with the maxims 
of truth.

Learn obidience to thy pa
rents, and they ſhall bleſs thee. 
Learn modeſty ,  and thou ſhalt 
not be a ſhamed.

Learn gratitude, and thou 
ſhalt receive benefits :— Learn 
charity, and thou ſhalt gain 
love.

Learn, prudence, and fortune 
will attend thee :—Learn tem
perence, and thou ſhalt have 
health. Learn fortitude, and it 
will ſupport thee under thy al
lotted portion of human evil.



T H E R E  ſhall no evil hap
pen to the j u ſt ; but the wicked 
cometh to ſhame.

T h e  wiſe will hear and will 
increaſe  in learning ;— but fools 
de ſpiſe w i ſdom and inſtr u ction.

Peace and length of days is 
the portion of the righteous ;—  
but ſhame ſhall be the tran ſg

reſſor’s reward.
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T he  memory of the j u ſt i s 
bleſſed ; but the name of the 
wicked ſhall rot.

       T he  wiſe in heart ſhall receive
 commandments ; b u t  a  pratting
 fool ſhall fall.

W i ſe men lay up knowledge 
—but a rod is for the back of 
him that is void of under ſta n d 
ing.

 H e  that diligently ſeeketh
good procureth fa v o u r ; but he 
that ſeeketh m i ſchief, it ſhall
come to him.

Poverty and ſhame ſhall be 
to him that refuſeth inſtr u ction 
— but he that regardeth reproof 
ſhall be honoured.
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T H A T  man enjoys a heaven 
upon earth, whoſe mind moves 
i n charity, reſt s in Providence, 
and turns upon the poles of 
truth and wiſdom.

Charity is the offspring o f  the 
ſkies ; —wherever ſhe fixes her
abode, happineſs is there.
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N o  charact e r  is ſo g lo r ious, 

none more  attract i v e  of u n iv e r 
ſal admiration and reſpect, than 
that of helping tho ſe who are in 
no condition t o  help  them ſelves.

He that eaſeth the m iſerable 
of their burden, ſhall hear ma
ny ble ſſin g  him ; he who giveth
to the poor, ſhall never want
treaſure.

Men of the nobleſt  d i ſpoſ i 
tions, t h i n k  th e m ſelves happ ie ſt ,

when others ſhare with them in
their happineſs.

When the widow's heart is
ſunk, and ſhe imploreth thy a ſ
ſiſtance with tears of ſorrow, O
pity her affliction, and e x t e n d
thy hand to her relief.
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A S blo ſſoms and flowers are 
ſtr ew ed  upon the earth by the 
hand of ſpring ; as the k indne ſs 
of ſummer produceth in perfe
ction the bounties of harveſt ; ſo 
the ſmiles of pity ſhed bleſſings 
on the children of misfortune.

Virtue is amiable in an aged 
per ſon,though wrinkled and de
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formed ; but vice is hateful in a 
young perſon, though comely 
and beautiful.

The  tears of the compa ſſio n 
ate are ſweeter than dew drops, 
falling from roſes on the bo ſom 
of the earth.

When thou ſeeſ t  the naked 
wanderers of the ſtreet, ſh iver
ing with cold, and de ſti tu te  of 
habitation ; let bounty open 
thine heart, let the wings of 
charity ſhelter them from death
— — that thine own ſoul may
live. 

Happy is the man who hath 
ſown in his breaſt the ſeed of 
benevolence ;— —  the produce 
thereof ſhall be charity and 
love.
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N O T H I N G  is more de ſpica
bl e ,  or more miſerable, than the 
ole age of a pa ſſio n a t e  man... . .  
W hen the vigour of youth fails 
him, and his am u ſements pall 
with frequent repetion, his oc
ca ſional rage ſinks by decay of 
ſ trength, into peeviſhne ſs ; that 
peeviſhne ſs for want of novelty
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and variety, becomes habitual ; 
his acquaintances ſhun him ; 
and he is left to devour his own 
heart in ſolitude and contempt.

P a ſſio n a t e  perſons are like 
men who ſta n d  on their heads, 
they ſee all things the wrong 
way.

Anger is a vice that carries 
with it neither pleaſure nor pro
fit, neither honor nor ſecurity.

True  quietne ſs of heart is got 
by reſiſting our pa ſſions, not by 
obeying them.

Quietne ſs and peace flouriſh  
where reaſon and j u ſtic e  govern 
....and true joy reigneth where 
mode ſty  reſide th .
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C O N T E N T I O N  is a vice of 
ſuch a ca ſt,  th a t  i t  deba ſes G od’s 
image which is ſta m p e d  upon 
our nature, making u s rather 
re ſemble demons, than human 
creatures. 

Be rather confidently bold, 
than foolishly timerous ;

For many periſh through 
fear.
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Friend ſhip is the deareſt of

all ſocial ties, and adds the 
highe ſt reliſh  to  our enjoyments.

A s the lion becomes enraged  
at viewing his own h ideous ſh a 
d ow in the w a te r . . . .

s o could we ſee how paſſio n ’s 
dreadful storm,

And m ad n in g  fury all our ſouls 
deform,

E ra ſe G od’s image planted in 
our breast,

And change the man into a
ſavage beast :

W e  ſhould abhor  o u r ſelves, the 
ſhape d i ſo w n ,

And hate the fiend that put our 
likeneſs on.



( 26 )

R E M E M B E R  thy frailty.. . .
yet a little while,  and  thou m ust 
ſink into thy grave.

H e who would avoid ſorrow 
m u st be wary in  his steps. H e  
who would ſhun misfortune, 
m ust take wiſdom for his com
panion

F o r ſake not wiſdom, and ſhe 
ſhall pre ſerve thee.
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Beware of vice, who ſe empire 

will controul,
The  native freedom of a gene

rous ſo u l ;
Avoid her ſnares, where certain 

mi ſchiefs wait,
N or  ru ſh  unthinking on de

struct i v e  fate.
All thou certainly knoweſt of 

death is, that it putteth an end 
to thy ſorrows.

T h ink  not the longeſt life the 
happieſ t ; if it be well ſpent, 
thou ſhalt rejoice after death, 
in the advantages of it.

Be good, and in your virtu
ous act ions live.. . . .  For virtue
ſhall reſiſt dea th ’s tyrant ſway, 
And bloom and flouriſh in e
ternal day.



 
F E L I C I T Y  dwells not with

pr inces ; ſhe is not the g u e ſt o f  
the great  ones of  the ear th . ſhe  
h a s long ſince fled f rom pala 
ces, and retired to the ſcenes o f  
ſ im ple nature,  to dwell in rural  
quie t ,  a n d  become the c o m 
panion of  the h a rm le ſs village
 

ſwain.
T h e  ſh e p h a rd ’s boy, though
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poor, is reconciled ;.... he riſes 
in health, and lies down in hap
pineſs. . . .The ſun is now ſet.... 
H e  has folded his flock, and 
returns home w hi ſtl in g  over the 
plains. . . .H e  lives happy in ru
ral ſimplicity, and in the enjoy
ment of his wiſhes, becau ſe all 
his wiſh es are moderate.

Yet not there alone does ſhe 
re ſide : Would you trace her 
dwelling, you m u ſt follow the 
foot-ſ teps of content, and the 
track will lead you to her peace
ful man ſion.

But forget not, that as con
tent is never to be found, except 
in the paths of virtue, if you de
viate from her ways, you m u ſt 
never expect to find the road to
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happine ſs....you will become a
wanderer, and the hope of your 
pilgrimage will be loſt.

The  state of no human being 
can be determined till death 
cloſes the ſcene ; and the laſt 
end of the good only can be 
happy.... E m ula te  their virtues, 
and, doubtle ſs, you ſhall ſhare 
in their felicities.

For as the ſilk-worm in due 
time taketh wing, and mounts 
into the air ; ſo the ſouls of the 
j u ſt,  when called hence, ſhall 
take the wings of the morn....  
and aſcend into heaven.
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